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A Message from our Minister

Church Family News

"And God made two great lights - the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night - and the stars"
Genesis 1.16 NRSV.

Congratulations to Angela Brydon, Linda Pitts and Sheila Smith on
receiving awards at the Community Awards Ceremony on 28th April.

Hoping that we might see our Sun shining in June!
The creation story in Genesis doesn't use the Hebrew word for the
Sun. Maybe it's because it sounds too similar to the name of the
Babylonian Sun god. Instead, it is called "the greater light". The Sun
is certainly a great light: unbelievably massive, completely
dangerous, immensely powerful. Yet it's a vital part of our existence.
I recently bought a copy of Danny Boyle's 2007 Science Fiction film
Sunshine. The story sends a team of brave astronauts and scientists
very close to our Sun to try to reignite it's failing mechanisms: "The
Sun is dying" starts the script "Mankind faces extinction". At several
points in the film, crew members stand motionless, staring at heavilyshielded images of our nearest star. The sense of awe is well
portrayed. They are overwhelmed.
The film gave me a new awe too, as I see light shining through the
window on a clear morning. I know that the physical processes that
created and run the Sun are well documented and studied, but I think
the reality is beyond human comprehension.
Genesis tells us that God made "the greater light" to rule the day. And
God saw that it was good. I agree. Wishing you a sunny June!
Graham
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Barbara Fenney
Barbara Fenney’s funeral was held on Friday 28th April. Barbara
had been a member of our church for many years and over the years
had various roles within the church including in the Sunday School
and Girls’ Brigade. Girls’ Brigade was something which was
particularly close to her heart. She attended different groups such as
the Women’s Pleasant Hour and Wesley Guild. She enjoyed craft
and she did a lot of knitting for the annual Operation Christmas Child
shoe box appeal. She supported all aspects of church life.
Barbara was always well prepared for anything she undertook to do.
She attended worship whenever she could and she liked to read the
Bible Readings in services.
We continue to remember Barbara’s family in our prayers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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A Special Birthday

BEH Spring Synod Saturday 6th May 2017

Many members of the church joined family and friends of Margaret
Olney on Saturday 22nd April in celebration of her special birthday.

I am writing this on the evening after the Synod as it is fresh in my
mind and because I failed to report on the last one because I did not
make the time to do so.

What a wonderful sunny day it was and lunch altogether in one room
of Thistle Barn was fabulous.
My father and Margaret’s were pals and enjoyed playing snooker
together. Margaret’s family were living in Westoning Road at that
time.
Margaret and I went to the same small private school in Flitwick.
The school was situated behind Crawley’s Warehouse in High Street,
Flitwick, a wholesale fruit and vegetable business.
The school was a timber building with coke burning stove for heating
in winter, wooden desks and benches the only furniture.
A long narrow footpath from High Street between a privet hedge and
lilac bushes led to the school. There was a large playing field beyond
at the eastern end of what is now Highlands. It was an old sand
extraction.
Miss Hetley from Ampthill was our Headmistress. I also remember
Miss Cole but no other staff that I can recall. Margaret, do you
remember Nancy Palmer, Janet Squires and Carol Worbey who were
pupils. ALL A LONG TIME AGO. (73 years)

John Washington
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Flowers in June
We thank those who have agreed to donate the flowers to enhance
our worship this month.
4th June
Rosemary Gregory
11th June
Betty Atkins
18th June
Maryan Pateman
25th June
Frances Impey

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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What a wonderful morning it was in spite of the long drive down to
Rayleigh in Essex. We received our ‘goodie pack’ at the door. This is
usually in a plastic flimsy but this time all our leaflets, magazines etc
were in a fair trade recycled newspaper bag which was a gift to
Spring Synod from Methodist publishing. We were also told not to
open the other bag to be found on our seat!
Worship was amazing and different, led by Messy Church and their
puppets. We were treated to a song about feeding the 5 thousand to
the tune of ‘I will walk 5 hundred miles duddle a dudda etc’ and then
a story based on the feeding of the 5 thousand – it seemed that they
had about 5 thousand puppets too and a wonderful band of young
people who were operating them (didn’t see them). We definitely
need some puppets for our messy church if only one or two to begin
with!! We were then allowed to open our gift bag which had a crayon
and a paper fish upon which we had to write down a gift we thought
we possessed. It also contained a flapjack bar. We placed our fish
back in the bag and swapped it with another person.
We had the usual reports...
•

Candidates for ordained ministry of which there was only one
this year and who didn’t make it through. We were asked to
make sure that anyone who we know who may be thinking of
candidating to put names forward to Rev Caroline Weaver or
Rev David Chapman at the early stages because there is a
long process of reflection and study before the process begins.
Discernment is the operative word here for candidate and
committee alike. It is not an easy job, the responsibility is
great as I found out first hand when I gave 3 years to this
committee myself.
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•
•

Probationers committee – we were told that we have 5
probationers this year and 2 more in September. There are no
ordinations this year.
Safeguarding – Rev Gill Crippen practically informed us that
as new guidelines and information on procedures was soon to
be in circulation we should do some serious recycling of all
the previous stuff which is now outdated. I admire anyone
who takes on anything to do with safeguarding and Gill gave
us an amusing short talk (difficult on such a serious
subject)which included everyone receiving a liquorice allsort
– because we are ‘all sorts’. She took us through a quick
history of how safeguarding started in 2002 and why it
matters basically coming down to people feeling confident
that they will be looked after and be safe in our churches and
enabling us to do mission well. David Chapman summed up
her presentation by referring to the lectionary reading for this
Sunday which is Jesus the Shepherd at the gate of the
sheepfold.

Key note speaker
This was an amazing young woman called Laura Cox who is the
Communications Manager for ‘All We Can’ – Look up Isaiah 58
verses 6 – 9 and also read the following quote attributed to being
inspired by John Wesley
“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can,
to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”

•

•

Emergency humanitarian relief e.g. earthquakes, hurricanes,
climate change, war and conflicts
Long term partnerships – this year the Harvest focus is on
Zimbabwe and a family story personally known to Laura as
she spent time in January out there with them

All We Can do not ‘give hand outs’ but find out what the people are
good at and do already and then train and facilitate in order for them
to get on with it themselves. Laura said that all the people ever ask
for is ‘to be remembered’.
All We Can are looking for ‘Partner Churches’ and David Chapman
added that the decision making processes of this charity are speedy
and efficient and very effective in supporting relief development.
These were the highlights of the morning and after a short comfort
break we had updates on the Learning Network and 3 Generate –
please go to Methodist.org.uk/3generate to see the 3 manifestos they
wrote at last year’s event. We also had a short presentation about the
‘best kept Methodist secret’ – the Methodist Summer Fellowship – I
must admit I have never heard of it but they celebrate 100 years this
year so if you fancy a Methodist summer holiday google the title.
All the other synod business was cleared including the usually
humorous property report. I love people who can make boring things
a good laugh!!
A long drive home but on pleasingly free flowing roads and in good
spirits from a morning well spent.

Maryan Pateman

This is the challenge we all face.
Laura reminded us that this movement/charity started in 1945 when
Rev Henry Carter started the Methodist Refugee Fund and since then
there have been 5 changes to its title and focus, although this has
mainly remained reaching out to those who suddenly find that they
have nothing. This happens through...

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Morning
The next prayer morning will be on Saturday 1st July from 9.30 am
to 12 noon. This will be another opportunity for you to spend some
time with God in the quiet and peaceful atmosphere of the church.
There will be prayer stations with suggestions for prayer which you
may wish to use, or you can just sit and pray as God leads you.
You are welome to come for just a short time or stay as long as you
wish. Coffee will be served at 10.15 to be followed at 10.45 by a
reflection led by Graham. The morning will finish with a Bring and
Share lunch.

Janet Watts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Women’s Pleasant Hour
The Women’s Pleasant Hour has been meeting for many years, but
sadly the decision has been taken that there will be no more meetings.
The small number of people meeting meant that last September we
reduced the number of meetings to two a month in the hope that we
could keep the meeting going, but it has proved to be unviable.
The Flitwick Women’s Pleasant Hour has been in existence, (at first
as the Women’s Bright Hour) for a long time. There is a record of
meetings taking place in 1940, and, as far as we know, there have
been meetings ever since then.
Those of us who have attended the Women’s Pleasant Hour will have
some happy memories of the fellowship we shared, of the various
speakers and practical activities, as well as the anniversary services
and the anniversary concerts given by Pat Almond and friends.

Methodist Prayer Handbook
The Methodist Prayer Handbook for 20172018 will be published at the beginning of
August ready for the new Methodist year in
September. The title of the handbook is
‘Jesus, the first and last’ taken from the hymn
by Charles Wesley.
The advertising for the Prayer Handbook
says:
JESUS THE FIRST AND LAST celebrates the
Jesus of history, the Christ of faith and our cosmic Lord; the first
word and the last word, which has not yet been spoken. We explore
how the immensity of Jesus means that we need to experience him in
many different ways and be open to the surprises he is yet to show us.
We also explore the depth and diversity of personal Christian faith
and experience, and the different perceptions and experiences of
Christ found within and across the Churches of the world.
If you wish to order a copy please let me know by Sunday 23rd July.
The cost will be £3.50, payable when you receive your copy, not
when you order.
If you have never ordered a prayer handbook and have not seen one,
you may like to look at a copy of this year’s handbook to see whether
you feel this would be useful to you. If so please speak to me.

Janet Watts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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1st Flitwick Boys Brigade
May has been a busy month – 6 Anchor Boys
enjoyed a trip to mead Open Farm, 3 Juniors
took part in the Battalion Water games,
finishing 4th. And the whole company worked
together to collect the Christian Aid Envelopes
from Chapel Road and the Thinnings – in the
rain!
May also saw our Annual Awards when every
boy in the Company received a certificate to mark the previous 12
months in BB. With the younger sections growing we gave out
special awards for the top three boys in Anchor Boys and Junior
Section. Also Awards for best recruits and most improved boy. Also
the best Squad in Anchor Boys and Junior Section were also
rewarded.
The top boys in each section were as follows:
Anchor Boys 1st William Thomas
3rd William Le-Tallec

2nd Jamie Ng-Millar

July 10th

Barbecue at Maryan’s

4.30 pm

August 7th

Walk on Flitwick Moor
11.30 am
Bring and Share Lunch at Sheila and Ivan’s 12 noon

Sept. 11th

Visit to Wardown Museum, Luton

1.00 pm

All are welcome. Look out for further details later.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee Morning
Saturday 24th June
10.00 to 12.00
Raising money to help defray the cost of sending the Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes overseas.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

st

Junior Section 1 Matthew Brydon
3rd David Sutton
Company Section 1st Jacky Chen

Wesley Guild Summer Activities

nd

2 Chris Sutton

2nd Tyler Fossey

In June we will take part in the Carnival once again and then get out
and about over the summer.
Thank you for your continued support for BB.
God Bless.
Angela

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday 12th June 2017
At the Millennium Park (at church if wet)
3.30 pm – 5.30 pm
All families welcome.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Donations welcome to cover costs.
Contact Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights for further details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Leaflet
June 2017

Prayer Suggestions for June
Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord for he is
good; his love endures for ever. Psalm 106 verse 1
3days beginning 1st June - Thy Kingdom Come
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Praise God for the prayer movement being embraced
by many people around the country and the world.
Pray that we will be faithful in our prayers during this
special time and in the future.
As we have joined in with the Circuit 5@5 prayer time
help us to continue to pray for the people we have
named in our prayers.

Week beginning 4th June - Pentecost
Sunday

Holy Spirt, gift bestower,
breathe into our hearts today.
Flowing water, dove that hovers,
Holy Spirit, guide our way.
Love inspirer, joy releaser
Spirit, take our fears away.
Reconciler, peace restorer
move among us while we pray.
Singing the Faith 383 verse 1
13

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

We pray that the Holy Spirit will come among us in a
new and refreshing way.
We pray that the Holy Spirit will breathe new life into
our lives and our churches.
Pray that the cleansing fire of the Holy Spirit will
take away what is wrong in our lives and give us a
new energy to work for him.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will build us up and
encourage us to explore new ways forward.
(General Election) We ask the Holy Spirit to guide us
in our voting today.
Pray that God will help us to display the fruit of the
Spirit in our lives.
Thank God that he has given each of us gifts of the
Spirit enabling us to work for him.

Week beginning 11th June - Methodist Homes
Sunday

Today is Methodist Homes Sunday. Pray for those
who run Methodist Homes.
14

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Thank God for the work of Methodist Homes
throughout the country.
Pray for staff and chaplains in Methodist Homes.
Pray for the work of Anjulita Court in Bedford and
Elmside in Hitchin.
Pray for the residents of Methodist Homes.
Pray for the Live at Home schemes.
Pray for those who volunteer in Methodist Homes.

Week beginning 18th June - Fathers
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

On this Father’s Day we thank God that he is our
Heavenly Father.
Pray for fathers everywhere, especially those we
know.
(World Refugee Day) Pray for refugee families and
for fathers who feel that they are in a hopeless
situation.
Pray for single fathers.
Pray for fathers whose work takes them away from
home and their families.
Pray for fathers who are unemployed, that they might
find work.
Pray that fathers may understand the needs of their
families.

6 days beginning 25th June - Methodist Conference
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Pray for ministers being ordained at the Methodist
Conference in Birmingham today.
Pray for the new President and Vice-President of
Conference, Revd Loraine Mellor and Jill Baker.
Pray for all those attending the Methodist Conference.
Pray that the discussions taking place at the Methodist
Conference will be fruitful.
On this last day of Conference thank God for all the
work that is done by our church leaders.
Thank God for the Methodist Church in Britain and
around the world.
15
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Services in June
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this
month, especially during the week prior to the service.
4th June
10.30 am
Anne Foley (United Service at
Ampthill)
3.00 pm
Pentecost in the Park near
Ampthill Hub
11th June
10.30 am
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
United with Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Brian Addington
18th June
10.30 am
Angie Woodcraft (United
Service at Ampthill)
6.00 pm
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Holy Communion
25th June
10.30 am
Janet Watts (United Service)
6.00 pm
Richard Crane
If you need transport to the services at Ampthill please speak to the
stewards. It would also be helpful to know of anyone with spare
seats in a car.

Bible Month Passages of Scripture
As you know during June we are holding united services with
Ampthill in celebration of Bible Month (see above). The Methodist
Church has chosen James as the book to study during this month.
You might like to read the book of James in preparation for these
services. The passages for each Sunday are:
June 4th at Ampthill
James chapter 1
June 11th at Flitwick
James chapter 2
June 18th at Ampthill
James 3 v. 1 – 4 v. 12
June 25th at Flitwick
James 4 v. 13 – 5 v. 20

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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FLITWICK METHODIST CHURCH
Minutes of the Annual General Church Meeting
held on Monday 24th April 2017
The meeting was chaired by Rev Graham Claydon-Knights and attended by
28 members of the Church family.
1. Opening devotions
Rev Claydon-Knights opened the meeting with a prayer. This was followed
by Singing the Faith 669 (“The Saviour, when to heaven he rose,”), sung by
all and a reading from Acts 1 v 1-8, read by Janet Watts. Reverend
Claydon-Knights then shared some thoughts, based on the hymn and
reading, with the meeting. He then led a further prayer, followed by “The
Lord’s Prayer.”
2. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Angela Brydon and Richard Luscombe.
3. Minutes of the last AGM on 18th April 2016 and matters arising
The minutes of this meeting were approved by the meeting and signed by
Rev Claydon-Knights.

Secretary, Property & Finance Committee: John Bunker
Communion Stewards: Margaret Olney (co-ordinator), Sue Bunker, Beryl
Cooper, Roger Cooper, Rosemary Gregory, Ebo Ofori Quaah.
Ebo Ofori Quaah agreed to act as the steward representative to Circuit
Meeting.
Peter Fletcher proposed that Janet Watts should be elected as a
representative to Church Council and this was unanimously agreed.
5. Discussion of annual reports and life of the Church
Rev Claydon-Knights thanked all who had provided reports for prior
circulation and those who made the things which were contained in the
reports happen.
Luncheon Club – Beryl Cooper advised that, regretfully, owing to the
difficulties in continuing it, Luncheon Club would finish at the end of the year.
The remaining sessions would take place in June, September and
December.
Holiday Club – Rev Claydon-Knights stated that this had been a great
success and he paid tribute to intense activity from a lot of people, not all of
whom are regular church attendees. He was grateful to all who worked hard
to make it happen.

Appointment of Church Officers and representatives to Church
Council
Rev Claydon-Knights advised that he had received no nominations for any
appointments. As reported at last year’s meeting, Janet Watts was standing
down as a steward. Ebo Ofori Quaah and Maryan Pateman indicated their
willingness to continue as stewards. These and all other appointments were
carried over from last year.
The full list of appointments which were unanimously approved by the
meeting were:
Church Stewards: Ebo Ofori Quaah, Maryan Pateman
Representatives to Church Council: Sue Bunker, Peter Fletcher, Rosemary
Gregory, David Hallworth, Richard Luscombe, Linda Pitts, John Washington
Church Treasurer: Janet May
Church Council Secretary: David Blair
Lay Chairman, Property & Finance Committee: David Blair

Looking Forward Group – Amy Kay stated that she had hoped that things
would have moved a bit further forward, but some good work had been done
on the action plan developed from the SWOT analysis at the Looking
Forward day. It was important that the plan was achievable and areas of
focus included:
Work with adherents
The various groups already in existence – should all carry on or were some
new ones required?
Making best use of current assets
Car Parking
Skills of the membership group
Re-assessing faith in the church – prayer groups, bible study groups
Communications strategy
The mitigation of threats so that the membership feels more comfortable with
them
Succession planning
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4.

It was hoped that the action plan will generate conversation and discussion.
Rev Claydon-Knights thanked the group for the work put into developing the
plan.
6. Ministry and witness of the church
Holiday Club – Rev Claydon-Knights stated that he was delighted that this
activity happens. A good number of parents had been involved in the final
session and the children seemed happy to be there. He also praised the
standard of the refreshments and stated that it was a marvellous thing to run
such children’s work.
Pastoral Visitors – Rev Claydon-Knights stressed the importance of
pastoral work and stated that more visitors were required.
Margaret Fletcher advised that the next Pastoral Committee meeting was
scheduled for the following Wednesday. She also indicated that Beryl
Cooper had agreed to become a Pastoral Visitor. This appointment was
endorsed unanimously by the meeting.
Looking Forward – Rev Claydon-Knights asked “Where are we going?” and
stated that the ongoing review may result in decisions that are not to the
liking of everyone.
“Open the Book” – Anne Foley requested an update on this initiative which
is being led by Flitwick Parish Church. Linda Pitts advised that she had
attended a number of the planning meetings and, so far, a session had been
held at both Templefield and Kingsmoor Lower Schools. Two further
assembly sessions were planned for Templefield. She was intending to
attend another planning meeting next Wednesday. More volunteers to
participate would be welcome – there wasn’t a heavy commitment involved.
Peter Fletcher supported Linda’s comments.
“Shoe Box” Appeal – Roger Cooper raised the question of sourcing and
covering sufficient shoe boxes. He further indicated that it was possible to
purchase ready covered boxes, and that Beryl and he would be willing to
provide the necessary funding. The meeting expressed thanks for this kind
offer.
Cafe Church – Roger Cooper raised the issue of clearing up after Cafe
Church. Currently it seemed to be done by very few people and more help
was needed.
19

Christian Aid – Ann Blair stated that information regarding Christian Aid
Week would appear in the forthcoming monthly newsletter. The number of
available collectors was diminishing due to age and health issues. However,
she requested support for the Tesco collection on 5th May and the “Big
Brekkie” to be held at our church on 13th May.
7. Property and Finance
There were no new issues since the pre-circulation of the property report.
It was stated that the damage incurred during the recent break-in was being
addressed and it was confirmed that all costs would be covered by Methodist
Insurance, less the £50 excess.
John Bunker reported that a further instance of the upstairs fire door being
left open had been reported. It appeared that the door had dropped on its
hinges, such that the catch wouldn’t engage.
Ebo Ofori Quaah observed that, in a number of instances, the church lights
had been left on after the premises were vacated.
David Hallworth advised the meeting that Gift Aid tax recovery limits on loose
money collections had increased from £5,000 to £8,000 for the 2017-18 tax
year.
8. Any other business
Peter Fletcher suggested that it might be prudent to relocate the “Need”
basket within the entrance vestibule to remove it from direct sight through the
front door glass. This may have provided a motive for the break-in.
Linda Pitts suggested that a card of thanks and a small gift should be made
to Paul at No 6 Chapel Road, opposite the church as it was his dog’s barking
which had alerted to the break-in. The secretary was requested to arrange
this.
Anne Foley advised of Pastoral Visitor training which was currently available.
Following discussion, it was felt that this might be similar to previous training
sessions already attended by some pastoral visitors.
Rev Claydon-Knights stated that more people were needed for Sunday
stewarding duties, though a number have already agreed to help. He also
indicated that the Stewards meeting had been replaced with a Leadership
Team meeting where a wider cross section of church members would be
20

involved. Janet Watts has agreed to act as co-ordinator for this new team
and its meetings.
Maryan Pateman reported that work would shortly be progressing with the
new vestry and requested all involved parties to check the materials
removed from the old store room, as any remaining will shortly be disposed
of. She further advised that further funds had been promised from Mary
Abbott’s estate. The new vestry will be called the “Mary Abbott Room” or
“Mary Abbott Vestry”.
9. Date of next year’s AGM
After a brief discussion regarding possible changes in the time of the
meeting, eg after a church service, it was agreed to stick to the current
format. Therefore the next AGM will take place on Monday 23rd April 2018 at
7.45pm
10. Closing Prayer
The meeting closed with The Grace, said by all.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Clophill News
Tea and Chat
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon
Coffee and Croissant Morning
Saturday 3rd June
10.00 am – 12 noon
Messy Church
Saturday 17th June 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm
All Age craft activities, worship and a meal
Children must be accompanied.
Contact 07920 568861

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Upper Room
at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays
Dates in June – 8th and 22nd
Coffee or tea and cakes from 11.00 am.
Light lunches from 12.00 noon to 1.00 pm.
Proceeds after expenses for local charities.
All are welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on following
dates at 11 am:
Wednesday 7th June
Preacher: The Reverend David Ronco
Baptist Minister, Central Baptist Association

Wednesday 5th July
Preacher: The Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John
Dean, St Albans Cathedral

Wednesday 2nd August
Preacher: The Reverend Rosemary Fletcher
Superintendent Minister, St Albans & Welwyn Methodist Circuit
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch
in the Abbots Kitchen

All are Welcome
Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain: Reverend Simon Carver
Email:simoncarver@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
[[
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News from Paraguay
24th April 2017
This last week I have been working on trimming trees to collect
together firewood and after the little bit I did this morning have just
one tree and one branch left to do.
On Saturday it was Emilica's birthday so I was down there for lunch
and a little party in the evening which pleased Evangelina. Then
yesterday I went over to visit Ramona and see how her college work
was going and she will come over later once I have looked up some
bits on the internet for her.
Today, after I had done my mornings work, I went into Piribebuy
with Colin for a restaurant lunch.
27th April 2017
Happy Birthday to you! Sorry I wasn't able to write yesterday but
the electricity was off all day!
Just in case you are wondering how come my electricity was
off.......well you see there was a rather large storm on Tuesday
evening and night so when I got up on Wednesday the power was off
and stayed off all day.
So I did not do very much during the morning as it was not very nice
and I was waiting for the electricity to return. In the afternoon it
brightened up so I climbed up into the last tree that needed trimming
and spent the rest of the afternoon cutting off the largest of the
branches. It took a while as I did not have the right tools. Now it is
lying on the ground needing to be cut into firewood size bits.
4th May 2017
I have been busy with my trees and they are now all cut to the same
height, about 4 metres, and all the branches that came off have been
cut into firewood size logs. Handy that eucalyptus as well as
growing very fast also grow very straight. I quickly climbed up the
23

ladder and into the trees with my saw and machete before the man
from health and safety came round! There is quite a good view from
the top of the trees. So now I am set up with another year's cooking
fuel.
After a few nice days there was quite a storm yesterday. Very heavy
rain coming down just after breakfast and carried on coming down
until after dark. Also there was a lot of wind and so it was no
surprise to find the electricity going off after lunch. It stayed off
for the rest of the day and I was pleased to wake this morning and
find it back on again. However once again the day after the power
cut the water is off!!
8th May 2017
It is currently warm and sunny here. Although once again forecast
to be a very wet week. So much so that when I went
into Piribebuy today I moved my washing indoors as the sky turned
very black, but then all the clouds burnt away and the sun came
back.
As it has turned into a nice afternoon I will pop down the road to
see Evangelina later. She was a bit under the weather at the weekend
and so when I went to see her she ran round all excited for a few
minutes and then just sort of flopped in a heap.
She is not the only one who has been ill. I went to see Ramona
yesterday and apparently she has been in bed and even yesterday was
all wrapped up in blankets. She unfortunately does not do with being
ill very well and whenever she has a cold it is made out to be the
worst one ever. She had better be fine by tomorrow as there is
college to go to.
For the rest of the week what I do depends on the weather. There is
post to collect from Paraguari and now that all the trees have been cut
I can get back to tidying up the garden.
Best wishes to everyone.
Simon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Circuit Prayer Meetings
You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on
Monday 12th June at 4.15 pm
at Putnoe Heights
and Monday 26th June at 10.30 am
at Willingon.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Newsletter
Thank you for reading this newsletter. I hope you have found it
interesting and informative. Thank you to all those who have
contributed to this issue.
It is always good to receive your items. Each contribution makes the
newsletter more varied and interesting. Please make sure I have your
items for the July issue by Sunday 18th June. Thank you very much.
Please remember that the deadline for items is the penultimate
Sunday of the month so that the newsletter can be issued on the last
Sunday of the month. The only exception to this is if the first day of
the month is a Sunday. When this occurs the newsletter will be
available on that day with the deadline the previous Sunday.
If you can submit your items before the deadline it is very helpful in
planning the layout of the newsletter.
Janet Watts telephone: 717492 email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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