Welcome to the September Newsletter
Contents

Newsletter
September 2017

A Message from our Minister

3

Church Family News

4

Church Flowers in September

4

Harvest Festival – 17th September

5

Bible Month Feedback

5

Steward Matters

6

Guild Walk

8

Wesley Guild

9

Suitable Shoe Box Items

10

Prayer Leaflet for August

God, whose farm is all creation,
take the gratitude we give;
take the finest of our harvest,
crops we grow that all may live.
Leslie Thomas John Arlott
Singing the Faith 122

11-14

Prayer Morning – 23rd September

15

Prayer Mornings

15

Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike – 10th September

16

1st Flitwick Boys’ Brigade

17

The Upper Room

18

Clophill News

18

Circuit Prayer Meetings

19

Services at St Albans Cathedral

19

News from Paraguay

20

The Newsletter

23

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2

A Message from our Minister

On our Looking Forward Day, we also identified an opportunity:
"Listening to others". I think this includes listening to one another,
whatever our ages or background. How do we enable this? Any
ideas? I'm listening....
Graham

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Family News
We remember in our prayers Ann and David Blair following the
death of David’s sister, Fiona. May God comfort all the family in
their loss.

Several people have told me that they learned much from our June
study of the book of James. In particular they mentioned about
wanting to be better at watching what they said. I always have to
remind myself to engage brain before speaking! However, the first
thing that James asks us is to "be quick to listen". Listening is much
more important. We must not be worried if we've not said much in a
conversation, but I personally get worried if I've not listened very
much.
This time last year we were thinking about our Looking Forward
Day. We held that day in November, as part of our Church
Anniversary. One of the weaknesses that we identified on that day
was "People are too busy – no time to listen".
I think it's a malaise of our time, and one to be countered. Only the
other day I heard some children speaking about their experiences of
being ignored, not listened to. In them, I saw a growing cynicism
which was depressing to see in people so young. Surely this isn't
right, is it?
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We pray for Peter Fletcher, who is in hospital at present. May God
give him peace and bring healing.
We pray for David Pateman awaiting further consultation with his
specialist. We ask God to keep him in his care each day.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Flowers in September
We thank those who have agreed to donate the flowers to enhance
our worship this month.
3rd September
10th September
17th September
24th September

Margaret Olney
Carole and Lance Mason
Beryl and Roger Cooper
Sabina Ofori-Quaah

As we look at the flowers let us remember the beauty and variety of
God’s creation, especially during the season of harvest. We thank
God for his goodness to us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival services will be held on 17th September, led by
Chris Izzard at 10 30 am and Brian Addington at 6.00 pm. The
church will be open on Saturday 16th from 2 pm to 4 pm for you to
bring your gifts so that we can begin to
arrange them for the display. If you are
unable to bring them on the Saturday please
being them with you on the Sunday morning.
We will again be supporting the Prebend Day
Centre with our gifts, so non perishable goods
are welcomed. We will support All We Can
(Methodist Relief and Development) with our gifts of money. Gift
Aid envelopes will be available.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bible Month Feedback
Feedback from Bible month although rather
late. I found it great that we were all studying
the same thing at the same time. There is so
much in this small book of the bible. I would
have loved a discussion group to talk about
what we had learned either after the service or in the week. We
rarely ask questions about sermons we hear and so many of us see
different ways of looking at passages from the bible that we do need
to understand.
I am looking forward to doing it again next year.

Sheila Smith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Stewards Matters
STATIONING
As you all will now be aware, Graham has prayerfully decided to
move on after this Methodist year and go into the stationing process.
This means that the circuit will be looking for a new minister for us
at Flitwick, Ampthill, Clophill and Haynes which are Graham’s
current churches. If you have read your autumn 2017 magazine you
will see that it was agreed by our District Chairman that we would
look for an experienced minister for this appointment.
Stewards from each of these 4 churches were asked to fill in a form
which describes our worship styles, ecumenical and community
links; the priorities of skills and experience needed to be fulfilled; the
missional and pastoral emphases we would like them to bring.
Although an appointed minister would have these 4 churches under
his wing we have to remember also that this is a circuit appointment
and so would need to fit into the wider needs of our circuit too.
On Tuesday 1st August I went to a meeting at Clophill along with 1
member from each of the other 3 churches. Revd Andrew Hollins,
Revd Lorna Valentine, Mr Michael Carr (senior circuit steward). This
forms what is called ‘the invitation committee’. Together we put
together a ‘stationing profile’ which will go out to all ministers
looking for new positions. This profile has to fit on 2 sides of A4
paper and so we did well to discuss each of our prepared forms each
of which was at least 2 sides of A4 on their own!!
Bearing in mind that last year the circuit were unable to find a
minister for the Trinity, Beeston and Sandy section we tried to make
the appointment sound as interesting as possible with its
opportunities for ministry but keeping it honest and truthful at the
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same time. There have been ministers who have visited an
appointment and not been able to recognise what was being said on
the paper!!
The Methodist Church does not have enough ministers to go round
and so there is no guarantee that we will find someone to fill this post
and so I am asking you all to please pray hard that someone
suitable will be attracted to this part of the UK and our 4
churches.
I will keep you informed on progress.
LOCAL WORSHIP
Not only do we have a shortage of ministers in the Methodist Church,
we also have a shortage of lay preachers, certainly in this circuit and
that is why you will see on the circuit worship and preaching plan the
letters LW. This means Local Worship (used to be called Local
Arrangement) where the church has to find/lead its own worship.
More of these are appearing and in some cases we are being planned
to worship with a near neighbour (usually Ampthill) – this is in
addition to our quarterly joint services which we ask for in any case.
We are lucky in this church to have a number of local preachers but
we are asked not to call on these if possible. Luckily so far Ebo,
Peter, Janet and Anne (training) have been willing to help us out.
Also previous stewards have led worship like a ‘songs of praise’ for
example and Wednesday Bible Group have put services together.
If you have any ideas how we can use these times of worship
please let Ebo or me know so that we can provide you with
meaningful times of worship and praise. Or maybe you would
like to train as worship leaders!

Maryan
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Guild Walk
On Monday 7th August six hardy “guilders” set out in the pouring
rain to walk round Flitwick Moor, or that was the intention. Peter &
myself already knew that we could not go along our usual path as
there was a large tree down that you were unable to climb over, and it
was difficult to get under, so a different route was taken. Our leader
(who shall be nameless) decided to lead us off deep into unknown
territory in the woods convinced there was a series of paths that we
could wander along, but alas, it has been a long time since our leader
had walked along these paths and they had disappeared.
Once you get off the beaten track on any walk you don’t know what
you might encounter, and on Flitwick Moor when there has been a lot
of rain inevitably there will be very muddy patches that you tend to
sink in and we managed to find one. Five of us managed to get
through without losing our footwear, but the sixth person lost her
shoe in the mud and covered her foot in the mud instead. Not being
able to find these paths it was back along the main path as far as the
gate at which point the sun came out, but we had decided by then to
turn around and head back to Sheila & Ivan’s where a plentiful
supply of nibbles, treats and drinks awaited us.
Four of us hardy walkers sat outside at the end of the garden under
the awning whilst it poured with rain, later the sun reappeared and
two more people joined us.
The moral of this little adventure is to wear suitable footwear when
walking in the woods and follow the designated tracks. Deep in the
woods only bears and wild animals are allowed to roam!
This is not just a walk for the guild, the whole church can take part.
So why don’t you come along and join us next year then you too can
join in the fun and lose your shoes in the mud!
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Note for Guild – Is Monday a good day bearing in mind the art class
meets on a Monday. Discuss at our AGM next year?

Margaret Fletcher
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wesley Guild
Sept. 11th

Visit to Wardown Museum, Luton

1.00 pm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Programme
The programme for the 2017-2018 session of
the Guild is available this month. Thank you to
all those who have arranged particular evenings.
The first evening will be a Social Evening on
Monday 25th September at 7.30 pm.
Everyone is welcome to come to any of the
meetings, so do look out for a programme so that you know what has
been planned. It promises to be another varied and interesting
session. If you are unable to come regularly book the dates of those
meetings you will find particularly interesting and come along and
join us when you can.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shoebox Evening
Our annual Shoebox evening when we pack shoeboxes with gifts for
the Operation Christmas Child appeal will be held on Monday 6th
November. Please see overleaf for a reminder of suitable items to fill
the shoe boxes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Suitable Shoebox items
The following is taken from the Operation Christmas Child Website.
Toys
Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or
stuffed toys (with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping
rope, ball, small puzzles etc.
School Supplies
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad
sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring
& picture books etc.
Hygiene Items
Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush,
flannel.
Other Items
Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set,
wind up torch, wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least
March of the following year).
Do Not Include
Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, play
soldiers or knives; chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of
any type including bubbles; medicines; hand-made or knitted stuffed
toys; anything of a political, racial or religious nature; sharp objects;
glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; playing cards of the 4-suit
variety; clothing other than as listed above.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Suggestions for September

Prayer Leaflet
September 2017

Lord of creation, to you be all praise!
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your ways!
Your glory and might are beyond us to tell,
and yet in the heart of the humble you dwell.
Jack Copley Winslow
Singing the Faith 449 verse 1

2 days beginning 1st September - New Methodist Year
Friday
Saturday

Thank God for the beginning of a new Methodist
year.
Ask for God’s blessing as we begin the new year
together.

Week beginning 3rd September - Methodism
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Praise God for the work of John and Charles Wesley.
Pray for the worldwide Methodist Church.
Pray for the President of Conference, Rev. Loraine
Mellor and for the Vice President, Jill Baker.
Pray for the Beds, Essex and Herts District and the
Chair of the District, Rev. David Chapman.
Pray for the North Bedfordshire Methodist Circuit and
our ministers and leaders.
Pray for other churches in our Circuit.
Pray for our own church family.

Week beginning 10th September - Education
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
11

As a new school year begins pray for children starting
school for the first time.
Pray for children as they more to new classes and
schools.
Pray for teachers.
Pray for college and university students and lecturers.
12

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for countries where education is not so readily
available.
Pray that we may be teachable to learn more from
God each day.
Thank God that we can continue to learn throughout
our lives.

Week beginning 17th September - Harvest
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for our Harvest Festival services today.
Thank God for the abundance of gifts He gives to us.
Praise God for His promise that ‘seedtime and harvest
will not cease’. (Genesis 8:22)
Thank God for the farmers who grow essential crops.
Pray for all involved in food production and
distribution.
Thank God for the variety of food available which we
often take for granted.
Pray the God will help us to be good stewards of His
creation.

Week beginning 24th September - Recipients of our Harvest Gifts
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for the work of the Prebend Day Centre.
Pray for the homeless people helped by the Prebend
Day Centre.
Pray for the staff and volunteers who work there.
Thank God for the work of All We Can.
Pray for All We Can as they work with local partners
on projects to improve the quality of life in poor
communities in Africa and Asia.
Pray for the work in partnering with local churches in
poorer communities.
Pray for All We Can as they respond to humanitarian
emergencies.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Services in September
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this
month, especially during the week prior to the service.
3rd September
10.30 am
Paul Jarrett
6.00 pm
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
10th September

10.30 am

Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Holy Communion
(United Service with Ampthill
joining us)
Hazel Hitch

6.00 pm

Harvest Festival

17th September
10.30 am
6.00 pm
24th September

Chris Izzard
Brian Addington

10.30 am

United Harvest Service
at Ampthill led by
Rev. David Chapman
6.00 pm
Rev. Peter Byass
Holy Communion
If you need transport to the United Service at Ampthill please speak
to the stewards.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday 18th September
3.30 pm to 5.30 pm
Refreshments, craft, stories, fun, singing, and a cooked tea.
Please call Graham on 01525 713468 for more information.
Donations welcome to cover costs.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Morning

Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust

The next Prayer Morning will take place on
Saturday 23rd September. This will be another
opportunity to come and spend some quiet time
with God away from all the distractions of
everyday life.
The church will be open from 9.30 am to 12 noon
and coffee will be served between 10.15 am and 10.45 am. After
coffee Graham will lead us in a short reflection. The rest of the time
is for you to use as God leads you. There will be prayer stations with
prayer suggestions to guide your prayers which you may like to use.
At 12 noon there will be a Bring and Share Lunch for those able to
stay and have fellowship over the meal.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Prayer Mornings
How lucky we are to have Janet and Graham who put these mornings
together. We all have busy lives and it isn’t always easy to find a
quiet time to spend with God so this morning gives us food for
thought plus as much time as we choose to come to God in prayer
without the ‘phone ringing or being on call.
I always feel revitalised after these mornings and also disappointed
that not many attend. A lot of work goes into these mornings and I
am sure a lot of prayer.
Thank you for giving them to us.

Sheila Smith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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On Saturday September 9th many cyclists and walkers from
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire will be cycling or walking their way
around the area, visiting as many churches as possible in order to
raise funds for the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches
Trust, which supports the financial need of churches of all
denominations to help with the upkeep of properties.
Flitwick Methodist Church is one of the many churches on the ‘bike
‘n hike’ tour. This year, as last year, we hope to offer a refreshment
break for all who visit the premises. If you are able to offer half an
hour or more between 10am and 6pm on Sept. 9th to welcome the
visitors, please fill in the sheet on the notice board in the foyer or
speak to Janet or Linda. We do not tend to have ready-made cyclists
from our congregation supporting the bike ‘n hike but as last year, we
will have a sponsor form where people can donate a certain amount
or donate so much for every cyclist/walker who calls during the day.
Information and details will be on the sponsor form on the notice
board – last year we managed to send approximately £40.00 to the
organisation.
So we can all be involved in some way!
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1st Flitwick Boys' Brigade
Whilst the past month has been quiet for BB as due
to the summer break – it does mean planning and
preparing for the new session for staff.
At time of writing I have just posted off the “Back
to BB Packs”. Once upon a time I would take a
walk or drive around Flitwick to deliver these. Not
a problem with just a dozen or so packs. However
this year I prepared 24 packs – one for each family. 30 boys in total.
I know there have been many prayers offered for the youth work in
our church – and I have witnessed those prayers for growth in
numbers answered. Looking ahead my prayer is that we can
encourage those BB Families to feel at home in the church family.
To this end then I have confirmed with the stewards some additional
parade services this session to involve the BB families with the
“special Sundays” throughout the year. So our first parade of this
session will be Harvest Festival in September. Please as ever make
the BB families feel welcomed – some have been coming along to
Messy Church and I will continue to invite them and it has been good
to see our children’s and youth work become more “joined up”.
We start back to BB on Thursday 14th September – with the Junior
Section having a party to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the
section – I would like to invite members of the church family to come
along on this evening and join the celebration between 6.30pm and
7.45pm on Thursday 14th September.
Finally thank you for your continued support for BB.
God Bless.

Angela Brydon
Company Captain
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The Upper Room
at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays
Date in September – 14th and 28th
Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am.
Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm.
Proceeds after expenses for local charities. All are welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Clophill News
Tea and Chat
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon
Coffee and Croissant Morning
Saturday 9th September
10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Messy Church
Saturday 23rd September
4.00 pm – 6.00 pm
All age craft activities, worship and a meal.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Donations welcome to cover costs.
Contact 07920 568861

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Notice Boards
Don’t forget to check the notice boards for information about other
events that may be of interest to you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Circuit Prayer Meetings
You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on
Monday 11th September at 4.15 pm at Putnoe Heights
and Monday 25th September at 10.30 am at Willingon.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on following
dates at 11 am:

News from Paraguay
23rd July 2017
So your summer has been washed away! It was bound not to last
too long. If you were wondering where the sun has gone - I can tell
you that the warm weather has arrived back over here. It was rather
cold last week with frost for four nights in a row. The first two were
quite heavy frosts with everything white until mid morning. I am
glad that has gone away and that it is now much warmer.
With it being our winter the schools have been on their winter
holiday just as your summer holidays begin. They have been off for
two weeks and are due to go back on Monday.

Wednesday 13th September
Preacher: The Reverend Stephen Copson,
Regional Minister, Central Baptist Association

Wednesday 4th October
Preacher: The Reverend Simon Manley-Cooper,
Honorary Chaplain, (Staff & Volunteers) St Albans Cathedral

Wednesday 1st November
Preacher: The Reverend Fr. Brian Reynolds,
Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch in the Abbots Kitchen
All are Welcome
Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain: Reverend Simon Carver
Email: simoncarver@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I have been down to visit Evangelina a few times. Earlier in the
week she had a bit of a cold and was not impressed with being made
to stay indoors. So we had a good couple of hours running about in
the sunshine yesterday. I went there on my way back from town so
she knew there would be yogurts in my bag! One was had
immediately putting the other in the fridge for later - of course this
means putting it there until the first one is finished. Also I recently
got her some sandals and she managed to wear them for a whole hour
before they were taken off. She doesn't like wearing shoes and
always takes them off at the first chance she gets so she can run about
barefoot.
This week the weather is looking much better so I will be kept busy
no doubt.
24th July 2017
I am enjoying this nice warm winter sun - thank you for sending it
over. As it is a really nice day and a shame to be indoors I started on
re-clearing the driveway this morning and will be out there carrying
on with that later this afternoon.
Evangelina must have tough little feet as she runs around everywhere
barefoot - concrete, sand, gravel - anywhere.
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31st July 2017
I have not planted anything in my vegetable garden. It would only
shrivel up and die whilst I am over visiting you all. The last few
years I have had a row of chilli plants out on the terrace and they
gave me lots of fruit.
I have got a good bit of the driveway cleared of long grass and weeds
and was out there for another couple of hours this morning. Not
long now and I will have a motorway running from the house down
to the track. Making it that wide it should stay fairly clear for quite a
while.
I have been to visit Evangelina a few times. I was down there this
afternoon until it started to get dark. We had a good time playing
and she has acquired a whole load of habits and noises from
me! You can guess who she runs to hide behind whenever someone
wants her for something or it looks like she might be about to get told
off!
4th August 2017
I had a trip over to Caacupe for sightseeing and shopping - and
to go out for lunch. I had a few good hours over there. This week I
have not been so distant and have just been to Piribebuy.
I have had a couple of afternoons playing with Evangelina - and I
don't think I spoil her. You surely don't think I would be getting her
to sit quietly in a corner do you! Yesterday she did her singing and
dancing and cooking up plates of dirt in the little den she has made
for herself. I was round there for her tea time and she sat at the table
with me as that way she eats everything. I will be going back later
today as Emilica's Mum gave me a bag of self raising flour she had
got from somewhere and asked if I could bake a cake for her. Baking
a cake at their house is a little difficult as the cooker is a pile of sticks
on the ground.

something that can be used for baking cakes. The cake I made went
down very well - with suggestions that I should set up as a cake
maker!
I have completed clearing the driveway. I now have a driveway 200
metres long and wide enough to drive a bus down!
You may have seen that there were water and electric
problems. For three days the water was off for most of the day
only coming on at mid evening, and Saturday the electric was also
off. It does now seem to be back to normal.
8th August 2017
Yesterday evening one of the local boys, Matias, came round for
some help with his homework. It was finding myths from Paraguay
for Folklore Day and it was the second time he had needed help with
the same thing. Last time I lent him my book of Paraguay Legends
which I knew contained everything that he would need. He bought
the book back saying that he couldn't find anything relevant in it and
could I find stuff on the internet.
It turns out he had just flicked through a few pages and then given it
up as too difficult. I asked if he had tried the index and he claimed
he could not find it. So I found it, showed him how to use it and
surprise, surprise everything he needed was listed there. So he went
away with the books for a second try at his homework. You may
think that he was one of the younger children, but he is 17 and in the
year before last at school. Clearly he had never before been given a
book and told to look up information for himself. Just shows how
much they don't teach in the schools here.........
11th August 2017

7th August 2017
Yes - meals down at Emilica's are meals made in one pot. There is a
tripod under which sticks are fed into the fire, so not exactly

Yes, cooking and the like are quite primitive down at Emilica's. I
know they have to go out foraging for firewood, but all the same
always manage to get something cooked. There is a bathroom but it
is just a tiny one and I suspect all the fittings have been reused from
somewhere else. Not a hot shower though, just a shower head
through which comes cold water. But then everyone here has to
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make do with a little less - over at Ramona's they have not even got a
sink. They have never got used to having money so any that they
have is got rid of as quickly as possible. I am sure they see me as
very rich and like everyone else find my insistence on budgeting
money most puzzling!
You are correct - the schools are not very good. Unfortunately
Evangelina does look pretty doomed in that being surrounded by
people who know no better does not exactly help.
I had to go into Piribebuy this morning. The tank of the toilet had
started leaking, and so needed replacing. Just cheap plastic things
here - not made to last.
Best wishes to all.
Simon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Newsletter
Thank you for reading this newsletter. I hope you have found it
interesting. A special thank you to all those who have contributed to
this issue.
It would be lovely to include something from you. The more
contributors, the more varied the newsletter, as you will have seen
from this issue.
Please let me have your items for the October issue by Sunday 24th
September. The newsletter will be available on Sunday 1st October.
Thank you very much.
Janet Watts telephone: 717492 email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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