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May our Lord Jesus Christ himself                 
and God our Father, who loved us                           

and by his grace gave us                                               
eternal encouragement and good hope,                                                

encourage your hearts and strengthen you                                           
in every good deed and word. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1 v. 16 and 17 (NIV) 
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A Message from our Minister 
 

Press on...  

"Friendly and welcoming – 
fellowship" 

"Trust in God, Faith" 

"Come as you are – people 
accepted" 

Just three of our church's 
many strengths identified in 
our Looking Forward Day in 
November. We must start 
from our strengths and press 
on to take hold of the 
opportunities God is giving 
us. Are you willing to join 
the volunteers planning for 
our future church? Or might 
something hold you back?  

As a young Christian 
student, I was asked to run a fellowship group. Our first meeting 
seemed to go well initially, sharing round biscuits and tea and coffee, 
getting to know each other. However, as I tried to introduce myself to 
them, I made a joke about a town near my home, only to discover 
that one of the group lived there. Embarrassed, I apologised and 
moved on with the meeting, but it's funny how I still feel that 
embarrassment all these years later.  

Past failure and mistakes can hold us back. St Paul knew this, and his 
letters confess dreadful regret for his past actions. However, as he 
wrote from prison to the believers in Philippi, he described the way 
he dealt with those poor decisions: 
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"... forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus." Words of St Paul in Philippians 3.13b-14 
(NRSV)  

It’s worth also pointing out that St Paul began his letter by explaining 
that his imprisonment was actually a strength: many of the imperial 
guards had now heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. When looking 
to the future, we should start with the strengths, let's forget "what lies 
behind" and, "straining forward to what lies ahead", press on.  

Graham  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Church Family News 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to Margaret Willey on the occasion 
of her 90th birthday on 10th January.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Please remember in your prayers those of our church family who 
particularly need our prayers at this time. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
 

Church Flowers in February 
 
 

We thank those who have agreed to donate the flowers to enhance 
our worship this month. 
   5th February  Carole and Lance Mason   
 12th February  Jane Claydon-Knights 
 29th February  Sue and John Bunker 
 26th February  Maryan Pateman 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Action for Children Carol Singing 
 

 
	
As you will see from the attached picture, a small number of people 
readily sang their hearts out to raise funds for Action for Children at 
the annual carol singing event outside Tesco on Wednesday 14th 
December. For once the weather was amazingly mild (even though 
we sang about the bleak mid winter, frosty wind made moan) and 
people were very generous, donating £150.00 to the charity. It is 
always lovely to see how many people stop and sing (or mouth) the 
words of carols which are known by so many. Thank you too to the 
people who came and helped to eat the food at my house afterwards. 
 

      Linda 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Lent Course 

During Lent, on five Thursdays afternoons, we will be using the new 
York Course ‘Receiving Christ’.  The sessions will run from 1.30 pm 
to 3.00 pm.  If you are interested in joining us, or would like further 
information, please speak to Janet Watts as soon as possible so that 
the correct number of booklets can be ordered.   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Greetings from John and Maureen Millard                                                                                  

As I write this the frost covers thee ground and it is cold although we 
haven’t yet reached December.  In Cumbria we have had a long mild 
Autumn then wham !! it is now winter, although some trees still bear 
orange leaves. 

We are both quite well and it has been a good year for us.  As we get 
older we have become rather fixed in our habits and the days go by in 
the same old pattern.  John still preaches and continues as chaplain to 
Silloth RNLI as well as Bank Chaplain at the Cumberland Infirmary.  
I still organize the Wigton Credit Union, do Pilates, lead a Bible 
Study group and do country dancing when I am not too tired.  We 
share an enthusiasm for bowling although mine is confined to short 
mat bowling on Monday afternoons. 

Two special events stand out this year.  During May we holidayed in 
Majorca, chosen because of easy travel arrangements through 
Liverpool airport.  We stayed at two centres, our first week at a 
beautiful small hotel at Soller on the west coast.  It was in the centre 
of an orange orchard and the grounds were an oasis of calm.  We 
walked, took boat trips and ate great sea food.  For our second week 
we travelled over the mountains and stayed in the middle of an olive 
grove.  The hotel was very old and reminded us more of a small 
castle than the farm it had been.  It had long views across open 
countryside to the sea, the grounds were beautiful and again it was 
very peaceful.  We had a lovely time although John did not enjoy 
driving in a hire car across the mountains and some of the many 
narrow and windy streets and roads! 

During July our son Paul was ordained was ordained by Archbishop 
John Sentamu at York Monster.  Many friends and family were there 
to support him.  The service was solemn and grand yet with its lighter 
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moments and we got a sense of his becoming part of something older 
and bigger than all of us.  We were moved to see our “little boy” 
dedicating his life to God’s service – at last he has found the place he 
is meant to be.  It was strange to see him in a cassock – the second 
tallest priest in the Anglican church in the UK!  He seems happy in 
the Clifton area if York where he is serving as a curate for the next 4 
years. 

His family are now settled back in York on a pleasant estate with his 
main church just a short walk away.  Two moves in two years have 
been hard on the family but they seem to be coping well.   Grace (12) 
and Esther (8) are happy in their new schools and both are doing 
well.  Heather – Paul’s wife has her hands full with a very active 2 
year old, Freya, who sleeps and eats very little and yet is so full of 
beans and energy and Heather is shattered! 

Everyone is well in Caroline’s family, although she still finds 
juggling her roles as doctor, wife, mother and church leader difficult.  
The completed widening of the A1 means that her commute to 
Darlington has become 20 minutes shorter but her work days are still 
very long.  However, she does love her work as consultant in eating 
disorders and that must be good.  Freddie (10) and Beabea (8) are 
very bright and happy so she and Mark are doing a good job.  We are 
spending Christmas with them for three days and then moving on to 
Paul’s for another three days before we return home for a quiet New 
Year. 

Love and best wishes, 
John and Maureen Millard 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Rev. John Millard was a minister of this church from 1993 to 2001. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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How did that get done? 
Have you ever walked into the church building and wondered ‘How 
did that get done?’ Maybe the chairs in the church have been put 
back to ‘normal’. How did the bin get put out for the rubbish 
collection? How do we have biscuits and milk ready for the 
hospitality we offer? How did the church look so fantastic at 
Christmas? 

I could go on……………… but my point is that although we know 
there are people who have named roles in our church some of these 
people go well beyond their ‘job list’. Also there are many others 
whose work doesn’t go unnoticed (although it would be noticed if it 
were not done!). So the stewards and the property committee would 
like to most sincerely thank all those who give their time and 
thoughtfulness in the practicalities of running our church – our 
unsung little heroes. Our fellowship at Flitwick Methodist Church 
relies on you so once again A GREAT BIG THANKYOU 
– you know who you are! 

In Loving Memory 
We have lost some dear friends from our fellowship over the last year 
or two but they are not forgotten and thanks to a legacy and 
collections taken at their memorial services we have been able to use 
the money to enhance our worship and fellowship. 

Les Stokes – much improved projection through the purchase of 
new equipment. 

Mary Abbott – 2 sets of Singing the Faith music books for the 
piano and organ which were dedicated on our Anniversary weekend. 

Edna Ashton - a set of 6 large and 6 small wipeable tablecloths. 

Over the next few weeks the property committee will be working on 
refurbishing the vestry upstairs. We are going to  
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• clear out tired and old furniture and unused resources 
• the new vestry will be the side room not the current one as 

this has more light and a window without bars! 
• redecorating, carpeting and curtains 
• refurnishing – for use as a vestry for preachers and a quiet 

prayerful place for those who need it 
If anyone has some time to give to help us please let David Blair 
know. 
   Stewards and Property Committee 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Review of “From Prison To Pulpit”                                     
by Vic Jackopson, 1981 

I borrowed this book to read this over 
Christmas 2016 and before I put it back on 
the shelf in Flitwick Methodist Church I will 
write a short review.  

I would recommend this if you want to see 
Christ in action powerfully in someone’s life. 
It’s a short book, easy to read, and moves 
along quite fast. It is also honest about the 
struggles and joys of being a Christian trying 
to follow Jesus in today’s world. Having said 
that, the book is 35 years old and some of the 
language is dated, using phrases which jar a 

bit, but which also represent the way things were in that time. This 
also helped me to understand better how things were changing in the 
church in those days. Overall, I was both encouraged and challenged 
by the stories of faith included in this little book.  

Graham Claydon-Knights - January 2017 
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1st Flitwick Boys’ Brigade 
 
 

Staff got together for a Christmas Social at the 
start of January and a very pleasant meal was 
enjoyed at the Cross Keys at Pulloxhill. 
 

A week later and the boys were back for a New 
Years Party. This is the second year we have had 
such a party and one thing that struck me as I 
prepared was how the Company has grown in 

the past year. Last New Year we only had 8 Juniors for the New Years 
Party. This year between Anchor Boys and Juniors we were expecting 
up to 19 boys! Company Section had their own activities both years 
and during the past year have lost one member but recently have 
gained one, which is very encouraging given how tricky it can be to 
recruit to this older age group. 
 

Empowered by this encouragement Graham and I visited the year 
7&8 Assembly at Woodland with the aim of recruiting some new 
members. All went well and all I will say is watch this space for news 
of further growth. 
 

Battalion competitions get back under way in late January so next 
month I will update you on how the boys have done in Anchor Boy 
Potted Sports and Junior Section Unihoc. 
 

One new Battalion Activity based on Matthew 25:14-30 where we 
are encouraged to find an item belonging to the Company but now 
surplus to requirements and then trade for something “better”  We 
may then trade the new item for something better again, as many 
times as we wish before June. No cash will be involved. When 
clearing out the shed in the summer we identified our initial item to 
be traded so once I locate it again, we will be on the lookout for an 
exchange! 
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Thank you for your continued support for BB. Please pray that our 
steady growth will continue through 2017. 
 
 

     Angela Brydon 
     Company Captain 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
The Need Project 

 
Thank you for your continued support for the 
Need Project.  Your support is very much 
appreciated by the organisers, and in turn by 
the people who receive your help. 

Please do carefully check that the items you donate are well within 
the use by date.  Remember that the organisers are not allowed to 
distribute anything that is out of date.  Recently there were three 
similar items in the basket that were a whole year out of date!  Also 
please remember that home made jam cannot be accepted. 

Please do not let these necessary checks deter you from giving, as the 
items you give are a life line those who have fallen on hard times. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Holiday Club 

The preparations for this year’s Holiday Club are under way and your 
prayers would be appreciated.  The Holiday Club, called Guardians 
of Ancora, is from Monday to Thursday, 10th to 13th April for 
children from Reception to Year 6. The children will be learning 
some of the stories about Jesus in a fun environment.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Friday 3rd March at 7.30 pm at Flitwick Methodist Church 
 

On Friday 3rd March over 5,000 services will 
be held in the British Isles on the theme of 
‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’ The Christian 
women of the Philippines wrote the service 
and it has been translated into 1,000 different 
languages and dialects, to be used throughout 
the whole world, on Friday 3rd March, 
starting at sunrise over the island of Samoa 

and continuing until sunset off the coast of American Samoa. 
 

The Philippine Islands comprises a group of islands close to the 
Equator.  Climate change has contributed to an increase in storms, 
droughts and severe typhoons. 

In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan – named locally as ‘Yolanda’ – struck the 
Philippine Islands in the western Pacific Ocean. This is mentioned in 
the service but you will also hear the stories of a girl, a mother and an 
older woman, recounting their situations and their hopes and fears. 
The Philippine Constitution provides for equal rights, yet in practice 
Filipino women are often discriminated against and treated as 
subordinates in the home, in the church, and in society. 

Today many women take on the role of breadwinner, often working 
abroad as service crew, domestic helpers, or skilful professionals in 
the medical field. 

The Day of Prayer is not just for women. Everyone is welcome to 
attend the service.  We hope to see as many of you as possible on 
Friday 3rd March at 7.30 pm, when we are hosting the service and 
will welcome others from the Parish Church and from Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. 
 
Ampthill Parish Church will be the venue for the Ampthill Service at 
10.30 am. 
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Prayer Leaflet 
February 2017 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Rejoice always,  pray continually,  

give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) 
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Prayer Suggestions for February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 days beginning 1st February - Thankfulness 
Wednesday Pray that we may have a thankful attitude as we  
  recognise God’s blessings day by day. 
Thursday Thank God for his love and care for us in our daily  
  lives. 
Friday  Thank God for our relationship with him. 
Saturday Pray that we will thank God for his help whatever our 
  circumstances. 
  
Week beginning 5th February - Our Country and its Leaders 
Sunday Thank God for the Royal Family and all the work they 
  do for our country. 
Monday On this 65th anniversary of the Queen accession to  
  the throne we thank God for her dedication to this role 
  for so many years.  
Tuesday Pray that God will continue to give the Queen the  
  strength and health she needs to fulfil her role.  
Wednesday Pray for our Prime Minister, Theresa May, and her  
  advisers. 
Thursday Pray for the Government. 
Friday  Pray for the leaders of the political parties. 
Saturday Pray for Members of Parliament, in particular our  
  local MP, Nadine Dorries. 
 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation,  

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God. 

Philippians 4 verse 6 
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Week beginning 12th February - Racial Justice 
Sunday (Racial Justice Sunday)  Pray that God will help us to 
  remember that in his eyes everyone is equal. 
Monday Ask God’s forgiveness for times we have not spoken 
  out against people suffering injustice. 
Tuesday Pray for the healing of divisions among people. 
Wednesday Pray for people suffering discrimination because of  
  their ethnicity. 
Thursday Jesus sought out people who were marginalised.  Help 
  us to show the attitude of Jesus in our dealings with  
  other people. 
Friday  Pray that God will help us to show love for all. 
Saturday Pray for those working for justice for all. 
 
 

Week beginning 19th February - Environmental Issues 
Sunday Thank God for the world he gave us to live in. 
Monday Pray that everyone will realise that what they do  
  affects our world. 
Tuesday Pray that everyone will do what they can to recycle all 
  they can. 
Wednesday Pray that all governments will honour their   
  agreements regarding global warming. 
Thursday Pray for people already affected by climate change. 
Friday  Pray that the earth’s natural resources will be wisely 
  used. 
Saturday Pray that as individuals we will do what we can to  
  reduce our impact on the environment. 
 
 

3 days beginning 26th February - Poverty Action 
Sunday (Poverty Action Sunday)  Today we pray for those  
  facing poverty. 
Monday Pray for those working to close the gap between rich 
  and poor. 
Tuesday Pray that God will help us to do what we can to help 
  those living in poverty. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Services in February 
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this 
month, especially during the week prior to the service.      

 

  5th February  10.30 am Chris Izzard        
     6.00 pm Bob Heley 
 

12th February  10.30 am   Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights 
           Café Church/Parade Service 
       6.00 pm       Brian Addington  
 

19th February  10.30 am Angie Woodcraft 
     6.00 pm Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights          

26th February  10.30 am         United Service at Clophill  
     6.00 pm Keith Lilley 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 

 
Monday 27th February  

3.30 pm to 5.30 pm                                       
All families welcome. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Donations welcome to cover costs. 

Contact Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights for further details. 
 
 
 

Future Messy Church Dates 
Monday 20th March;  Monday 24th April 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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 Churches Together Lent Prayer Spaces 

On each Saturday morning during Lent one of the 
churches in the Churches Together in Ampthill and 
Flitwick group will be open for prayer.  The theme will 
be People Jesus encountered ‘on the way’ to the cross. 
 

The dates, churches, and themes for each week will be: 
 
March 4th  Flitwick Methodist Church   
   Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42) 
 

March 11th  Sacred Heart Catholic Church  
   Large crowds following Jesus (Luke 14:25-27) 
 
 

March 18th  Ampthill Baptist Church   
   Ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 
 

March 25th  Flitwick Parish Church     
   A blind man receives sight (Luke 18:35-43)  
 

April 1st  Ampthill Methodist Church   
   Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)  
   

April 8th  St. Andrews Church, Ampthill  
   The triumphal entry and the crowds  
       (Luke 19:28-44)  
 

You will be very welcome at any of the venues listed above at any 
time between 10 am and 12 noon.  Refreshments will be available. 

As you can see, our church will be open on the first Saturday in Lent, 
4th March.  As with our ‘normal’ prayer mornings there will be 
prayer stations to guide your thoughts or if you wish you can just 
come and spend some time in prayer as God leads you.  
 
[[#  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

You may like to make a note of the date of our next prayer morning – 
Saturday 1st July. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Fairtrade Fortnight                                         
 

Fairtrade Fortnight this year runs from 27th February 
to 12th March and this years’s theme is Fairtrade 
Breaks.  Fairtrade is important to us as a church as 
we are a Fairtrade Church. Is Fairtrade important to 
us as individuals too?   

The following is taken from the Fairtrade Foundation Website: 

Uncertain Times 

2017 sees the 23rd Fairtrade Fortnight in the UK. It will also be one 
of the most uncertain years for a generation when it comes to trade. 
Following the vote for Brexit, the UK will be coming to terms with 
the urgent need to renegotiate more than 50 international trade deals. 
And no one knows yet what this will mean for farmers and workers 
in poor countries. 

At the same time, the spiralling price wars between supermarkets are 
set to intensify, putting even more pressure on the most vulnerable 
producers who deliver so much of what we eat. 

It’s more crucial than ever that the voices of farmers and workers are 
heard – to combat the risk of undoing the progress of the past two 
decades of Fairtrade, and putting farmers in an even worse position in 
the future. 

We need to speak up on their behalf more loudly than ever. 

Caught in the Poverty Trap 

The simple fact we need to get across to as many people as possible 
this Fairtrade Fortnight is this: that many of the farmers and workers 
who grow our food aren’t getting paid fairly. 

And the problem is closer to home than people might think. 
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Thousands of farmers in countries such as Malawi, Kenya and Côte 
d’Ivoire all contribute to the tea, coffee and cocoa we enjoy in the 
UK. And yet many of those farmers are still living in poverty. 

If people really knew the true human cost of exploitation, would they 
still make the same choices? 

Not if you tell them real stories about how farmers and their families 
are affected. 

The Human Cost 

Low prices paid to farmers can mean: 
 

• They can only afford to feed their families one meal a day. This can 
lead to health problems for their children such as stunting. 
• They can’t afford medical care and put off treatment their families 
really need. 
• They don’t have enough money to send their children to school. 
Lack of money also means pressure for children to work. 
• They can’t afford to invest in better farming. That means they can’t 
improve the quality of their crops and charge a higher price for them. 

Fairtrade exists to change this, but we need more people to know why 
choosing Fairtrade really matters. 

We want them to understand that Fairtrade means farmers get a better 
deal for what they grow. This leads to a better and more stable 
income, and can help them break the cycle of poverty they are 
trapped in. 

But many companies are only buying a fraction of their crops as 
Fairtrade, and even more companies aren’t buying any Fairtrade at 
all. 

Not enough companies are doing it, not enough people are buying it 
and not enough farmers are benefiting from it. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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You are invited to attend a                   
Free Church Service in the  
Lady Chapel on the dates 
mentioned below: 
 
 

           

Wednesday 1st February 2017 at 11a.m. 
Preacher: The Reverend Geoff Colmer 
Baptist Regional Minister, Central Baptist Association, Team Leader 

• The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch. 
 

Wednesday 1st March 2017 at 11a.m. 
Preacher: The Reverend John Steele  
Minister of the United Reformed Church, Thames North Synod. 

• The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch. 
 

Wednesday 5th April 2017 at 11a.m.           
Preacher: The Reverend Meryl Court  
Minister of the United Reformed Church, Thames North Synod. 

• The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch. 
 

                                   All are Welcome 
Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain: Reverend Simon Carver 
                     Email:simoncarver@btinternet.com 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
 
 

Circuit Prayer Meetings 
 

You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on 
Monday 13th February at 4.15 pm at Putnoe Heights and  

Monday 27th February at 10.30 am at Willingon.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Clophill News 
 

Tea and Chat 
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon 

 

Coffee and Croissant Morning 
Saturday 4th February 
10.00 am – 12 noon 

 
 

Messy Church 
Saturday 18th February 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm 
All Age Craft Activities, Worship and a Meal 

Children must be accompanied. 
Contact 07920 568861 

 
 

Beetle Drive 
Saturday 25th February   6.30 pm 

Adults £5.00, Children £2.50 
Refreshments included 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

[[The Upper Room 
 

at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays 
Dates in February – 2nd and 16th  

Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am. 
 

Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm. 
 

Proceeds after expenses for local charities. 
 

All are welcome. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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News from Paraguay 
	

22nd December 2016  

I do have the best decorated house around here, although there are 
definitely more flashing lights around this year.   The poor little girls 
have nothing at all over at their house, so coming here must be like 
visiting Santa's Grotto - even Ramona comments on all the Santas I 
have around the place! 
 

For Christmas itself I think I will probably just be going over to 
Alicia's house where there will no doubt be a barbecue and then over 
to Ramona's for New Year.   I will take all the presents round and I 
am sure everyone will be pleased with them.  I popped over 
to Paraguari this morning to stock up on drinks to take wherever I do 
go.  
 

I had a good afternoon at Evangelina's party.   There was a good 
crowd down there and she had a good collection of little gifts as 
everyone who arrives at parties brings a present.   I took the parcel 
you sent her for her birthday rather than keeping it until Christmas 
and everyone was very pleased with everything.   I ended up staying 
there until mid evening as she was quite determined I was going to 
stay and play with her as long as possible.   She has quite a loud 
voice and so every time I go past along the road I hear her shouting 
"Papa Si"!  
 

I then spent Monday and Tuesday being very busy in the garden and 
now the front has been completely cleared as has the bank and as it 
has been so hot and sunny everything has been burnt on the bonfire 
already. 
 

No pantomimes or big Christmas displays in the towns around 
though so everything does not really look like Christmas...........but 
then it is nearly 40 degrees!  
 

24th December 2016  

It is hot and sunny for the whole of the Christmas weekend.    For my 
Christmas I am going down to Emilica's.   I went over to Alicia's 
house this morning with all the little gifts you have sent and everyone 
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was very pleased with them - although I don't think they will be 
allowed to open them until later.    It sounded as if it will be a quiet 
Christmas with them as only Alberta has come home.  
 

27th December 2016  

I trust you all had a very good Christmas and that everyone is looking 
forward to the extra long Christmas Bank Holiday.  
 

I did as I said I would and went down to Emilica's for Christmas 
Eve.   Evangelina had been put into one of the little outfits I got for 
her birthday so was looking quite smart - but had instructions not to 
get all grubby too quickly!   She had a good time and almost lasted 
until midnight.  Everyone was very pleased with their presents and all 
say thank you and wished you all a Happy Christmas.  
 

Evangelina at the moment has got the habit of saying that everything 
is mine, mine, mine and is very protective of anything belonging to 
her Papa Si.    So much so that whilst I was taking Jazmin down to 
one of the little shops to get a couple of bits Emilica's Mum noticed 
that I had left my phone lying around and picked it up to have a look 
through the photos - but got a right telling off from Evangelina for 
doing so!     
 

As ever Christmas day was more like Boxing Day over with you and 
very quiet, and so in the afternoon I popped to visit everyone at 
Alicia's and wish them a Happy Christmas.   Then to get in the 
Christmas spirit I watched A Christmas Carol DVD.  
 

28th December 2016  

Glad to hear you all had a good Christmas.  
 

I did enjoy opening all the presents you had sent on Christmas 
morning - even if it was a squeeze squashing more socks in the 
drawer!    I took my jigsaw apart and did it again - all very straight 
forward if you just approach it logically.  
 

The weather over Christmas was very hot - up to near 40 degrees for 
several days, and it was nice to have some rain to cool things down 
yesterday after getting no lower than 35 degrees in the middle of the 
night on Boxing Day. 
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For New Year I will go over to Ramona's which will be a shorter trip 
home.   They were away over Christmas so I will take their little 
presents down to them.  
 

4th January 2016  

As I said I went over to Ramona's for New Year's Eve.  Had a nice 
night over there and they were all very pleased with their little 
presents.  
 

I went down to play with Evangelina for the afternoon yesterday and 
with it being very hot and her Mum going out leaving me in charge 
of Evangelina, Jazmin decided it was time for a water fight.   Lucky 
the water is not metered as that meant soaking everyone with the 
hosepipe.   Still it did cool everything down even if I did then have to 
come home soaking wet! 
 

I had a hot morning in Piribebuy today with a few pounds to pay this 
year's rates and a couple of pounds for a new haircut.  
 

As for my decorations they are still up and should be down by the 
end of the week.   I am waiting for a slightly cooler day as it is 
several degrees hotter up a ladder than it is down on the ground.  
 

12th January 2017  

I hope you liked the photo of my new pet, my little lizard.   It is not 
in the house but seems to have taken up residence in a bush at the 
side of the back patio so it is often around.   I did not know what it 
was but I put its photo on facebook in the hope that someone would 
tell me.  Success, I now know that it is an Argentine Black and 
White Tegu. It is just a baby and apparently they are very intelligent 
and make good pets.  If your idea of a good pet is a two metre long 
lizard that is what I have.  I had a good look at reptile places in the 
UK and there are a few for sale - but at E300 they cost more than a 
goldfish...........  
 

It was Kings Day at the end of last week and Evangelina had a new 
teddy which she likes. 
 

There has been no frost - just lot of hot stuff.   However there has 
been some rain.  Yesterday morning the sky went very black and 



25 
 

there was a lot of heavy rain coming down.  There was also a lot of 
thunder and lightning and the lights went off and on a few times 
before there was a big bang and off they went for good.   The 
electricity stayed off for the rest of the day and when I got my 
candles out last night I could see that it was just the group of houses 
around me that were in darkness so maybe lightning hit the 
transformer that serves these few houses.    As I expected this 
morning there was still no electricity until just before lunch time 
when a little over 24 hours after going off the power came back on.  
 

Oh and just one other thing.....it is good that I never throw anything 
away!   I plugged in the computer charger to turn it on and found it 
was not working.  I thought for a while that it would need a trip 
to Caacupe to get a 5th replacement.  However I worked out that it 
was the power cable rather than the charger itself that had packed 
up.  So I got my big box of wires out and amongst them I found one 
that would do the job.  All then fixed and working again and no need 
to go and buy a new one.  There...you see.... what a good idea it is to 
keep everything just in case...........................     
   

Best Wishes to everyone. 
Simon  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
the connexion 

 

Issue 7 of the connexion, the magazine of the Methodist Church, has 
been published, entitled ‘Thinking Big’.  There are some copies 
available in the foyer along with some previous issues.  You are 
welcome to take one.  You can also download a copy from the 
Methodist Church website or sign up to receive your own copy. 

There are short reports from around the connexion and from 
Methodist Churches abroad.  Each issue is well worth reading. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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The Newsletter 
Thank you very much to all those who have contributed to this issue 
of the newsletter.  I hope you have all enjoyed reading it and found it 
interesting. 

I would be delighted to receive your items for future newsletters – the 
earlier in the month the better, as it helps with planning the issue.  It 
was good to have some items early in the month for this issue. 

Please don’t forget to let me have any news for the Church Family 
News page. 

Remember that the newsletter is intended to help to keep us in touch 
with each other.  Does it fulfil this aim?  How could it be improved? 

Please let me have your items for the March newsletter by Sunday 
19th February.  Thank you very much. 

Janet Watts  telephone: 717492   email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
A prayer from the Methodist Prayer Handbook: 

Lord God, we commit ourselves to you. 
Be with us at our times of greatest need, 
meet us on our journey and send us on our way, 
renewed in your love and power, 
 rejoicing in hope, 
 giving ourselves in service to you through others, 
 willing to be changed by you, 
and becoming more like you each day.  Amen 
 

             (Patricia Batstone, Mid-Derbyshire Circuit) 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  


