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A Message from our Minister
Thankfulness
There’s a story in the Gospel of Luke where ten men are healed, but
only one of them returns to Jesus to thank him. Being thankful is
important... but for everything?
"When God sends us something
good, we welcome it. How can
we complain when he sends us
trouble?” (Job 2.10)
One of the most difficult subjects
for people of faith is suffering.
The Hebrew Scripture, our Old
Testament, has various approaches to it. One, especially in the book
of Proverbs, is to blame suffering on bad things that a person does,
like a judgement from God. Another, found in many Psalms, is to
complain to God about the bad things that are happening to good
people, and to try to trust God for the right thing to happen soon.
Another, found in the book of Job, is to (eventually) accept the
sovereignty of God in all things. There are others too.
How do we make sense of these? Don't worry, I am not going to give
you the completely theologically correct answer, because life's not
that simple and coping with suffering is really hard.
But I am reminded to be thankful. Thankful for the good things. So
should I not accept the good and the bad from the hand of God? Our
lives are always in his hands, but I easily forget this when trouble
comes.
So I thank you Lord for many good things: our lives, your
calling, your provision; and for your sustaining love through
the difficult things. Help us to find faith in you when it hurts.
Amen.

Church Family News
On 5th June we were very pleased to welcome Rachel Groves and
Alun King into church membership. We pray that they will feel ‘at
home’ amongst us. We also congratulate them on their wedding on
25th June and ask God’s blessing on their married life together.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
On 7th June we gathered for the funeral of Edna Ashton and to thank
God for her long life of service to our church and circuit. Edna had
worshipped at the church since 1940, when she first came to live in
Flitwick. We rejoice that she is now reunited with Cyril. We pray
for God’s love and peace to surround her family.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Flowers in June
We thank those who have agreed to donate flowers to enhance our
worship this month.
3rd July
10th July
17th July
24th July
31st July

Barbara and John Washington
Frances Impey
Jill Dix
Jane Claydon-Knights
Ann and David Blair

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Clophill News
We remember our Chophill friends in prayer as their church roof
repair work goes ahead this month. We pray that the work will go
according to plan and that the congregation will be able to use the
church again soon.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Graham
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Wesley Guild
Everyone will be welcome at our Summer events:
Monday 4th July – Barbecue from 4.30 pm at 5 Beaumont Road.
Please let Maryan know if you will be attending.
Monday 22nd August – Walk round Flitwick Moor at noon, followed
by a Bring and Share lunch at 108 Station Road at around 1.00 pm.
~~~~~~~~~~~
We will be filling shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child on
Monday 31st October, and need medium sized shoe boxes and
Christmas wrapping paper. Shoeboxes and / or wrapping paper will
be gratefully received at any time so we can have the shoe boxes
ready.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Responding to a call
I wonder, would it be easier to respond to the call to preach if you
had had a significant experience like Saul on the road to Damascus
(Acts 9 v3-9): a big flashing light, a loud voice in the air and then
blindness? Perhaps being called to preach feels so important and such
a responsibility that there ought to be some kind of big hullaballoo
and disturbance?
Talking to family, friends, local preachers and worship leaders about
their calling, it is clear that although there are a wide range of
experiences in being called, it is how we respond that is important.
Remembering that God has a plan for us and knows each and every
one of us is at the core of enabling us to feel safe to respond. In John
10 v27 John reports that Jesus said ‘My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them and they follow me’. Jesus gives us the confidence that
we hear him so we should have confidence in sharing His message.
Throughout our lives, opportunities are opened up for us to get
involved in church activities. It could be taking part in a bible study
group and then when the leader moves on, taking on the leadership
role because you didn’t want to see the group finish; or starting to
lead Sunday school when the current leader decided it was time to
stop; or becoming a church or circuit steward when a vacancy
emerges because of that insistent voice in your head saying, ‘I could
do that’. Other people join in and reinforce that insistent voice,’ have
you thought about doing…….we think you’d be really good at it’.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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God doesn’t appear to ask us to do anything more than we feel we
can do. He might have a great big plan for us, a long journey, but he
breaks it down in to small enough steps to make it all seem
achievable. I’m not certain it’s always in your comfort zone but it
always appears to be something you can do. A local preacher I
talked to described how the job they were taking on was out of their
comfort zone but a sense of urgency in the situation carried them
along. There was no time to feel daunted; it just had to be done.
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There are all sorts of signs and helping hands on the way as well,
little nudges to keep on the right path. A book (or website) someone
recommends; a word of encouragement from a friend or someone
you haven’t seen for ages saying something unexpectedly; a helpful
resource on prayer that you find in that ‘google’ search; the bible
study you are doing highlighting that one verse which just sums up
what you wanted to say or needed to understand.
You start on your journey, with a huge mountain looming over you
and then all of a sudden you can find yourself half way up the
mountain, over what appeared difficult terrain and when you look
back, the ‘climb’ actually felt like a gentle slope.
Whatever we are called to do, can change us quite considerably, we
meet new people, we find ourselves in new situations. We grow in
faith and confidence when we find we can actually do the job- be it
saying a prayer, leading worship or talking with people we don’t
know. We learn to see a situation from a different perspective. We
find peace, a calmness that comes from following God’s plan. My
neighbour who had been worshipping in the catholic church for many
years, found release, calmness and joy, through exploring different
denominational doctrine and worship. She describes how this
transformed her life and led her to share the joy and the love of Christ
with others.

Christian Aid Week 2016
I would like to thank everybody who gave
of their time during Christian Aid Week.
All of us find the house to house
collection quite difficult at times but all of
the Flitwick Methodist collectors showed
a willingness to help when I asked them. I am also grateful to those
people who delivered envelopes for the Girls’ Brigade and their
leaders to collect and to those who came to help count the money.
As a result of this team effort of about 30 adults and 25 young
people, we collected a total of £ 1943.88. For those of you who
always like to know, this is just £120.60 less than last year. The total
collection in Flitwick and Ampthill was £5751.34 compared to
£6006.65 last year. So, our totals were down just a little from last
year but still a wonderful effort.
This note was found in one of the envelopes collected:

There is so much to do in our world today, there is bound to be a job
we can manage with the talents God has given us and God has
already planned that task for us- we just need to be open to the
opportunity and have the honesty to admit, ‘I can do that’.
So, on reflection, the nudging that God does to keep us on the right
path, presenting the tasks in manageable chunks, feels much less
daunting than dealing with the drama and possible chaos of a big
loud call like that experienced by Saul on that Damascus road.
When we think ’I can do that’ we are taking the next step on God’s
splendid adventure.

Anne Foley
7

I would so like the opportunity to talk to the writer of this note to
explain how Christian Aid works and to assure him that the money
raised does not go to corrupt government officials. As you know,
Christian Aid works closely with partners in different parts of the
world who share the same values and put them into action. Christian
Aid believes that communities around the world should be helped to
be self reliant, community led and responsibly governed. Please share
this ethos with anyone who asks you about Christian Aid’s work.
8

Thank you again for being part of the week when we demonstrated
our love to our neighbours, both near and far away.
A date for your diary!
Christian Aid Week 2017 begins on Sunday May 14th.

Ann Blair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Methodist Prayer Handbook
The Methodist Prayer Handbook for 2016-2017
entitled ‘Freedoms to Share’ is due to be published
on 1st August. The title comes from the hymn
Beauty for Brokenness by Graham Kendrick,
(Singing the Faith, 693).
‘Freedoms to Share’ looks at how we find freedom
in Christ and share the freedoms he gives us with
others, by listening, learning and responding.
There are prayers for each day of the month and through using the
Prayer Handbook we can pray for and with Methodists in this country
and around the world.
If you wish to order a copy of the prayer handbook please let me
know by Sunday 24th July. I know that many of you order a copy
each year but even if you have ordered before please do not assume
that I know you wish to order this year. If you have never ordered a
copy before and would like to see the current issue before you make
up your mind to order please let me know.

1st Flitwick Boys’ Brigade
Once our presentations were over it was time to
crack on with preparations for the Flitwick
Carnival where BB had a float and a stall. We
even met in half term to make sure we had
everything done in time! We had a few
headaches about whether the stall would come
together, but God answered our prayers for both
the stall and the weather! The sun shone and a
fantastic day was had by all. Thank you to everyone who came along
to the stall and supported us. It was great to see you all.
No time to catch breath before a party to celebrate the Queens 90th
Birthday, and a trip to Ampthill Park to discover more about the
WWI camp that was there, as part of the Tommy’s Footprints Project.
Still to come are the Battalion end of session sports at Woodland, a
rocket evening, lads and dads mini Olympics, swimming and finally
a family BBQ to finish this session of BB. More on those events next
month.
Looking ahead to the new session then lots of things already being
planned including a weekend camp at the end of September.
Thank you for your continued support for our boys and young men.
God Bless.

Angela Brydon
Company Captain

As we will be ordering more than ten copies each copy will cost
£3.50 (a reduction of 45p!). Pay when you receive your copy, not
when you order.

Janet Watts

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer Suggestions for July

Prayer Leaflet
July 2016

2 days beginning 1st July
Friday
Saturday

As we begin the second half of this year, thank God
for his guidance and leading during this year so far.
Pray for those who have been a help to you this year.

Week beginning 3rd July - Methodist Conference
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for ministers being ordained today at the
Methodist Conference in London.
Pray for the new President of Conference, Revd Dr.
Roger Walton, and Vice-President Rachel Lampard.
Pray for guidance in the discussions and decisions.
As the Conference draws to a close tomorrow we pray
that it will have been a valuable time of work and
worship.
Pray for the delegates as they return to their homes.
Thank God that we are joined with other Methodists at
Circuit, District and Connexional levels.
Pray for Methodist Churches around the world.

Week beginning 10th July - Action for Children
Sunday

The Lord is faithful to all his promises
and loving to all he has made.
The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up all who are bowed down.
Psalm 145 v. 13b -14

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11

(Action for Children Sunday) Thank God for the
work of Action for Children as they seek to support
children in need.
Thank God for Thomas Bowman Stephenson, the
Methodist minister who began the work in 1869.
Pray for the children that Action for Children support
through arranging fostering and adoption and the
parents who undertake these roles.
Pray for the families that Action for Children support
through Children’s Centres.
Pray for Action for Children as they campaign to end
child poverty.
Pray for all those working for Action for Children
whether as staff or as volunteers.
Pray that all children will feel loved and cared for.
12

Week beginning 17th July - North Bedfordshire Circuit
Sunday

Pray for the Circuit service this evening when we will
say farewell to Rev. Glayne Worgan, Rev. Matt Fugill
and Rev. Dave Haseldine.
Monday
Pray for Revs. Lorna Valentine and Charlie Connor,
who will be joining our Circuit in September.
Tuesday
Pray for the Circuit Leadership Team as they work out
the details of staff deployment from September.
Wednesday Pray for Rev. Andrew Hollins, our Superintendent
minister, preparing to move to the Bedford manse, and
for the other circuit ministers.
Thursday
Pray for the people of our Circuit churches.
Friday
Pray for Local Preachers and Worship Leaders.
Saturday
Pray our Circuit prayer:
Bind us together, Lord, in love, peace and trust.
Build us together, Lord, in spirit, faith and truth.
Unite us, so that together in your strength
and following your Holy Spirit,
we may work for your kingdom
as disciples of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

Week beginning 24th July – Holidays and Leisure

Services in July
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this
month, especially during the week prior to the service.
3rd July
10.30 am
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Jim Ragless
10th July

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Pat Lilley

17th July

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Alan Davis
Circuit Service at Trinity,
Biggleswade

24th July

10.30 am

Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Café Church
Rev. Caroline Weaver

Rev. Dave Haseldine
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
31st July

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Paul Cooper
Peter Fletcher

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday

Thank God for opportunities to enjoy a summer
holiday and experience worship in a different
environment.
Monday
Pray for children and teachers who have reached the
end of the school term.
Tuesday
Pray for those who will enjoy a well-earned break
away from work and a change from normal routine.
Wednesday Thank God for more time to enjoy the wonders of
God’s creation.
Thursday
Pray that we will use our leisure time wisely.
Friday
Pray that those who go away on holiday will return
refreshed.
Saturday
Pray for those who work in the tourist industry.
Sunday 31st Pray for those who run Christian holidays and retreats.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Saturday 23rd July 9.00 am - 10.30 am
Messy Breakfast
All families welcome.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Donations welcome to cover costs.
Contact Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights for further details.

Lectionary Readings for July
Last year we asked preachers during the summer quarter to preach
from the lectionary and, as many people said they found it helpful to
be able to look at the readings beforehand, we have again asked the
preachers to do this during July and August this year.
Here are the lectionary readings for the month of July. Most
preachers would not use all four readings and there are alternative
Old Testament readings not listed here. It is likely that the Gospel
reading will be used as one of the readings.
3rd July

Isaiah 66: 10-14
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20

Psalm 66: 1-9
Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16

10th July

Deuteronomy 30: 9-14
Luke10: 25-37

Psalm 25: 1-10
Colossians 1: 1-14

17th July

Genesis 18: 1-10a
Luke 10: 38-42

Psalm 15
Colossians 1: 15-28

24th July

Genesis 18: 20-32
Luke 11: 1-13

Psalm 138
Colossians 2: 6-15(16-19)

31st July

Eccesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2: 18-23 Psalm 49: 1-12
Luke 12: 13-21
Colossians 3:1-11

We hope you will find it helpful to be able to study the readings
before and/or after the service.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Circuit Prayer Meeting
The next Circuit prayer meeting will be held on Monday 25th July at
Willington at 10.30am. All will be very welcome.

Shefford Methodist Church
Raising the Roof
Coffee Morning
Saturday 2nd July
10.00 am – 12 noon
In aid of the “Raising the Roof” appeal for the Church Hall
You are invited to enjoy coffee, tea, cakes and a chat.
There will also be a raffle, bric a brac and other stalls.
Tea Towels and Calico Bags available at £5 each.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Upper Room
at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays
Dates in July – 7th and 21st

Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am.
Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm.
Proceeds after expenses for local charities.
All are welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Circuit Singing Group for Circuit Farewell Service
Would you like to help form a Circuit Singing Group for the Circuit
Farewell Service on July 17th, 6pm at Trinity Methodist Church,
Short Mead Street, near Trinity Close, Biggleswade SG18 0AP? If
so, please turn up for a practice on Tuesday 12th at Trinity Church,
7:30-9pm. There will also be a final rehearsal at the Church during
the afternoon of Sunday the 17th. Many thanks, and hope to see you
at the rehearsals!
Julie Fisher, Organist at Shefford Methodist Church, 01525 862245.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Beds, Essex and Herts District
Methodist Women in Britain
Jenny Broadbridge invites you to an
Open House Day

at 25 Cambridge Way, Langford SG18 9SG
on Thursday 14th July
Call in anytime from 11 am to 3 pm
Refreshments served all day – morning coffee, lunch, afternoon tea
In aid of this year’s MWiB District Project – Home Farm Trust
Raising funds for a Sensory Garden
for Adults with Learning Difficulties
Please see the poster on the notice board.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the dates
mentioned below:
Wednesday 6th July 2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Very Reverend Dr. Jeffrey John
Dean, St Albans Cathedral
The Service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch.
Wednesday 3rd August 2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend Fr. Brian Reynolds
Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral
The Service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch.
All are Welcome
Contact: Reverend Peter Hudson. 01727 812076
Email: peter.hudson@uwclub.net

News from Paraguay
19th May 2016
I have carried on up my step ladder trimming the eucalyptus trees and
it has been quite successful - without even falling out of a tree! I
have trimmed four out of the five and cut all the branches I took off
into firewood lengths. The final tree is the one furthest from the
house and when I have had Marcello cutting trees he always left it
until last and then made excuses why it didn't need cutting so now it
is huge. I do normally have someone over here - in the shape of
Marcello - to help me, but I figured I could do it myself. I have got
them all cut to an even height that will make is simpler to get to next
time and as I used a saw rather than just hacked away with a machete
and thought about how I was cutting the branches they all fell where I
wanted them to, into the grass and not towards the house or electric
cables. Alicia's Dad came over this morning to get some madioca
whilst I was up the ladder - so lunch time Marcello was on the phone
offering to cut branches. I let him know that all that is left is the
really big tree so I will see what he thinks when he turns up.
Another even more important thing has been going on here. The
track is being repaired!! The tractors and tipper trucks have been
back and forth since Tuesday working their way up the track. I went
to Piribebuy yesterday afternoon and work was going on by the
school and the bridge and late this morning they were working in
front of my house so it should soon be finished. When I went out
yesterday, of course, no diversion signs and not a cone to be seen!
So I had to work my way round piles of earth that had been dropped
along the road for the tractor to flatten. Then over a bit like a
ploughed field where the road mending tractor was working before
having to dodge round the tractor itself. However once I was passed
all that the track was nice and flat. The weather has been dry and
sunny if a little cool in the mornings, and hopefully there will be no
heavy rain until the track has got nicely compressed down!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

22nd May 2016
My trees have now all been trimmed as Marcello did come over to
cut the final one. So I now have a big pile of firewood which should
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last quite a while.
own cooking fuel!

All those eco types really love me growing my

metres tall and all the rain and dampness should soon help them get
settled in.

The track has also been finished. The tractors and trucks took most
of last week getting it completed. Not surprisingly it took a while as
it was in rather a bad shape. I found the council has put photos of
their work on Facebook so I copied those photos onto my Facebook I don't know if you have seen them. Now everyone is waiting to see
how long it is before there is a heavy storm, the longer the better for
the track to get compressed down before the water tries to wash it
away.

2nd June 2016
I have just been reading about France and Germany being at the
bottom of the sea and wondered if you had had rain as well and
whether it was more like summer yet! Nice and bright and sunny
here!

One problem with the track mending is that as normal they seem to
have broken a water main somewhere and so there has been very
little water since Thursday.

This weekend I am off to Asuncion for a few days. I am going to a
pop concert on Saturday, which is a bit of a festival with a list of
bands and looks like it will be going on until the early hours. I am
going tomorrow and staying for a long weekend. I will tell you all
about my weekend away when I return home.

26th May 2016
Due to the water pipe break somewhere there has been very little
water since Thursday so they must have broken it well! The water
was back to normal this morning - although this afternoon it is off
again.

So today I have been getting the washing up to date and getting little
jobs finished off.

Today I have been working in the garden. First some more trees
were planted and I now have a line of a dozen pine trees in front of
the house. I got the last of the weeds cleared from in front of the
house before having a couple of bonfires as I started to burn the
eucalyptus leaves - a smoky business doing that.........

I did not have a lot to do so was able to just have a relaxed time
wandering about. Of course I did go over to the shopping centre.
They have been building an extension to one of the shops since
before I came to England last. Ramona had been going on about it
and it had now been completed - so I went to investigate. As I
guessed, the whole of the extension has not been finished and the
only part open is a big fashion shop called Forever 21. The funniest
thing of all was that when I went inside I was inside Primark! It
looked just like Primark even down to the bag things they have to
carry things around in that you are going to buy. In fact the only
difference was that it was more expensive - high street rather than
discount prices. But it is the only place like it in the country so was
by far the busiest shop around.

29th May 2016
I have now seen your igloo! I had a message on facebook telling me
where I could find it, but as it came from someone who was not my
friend it did not land in the usual spot. So I only spotted it this week
- thank you.
My trees are indeed all cut to size now. The four that I did are all the
same height, although of course the one I had someone else do isn't!
That would be too much to expect! My new pine trees are in a row
at the front of the tidy bit of garden so a little further away from my
house than your conifers are. I picked ones that are all about 1 1/2
19

6th June 2016
Back home again after my little holiday in Asuncion.

Then, of course, I had my concert on Saturday night. It was held in
an old brewery so being under a roof ideal for a concert. I don't think
I have been to a concert in a brewery before! It was a bit of a festival
thing so there were several bands. Most people were there to see the
20

two main bands - Ocean Blue, who are an American band who I had
not heard of, but are well known in this part of the world - and the
Kaiser Chiefs. Both were very good so I had a good night out. I met
up with several friends from Asuncion so I had people to party with
afterwards.
One more tale. There is a lot of road repairing and resurfacing going
on in Asuncion which is a good thing following floods earlier in the
year. However it is not being done in a very well thought out sort of
way. Basically the problem seems to be that everywhere is being
repaired at the same time without any thought of how that might
affect traffic. So the city is jammed up. I saw with my own eyes a
bit of a clever thinking going on. On Saturday afternoon the main
road that runs between the shopping centre and then on to the airport
was half closed - what was the reason? They were repainting the
white lines........
8th June 2016
Yes I did have a good time away. You will see photos of the concert
and a few around Asuncion on my facebook. Also I noticed today
that a couple of people posing with the bands have been
published...and one was with me!
The road work planning people do need a bit of training and there
was very little in the way of traffic management. I do hear tales of
people stuck in the road works every morning on the radio.
I saw that the football championships are about to start in Europe and
will look on the computer to see how things are going. I don't know
if you are aware but the South American version, the Copa Americas,
is also going on at the moment. Paraguay are in it but it does not
look too good for them as they started off drawing 0-0 and followed
that by losing 2-0 last night!
Best wishes to everyone.
Simon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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National Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast
14th June 2016
From the Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Branch of the Christian
Police Association (C.P.A.):
It was with great pleasure Mandy Godfree
attended the National Parliamentary Prayer
Breakfast on behalf of C.P.A. 730 Peers,
Parliamentarians, Foreign Ambas-sadors,
Prominent Church Leaders and representatives
of Christian Organisations gathered in
Westminster Hall in support of Christians in
the Middle East. The event was held in
association with the Bible Society and chaired by Fiona Bruce MP.
Speakers in-cluded Fiona Bruce MP, House of Commons Speaker Rt.
Hon John Bercow MP and The Lord Speaker The Baroness D’Souza.
Prayers were offered by Rt. Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MP, Jeremy
Lefoy MP, The Baroness Sherlock and The Baroness Cox. Bible
reading by Ian Blackford MP.
The main speaker was His Grace Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop
of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the U.K. who spoke about both the
hardship and resilience of Christians in the Middle East, who are
subject to persecution on an unprecedented scale. Worship and
reflection was supported by Foden’s Band, a brass band from Fiona
Bruce’s Constituency of Congleton.
Following the Breakfast, upon the invitation of Matt Bird Director
and Founder of Cinnamon Net-work, Mandy represented C.P.A. and
joined a Panel of four speakers, for a seminar entitled “Transforming
Communities: a vicar, a politician and a policeman walk into a
room….. The beginning of a bad joke or a great idea?” The session
was hosted by Matt Bird and Gary Streeter MP and was a discussion
of how churches and civic organisations can work together to
transform their communities.
22

The Newsletter
Thank you very much to all those who have contributed to this issue
of the newsletter. I hope you have all found it interesting to read.
What will be in next month’s newsletter? Sometimes people say that
there is not much going on in August, but there are still plenty of
things that you could write about for the newsletter. For example, if
you have already been on holiday, why not tell us about it!
I am always very pleased to receive your contributions. The more
varied the newsletter the more interesting it is to read.
Your suggestions and feedback on the newsletter are always
welcome. It would be good to know what you enjoy reading about.
Please let me have your items for the August newsletter by Sunday
24th July.
Janet Watts telephone: 717492 email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Anniversary Weekend
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th November
with
Rev. Tony Pick and
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights

Saturday – A Looking Forward Day
Morning and afternoon sessions
including worship and discussion
and a soup and roll lunch
Creche available.
6.00 pm Meal and Games evening
Planning for this day is in the early stages.
Look out for more details later.

Sunday
10.30 am Worship led by Rev. Tony Pick
and Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
6.00 pm Worship led by
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Please continue to pray for the planning of this weekend
and pray that, as we look forward,
the weekend will give us a fresh vision
of God’s will for our church.
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