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A Message from our Minister

Church Family News

What do you actually do, to be a Christian, to demonstrate that you
are a Christian, or as a response to Christ's love in your life? This is a
question that Monica raised with us all at the Circuit Youth Service
in September. It wasn't easy to answer. And actually there wasn't a
right answer, everyone is different. Monica made it clear that she
didn't mean just going to church on a Sunday. She meant things that
you do in the rest of your daily life.

On Sunday 10th September we welcomed baby Leah on the occasion
of her baptism. We ask God’s blessing on Leah, her parents Ana and
Cristian Kurti, and their son Nathaniel. We send our congratulations
and best wishes to the family.

One of the young people said that he needed to be honest with other
people about going to church, about believing in Jesus. This rang true
with me. As a new Christian, back from university, I was terrified
that my family would discover my new found faith. I hadn't joined a
church at that stage, so I went to one nearby on a Sunday morning.
But someone was there who knew my family innocently spilt the
beans in the following week. The secret was out! Actually it wasn't a
big deal in the end. But I remained very awkward in confessing my
faith to others.
Eventually I decided that I just needed to be honest about who I was.
If someone asked me what I was doing this weekend, I'd tell them
about church in the conversation. I realised that if I was deliberately
avoiding mentioning church, or praying, or God, then I wasn't being
myself.
Years later, called into ordained ministry, I felt God was asking me to
continue to be honest about the person I really am. And I really am
someone who prays, who sings to God, who believes in Jesus and
tries to cooperate with the Holy Spirit who lives in me. It's
supernatural, but it's real!
So what do I do, to be a Christian? I be myself, honestly. What about
you?
Graham

Please remember Betty and Bill Atkins in your prayers. Bill is now
home after a time in hospital and we pray that God will strengthen
Betty and Bill and keep them in his care.
Please also continue to remember others among our church family
and friends who are in need of our prayers and God’s loving care.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Charity Christmas Card
It’s not too early to be thinking about Christmas, even though as I
write this we are still in September!
This year we are again hoping that you will send greetings to others
who read the newsletter through a card which will be an insert in the
December newsletter, in return for a donation to the charity we will
be supporting this year, which is Keech
Hospice Care.
Look out for envelopes, which will be
available from the middle of October, in which you can put your
greeting along with your donation. Please put your envelope in the
offering bag as soon as you can, and by Sunday 19th November at
the very latest. Please limit your greeting if possible to 15 words,
including your name/s.
Please speak to me if you need any further information.

Janet Watts

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Church Flowers in October

Harvest Festival

We thank those who have agreed to donate the flowers to enhance
our worship this month.
1st October
Janet Watts
8th October
Ann and Michael Sharp
15th October
Frances Impey
22nd October
Ann and David Blair
29th October
Jill Dix

On Sunday 17th September we celebrated our Harvest Festival with
services led by Chris Izzard and Brian Addington.

As we look at the flowers let us remember the beauty and variety of
God’s creation. We thank God for his goodness to us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Flower Rota
A very big "THANK YOU" to everyone who has
donated flowers for the church during 2017.
Once again the time has arrived when I would like to
prepare the Flower Rota for 2018. The new rota will
be available from the middle of October - so if you would like to
donate flowers on any particular Sunday/Sundays during 2018 please
have a word with me and let me know which date/dates you would
prefer.
As usual I am quite happy to purchase and arrange the flowers on
your behalf - just let me know.
These flowers help to enhance our Sunday Worship and are always
received with grateful thanks by those to whom they are donated each
week.
Thank you.
Beryl

Thank you to all those who brought gifts,
which were taken to the Prebend Day
Centre in Bedford. They were greatly appreciated.
If you were at church I’m sure you will
agree that the flowers looked beautiful.
The photographs don’t show the flowers in
their full glory, but if you were unable to
attend I hope they will give you an idea of
how beautiful they were. Our thanks go to
Beryl and Maryan for the arrangements,
which greatly enhanced our worship as we
thanked God for his wonderful goodness to
us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank you, too, for your gifts of money for All We Can, which will
help poorer communities in parts of the world where there is a need.
£141 was given, some of which was Gift Aided and will be increased
by 25%.
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Messy Church

Our first session of this year began with the theme of Moses. Our
eight families met in church for refreshments and were then told of
the various crafts available in the back room. These included a ‘jelly
baby’ Moses in a basket of chocolate crispies, a sparkly sequined
Egyptian collar, and a picture of baby Moses in the bulrushes made
with finger painting, all prepared before the families arrived.
The children and parents then met in church with Graham to hear and
see the story of Moses, whilst the helpers transformed the back room
from a craft room to a ‘restaurant’, enjoying sausage and mash and
some of Maryan’s usual delicious cake.
It is a good time of fellowship, sharing with families from all over
Flitwick.
If you would like to experience a Messy Church, just tell Graham and
join us at one of our future events on:
Monday 30th October
Monday 13th November
Monday 18th December.
We won’t tell you the themes now – so it will be a surprise when you
come!

Linda Pitts
7

Beds and Herts Bike ‘n’ Hike 2017
As you read this another energetic day by
enthusiastic cyclists and walkers in the
area will have been completed for their
annual bike and hike. This year 14
people called at our church during the day
although there were many more involved
in this event around the two counties. This Historic Trust supports
the financial need of many churches of many denominations, and this
has included Clophill Methodist Church. This is a good way of
raising funds and making people aware of support given.
We had a sponsor form in our foyer where people could sponsor the
number of people visiting during the day, or make a general donation.
If you were one of these please let Linda have your donation October
31st, and if you were not one of these but wish you had been, Linda
will happily receive any further donations. Please speak to Linda if
you need further details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wesley Guild
The programme for the 2017-2018 session of the
Guild is now available. Please take a copy from the
foyer if you have not already received one.
Everyone is welcome to come to any of the meetings.
It promises to be another varied and interesting
session. If you are unable to come regularly, book the dates of those
meetings you will find particularly interesting and come along and
join us when you can.
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Operation Christmas Child
Our annual Shoebox evening when we pack
shoeboxes with gifts for the Operation
Christmas Child appeal will be held on
Monday 6th November.

Suitable Shoebox Items

The following is taken from the Operation Christmas Child Website.
Toys
Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or
stuffed toys (with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping
rope, ball, small puzzles etc.
School Supplies
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad
sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring
& picture books etc.
Hygiene Items
Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush,
flannel.
Other Items
Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set,
wind up torch, wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least
March of the following year).
Do Not Include
Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, play
soldiers or knives; chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of
any type including bubbles; medicines; hand-made or knitted stuffed
toys; anything of a political, racial or religious nature; sharp objects;
glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; playing cards of the 4-suit
variety; clothing other than as listed above.

1st Flitwick Boys Brigade
We started the new session with a party to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Junior
Section. Challenges were undertaken, games
played, food enjoyed and a large cake complete
with 100 candles shared. The Junior section will
continue with more of the 100 challenges for the
centenary over the next few weeks lookout for
news on our Facebook page and the one post we
will be looking to get 100 likes on!
Company and Senior Sections have a survival theme at the moment
and have so far managed to light fires, boil water and cook noodles!
More survival themed evenings will follow as well as preparing for
the national 10-pin Bowling Competition in October.
Anchor Boys have enjoyed some harvest activities and have been
measuring their sun flowers they planted earlier in the year to see
who has the tallest!
As ever at this time of year we have a number of boys who have not
returned after the summer break – however in the case of the Anchor
Boys then we are grateful to have a waiting list of new boys to take
the places of those who have left.
Staffing is becoming more stable but new assistance is always
appreciated.
To keep up to date with everything happening at Flitwick BB then do
Find us on Facebook or Follow us on Twitter.
Thank you for your continued support for BB.
God Bless.

Angela Brydon
Company Captain

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Leaflet
October 2017

Prayer Suggestions for October
Week beginning 1st October - Our Church
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for our minister, Graham, and his family.
Pray for the Leadership Team (stewards and steward
helpers).
Pray for those who provide the music and sound
amplification for our services.
Pray for pastoral leaders.
Pray for the members of the Property and Finance
Committee.
Pray for all the groups that meet during the week.
Thank God that many people in our church give their
skills and talents in God’s service.

Week beginning 8th October - Prisons Week
(Prayers from the Prisons Week Website)

You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
brings the life of Christ to mind;
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find.
Fred Kaan
Singing the Faith 696 verse 4

Sunday
The Prisons Week Prayer
Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We pray for those in prison.
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. Support with your
love prisoners and their families and friends, prison staff and all who
care. Heal those who have been wounded by the actions of others,
especially the victims of crime. Help us to forgive one another, to act
justly, love mercy and walk humbly together with Christ in his
strength and in his Spirit, now and every day. Amen.
Monday
For those who are prisoners
Tuesday
For victims of crime
Wednesday For the families of the victims and the prisoners
Thursday
For communities affected by crime
Friday
For those who work in prisons
Saturday
For all working in the criminal justice

Week beginning 15th October - Week of Prayer for World Peace
(Prayers ideas from the Week of Prayer for World Peace website)
Sunday

11

World Leaders
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

The Environment and Stewardship
Refugees and victims of war
Conservation in the animal kingdom
An end to the exploitation of children and adults
Seeking alternatives to violence
The unity of all humanity

Week beginning 22nd October - One World Week

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

May we recognise our responsibility for the whole of
creation.
Thank God for communication that enables us to be
aware of what is happening in the world.
(United Nations Day) Pray for the work of the United
Nations as they seek to maintain worldwide peace and
security.
Pray for a world where there is justice and equality.
Pray God will help us to act responsibly and care for
the planet we live on.
Help us and everyone to use the earth’s resources
wisely.
Help us to support Fairtrade in our purchases.

Services in October
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this
month, especially during the week prior to the service.
1st October
10.30 am
Rev. Kath Pawlett
Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Rev. Lorna Valentine
8th October

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Thea Lee – JMA and Parade
Rev. Charlie Connor

15th October

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Local Worship - Songs of Praise
Paul Cooper

22nd October

10.30 am

Angie Woodcraft
United Service with Ampthill
Keith Lilley

6.00 pm
29th October

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Janet Watts (Café Church)
Healing Service at Trinity,
Biggleswade

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

3 days beginning 29th October - The Bible
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

On this Bible Sunday we pray that the Bible will
always be our gateway to fellowship with God.
Thank God for those who translate and distribute the
Bible in all parts of the world.
May the Bible always be our lifeline and keep us
from straying from the truth.

Monday 30th October
3.30 pm to 5.30 pm
Refreshments, craft, stories, fun, singing, and a cooked tea.
Please contact Graham on 01525 713468 for more information.
Donations welcome to cover costs.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Stations
If you have been in church over that last three months you will have
seen a prayer station near the sound desk. You will have been able to
see three of the prayer stations that we used in our July prayer
morning on the ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus from John’s Gospel. In July
the prayer station focused on ‘I am True Vine’ (John 15:1), followed
by ‘I am the Good Shepherd’ (John 10:11) in August. Then last
month, to coincide with the month when we celebrate harvest, we
looked at ‘I am the Bread of Life (John 6:35).
Now the focus changes from John’s Gospel to the Acts of the
Apostles. On Saturday 23rd September we held a Prayer Morning
when we used the following passage from Acts 2:42-47:
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe
at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Each of the prayer stations looked an aspect of this passage, using the
headings from the Revd. Loraine Mellor and Jill Baker’s theme for
their year as President and Vice-President of the Methodist
Conference: ‘Day by day – Exploring the rhythm of mission and
discipleship’.
The five prayer stations we set up were: Give Thanks, Pray, Read
and Reflect, Act - Fellowship and Eating together, and Act - Serving
Others.

The Upper Room
at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays
Dates in October – 12th and 26th
Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am.
Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm.
Proceeds after expenses for local charities. All are welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Clophill News
Tea and Chat
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon
Coffee and Croissant Morning
Saturday 7th October
10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Messy Church
Saturday 14th October
4.00 pm – 6.00 pm
All age craft activities, worship and a meal.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Donations welcome to cover costs.
Contact 07920 568861

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Circuit Prayer Meetings
You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on
Monday 9th October at 4.15 pm at Putnoe Heights
and Monday 23rd October at 10.30 am at Willingon.

This month you will be able to see the ‘Pray’ prayer station, where
you will find lots of ideas for praying in different ways. I hope you
will find some of these ideas helpful.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Wilstead Methodist Church

News from Paraguay

Celebrating 50 years of the present Methodist Church
in Wilstead

16th August 2017
Emilica brought Evangelina round on Monday and of course
Evangelina was pleased as I had the drawer of toy soldiers and farm
yard animals out for her. Once she realised she could play with them
all as she liked everything was tipped out over the floor. No surprise
that she was not very keen on the idea of being taken home again. I
went round later in the afternoon and she was playing with a couple
of animals that had obviously found their way into her pocket!

Flitwick Singers Concert
Friday 20th October at 7.30 pm
Admission Free. Refreshments

All Welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘the connexion’ Magazine
Issue 9 of the connexion magazine is now available. This issue has
the title ‘Transformational Leadership’ and, as always, there are
interesting short articles which give an insight into what is happening
in Methodist Churches all around the country. This magazine also
contains pictures of this year’s Methodist Conference.
It is a magazine which is always well worth reading.
There may still be some copies of this issue available in the foyer,
along with some older issues. You are welcome to take a copy, and
you may wish to pass it on to someone else when you have read it.

Yesterday was a holiday for the founding of Asuncion and as one of
the areas further down the track is called Barrio - a neighbourhood of
Asuncion - there is always a festival there and Emilica's mum invited
me to go there with them.
When I went round to their house Evangelina, who had been put into
her going out clothes, saw me and started jumping around telling
everyone she was going to play with toys. Luckily there was -plenty
going on at the festival to make up for her missing out on playing
with toys.
By the time we arrived, the mass had already started, and as always it
was being held outside and as there were so many people we stood
out in the street to listen. After it had finished the various idols were
paraded up and down the street. The rest of the day there was a
festival which meant ice lollies for Evangelina and a meal for
everyone. During the afternoon there was bingo - but I was too busy
to get involved in that - and then last thing a little rodeo which was
mainly ranch hands dressed up as South American cowboys showing
how sharply they could make their horses turn. After all that it was
no surprise that Evangelina fell asleep on the way home...........

The magazine is also online on the Methodist Church website where
you can download a copy and also order print copies.

18th August 2017
It has been warm and sunny here this week, although once again wet
and cold is forecast for the weekend.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Emilica is indeed working in Asuncion. As far as I can gather she is
a maid and nanny, so her days are kept very full and time off is kept
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to the minimum. She tries to get home every Saturday but is not
allowed to leave until all the lunch stuff is washed up and cleared
away, so if they have guests or a late lunch she is not able to get
home at all.
The tractors are currently working on repairing the track. They have
been at it for a while so hopefully will make a good job of it this
time, although there will be no way of telling whether or not they
have until after the next big storm.
23rd August 2017
You did guess correctly - Evangelina is really being bought up by her
grandmother, who she calls mum, so she has two mums! Emilica,
when she can get home, is normally only able to stay for Saturday
night and when she arrived this last Saturday Evangelina teased her,
as she always does, by calling her auntie. I don't spoil her; I just
train her to be more active and inquisitive than all the other little ones
who just sit quietly and timidly by their mothers before becoming
maids or farm labourers. I have told them that by the time she is at
school I will have her demanding more and asking the teachers why
they are not teaching her anything. Normally she is left to entertain
herself and so it is always noticed that every time I am around there
she is doing something new - normally something that she might not
otherwise be allowed to do. Yesterday it was jumping between the
tops of upturned buckets, a game to be added to some of her other
favourites I have taught her like balancing, walking along the tops of
low walls and using a broom as a hobby horse.
28th August 2017
I am surprised to hear that it is sunny with you with it being a bank
holiday - although of course that may all have changed by
now! Here the strong wind that had been blowing has finally
stopped and it is warm and sunny. Although it is still winter it is
forecast to be 37 several days this week.

Before then as it is so nice outside and due to stay that way all week I
will probably spend most of it doing things around the garden.
30th August 2017
There is not a St Ramon church around here - but I guess he must be
a saint of something to do with children. There are, of course,
millions of saints.
On my way home from Piribebuy this morning I went to say hello
to Evangelina and Emilica's mum told me to drop off my stuff at
home and come back as I was invited to a birthday party. It was a 6th
birthday party and was well down the track, a little further even that
the church I went to recently. I think the people there must be
related to Emilica's mum's side of the family. So that made a very
nice surprise day out. There were other little ones for Evangelina to
run around with. The house was no more than basic (I will put a
photo on facebook, but with no comments as to who actually lives
there so as not to embarrass anyone) The walls looked like a
collection of mismatched planks with various bits of tin sheeting for
the roof - the sort of thing that should be shown to anyone over
there who moans about being a bit poor. As for the children they
were very happy playing with all the broken bits of toys that were
scattered around.
4th September 2017
When I visit at Christmas I will bring both my jumpers to keep me
warm, but as when it rains over here the thing to do is stay indoors. I
probably don't have anything that you would call rain wear - so I
hope it does not rain whilst I am over!
There is a bit of a problem with water at the moment. Every day it
has been going off for long periods of time. I think there is a leak in
the pipe that comes across my land and up to the house, so that will
need to be dealt with at some point.

Later this week it is the day of Saint Ramon, which for reasons I don't
completely understand, Emilica's mum always holds a big children's
party for - so of course I will be going to that.

13th September 2017
The weather here is lovely spring weather. Luckily I am far from the
hurricanes although there were some very strong winds on Sunday as
a storm blew through.
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My friend Daniel came round to visit me to listen to some of my
music on Friday. He is the husband of one of the daughters of the
family down the track near to the school and with being from Peru
neither speaks Guarani or likes the traditional Paraguarian music,
which is all they play - so when he and his family visit he usually
comes over here a while.
The reason for their visit was that it was the 50th Wedding of the
couple down there so all their family had come. On Saturday night
they had a big party with their whole field covered in tables and
chairs. It made a very good night out and plenty to eat as two whole
cows went on the barbecue and just about everyone from around
there went. Handy it was not too far to walk home afterwards in the
dark as it was 1 am!
19th September 2017
Yes - it is true there are often parties to go to. I'm not quite sure
what happened this weekend as there wasn't one! I can tell you a
funny story about the last party I went to. It was held on the field of
the school I originally was involved with when I first went to
Paraguay so I was asked about the people who also came over on the
project. One person who chatted to me was keen to contact one of
the girls who she became quite friendly with and even named her
daughter after her. Luckily I am in contact with this girl so I was
able to put her in touch with her via facebook. However I really
should have guessed what would happen next as I got simultaneous
messages saying "She's written in English/Spanish - help I don't
understand!" Fortunately I was able to explain to both of them how
to translate each other's messages and I think that is now all sorted.
This week it looks like being warm and sunny which is handy as
there are several things I want to get done in the garden. Also with a
bit of luck Colin will invite me for lunch in Piribebuy one day as that
is always handy for getting bigger things home from the shops in his
car. Also I plan to take a trip into Paraguari as I have not been there
for a few weeks.
Best wishes.
Simon
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You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on following
dates at 11 am:
Wednesday 4th October
Preacher: The Reverend Simon Manley-Cooper,
Honorary Chaplain, (Staff & Volunteers) St Albans Cathedral

Wednesday 1st November
Preacher: The Reverend Fr. Brian Reynolds,
Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch in the Abbots Kitchen
All are Welcome.
Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain: Reverend Simon Carver
Email: simoncarver@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Newsletter
Thank you for reading this newsletter and thank you to those who
have contributed items.
Do you have something you would like to share with others? It
would be lovely to hear from you. Please let me have your items for
the November issue by Sunday 22nd October. Thank you very
much.
Janet Watts telephone: 717492 email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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