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A Message from our Minister
I was given two particularly fabulous books last year. One was the
Bible that I was presented at my Ordination; the other was about the
Solar System and the Universe. I have been enjoying both of them.
The other day, I read one of my favourite Psalms, 19, which begins
with the words :
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
I love the way that the writer describes the sky as "telling" us about
God. Of course, not everyone shares that opinion, nor even
understands it. Yet the things we see in the sky tell us much about our
universe. Last March, Bedfordshire was fortunate to witness a
spectacular partial eclipse of the Sun, despite cloudy weather. I was
pleased to manage a photograph with my little camera.
The best scientific research, however, is possible during a total solar
eclipse. What I hadn't realised until this week was such things are
unique in our Solar System. In his book, Wonders of the Solar
System and the Universe (2014), Professor Brian Cox writes:
On every other planet in the Solar System the moons are the
wrong size and the wrong distance from the Sun to create the
perfect perspective of a total solar eclipse. However, here on
Earth the heavens have arranged themselves in perfect order.
The Sun is 400 times the diameter of the Moon and, by sheer
coincidence, it's also 400 times further away from the Earth
(p.25).
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Professor Cox calls this "a wonderful quirk of fate". That's not how I
see it, of course. I am a fan of space and of science. Some people find
this contradictory. But for people of faith, as science continually
reveals wonders beyond our imagination, the only possible response
is awe. As the psalmist says:
The heavens are telling the glory of God!
Graham.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Latest News!!
Fairtrade
We are very pleased to report that we are now a
Fairtrade Church. You can find out more about what
this means on the certificates displayed on the notice
board and in the kitchen.
Fairtrade Fortnight this year begins on 29th February. Look out for
more about Fairtrade in next month’s newsletter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Church Family News

Christmas Eve Messy Church

Congratulations and all good wishes for a very happy birthday to
Anne Foley for her 50th birthday on 12th February.

On Christmas Eve at 12 noon children, parents and grandparents
gathered for Messy Church. As you would expect the theme was the
Nativity, with craft activities followed by worship. The photographs
were taken during the worship in the church.

We send our love and remember in prayer Rosemary and Mick
Gregory following the death of Rosemary’s brother.
We are pleased that Mary Abbott has been able to return home from
hospital and pray that God will continue to heal and strengthen her
day by day.
We pray for John Washington following the operation on his
shoulder, that he will make a complete recovery.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Flowers in February
Grateful thanks to those who will be donating flowers to enhance our
worship this month.
7th February
14th February
21st February
28th February

Barbara Fenney
Rosemary Gregory
Sue and John Bunker
Carole and Lance Mason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Update
As you know the Shoeboxes that we filled at the beginning of
November were taken to the collection point at Woburn Parish
Church. We have now learnt that our 89 boxes were among 6,269
boxes that were sent to Serbia from Woburn.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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After the worship it was time for the food. As it was a special
occasion the food was special too, with sausage rolls and other
savouries, followed by mince pies and cakes.
Thank you to Rebecca for organising the craft, to Graham for the
worship time, and Maryan for organising the food, as well as all the
other helpers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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1st Flitwick Boys’ Brigade

Churches Together Lent Prayer Spaces

The Junior Section have started on their space
theme and have created a frieze of the solar
system as well as creating a variety of space
ships! They also wished British astronaut Tim
Peake “Good luck” before his Spacewalk in mid
January – the Video was posted to Tim’s
Facebook page and the boys were very excited to
get a reply back of “Thanks guys!” The Junior
boys have been following Tim's progress as part of their space theme
this half term, and will also be learning about Constellations.

Churches Together in Ampthill and Flitwick have arranged to have
one of the churches open for prayer on each of the Saturday mornings
in Lent. The chart below shows which of the churches will be open
on each of the Saturdays. You will be welcome to ‘drop in’ for
prayer at any of the churches. The churches will be open from 10 am
to 12 noon. See also the poster on the notice board.

They have a number of Battalion competitions coming up before
Easter: Unihoc, 10-Pin Bowling and Bible Competition and will be
practising in the coming weeks.
Speaking of competitions, the Company Section have won a share of
another trophy! This time 5-a-side football. We didn't have a full
team but the two boys available joined up with boys from other
companies to make 2 scratch teams – one of which won! From
memory this is the first time a scratch team has actually won a
competition! Back in Flitwick the Company Section have been
creating weather forecasts, completing the trophy cabinet, and
preparing for their own competitions of Table Tennis and First Aid.
Anchor Boys restarted on 28th January and at time of writing we were
expecting up to 6 boys to come along. More on that next month.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for BB – we will
be on parade in February – please make the boys and their families
welcome.
God Bless.

Angela Brydon
Company Captain
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February 13th
February 20th
February 27th
March 5th
March 12th
March 19th

Sacred Heart, Flitwick
Ampthill Baptist
St Peter and St Paul’s, Flitwick
Flitwick Methodist
Ampthill Methodist
St Andrew’s, Ampthill

As you can see our church will be open from 10 am to 12 noon on
Saturday 5th March. This is an opportunity to come and spend some
time in prayer, away from your busy everyday life. There will be
prayer stations that you may wish to use. Refreshments will be
available during the morning.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Daffodil Day
Daffodil Day this year is on Monday 7th March. A coach will be
going from the Circuit and will pick up in Flitwick High Street by the
Bollywood Lounge at 9.30 am. The cost of the coach is £13. If you
wish to go please give your name and fare to Ann Blair or Linda Pitts
by 15th February. If paying by cheque please make your cheque
payable to Mrs. Ann Blair.
If you need any further details please contact Ann or Linda.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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News from John and Maureen Millard
Another year has rolled on and little has changed. We are still in
Wigton, enjoying, for the first time in our marriage, being part of the
same community. It is lovely to see babies born and growing to
maturity and even to attend the funerals of neighbours and friends.
We like Wigton.
Our church is thriving under the leadership of our new young
minister. John preaches and Maureen leads Bible Study, is substitute
keyboard player, and leads the local branch of West Cumbria Credit
Union. John is now not only chaplain to the life boat but also works
every Friday as Chaplain to Carlisle Infirmary. John bowls – indoors
each winter and at Caldbeck in the summer, whilst Maureen does
Pilates and swims. Life is full and satisfying.
We hit a small bump last February when Maureen had a small TIA
stroke which affected her speech for a couple of minutes. She is now
on Warfarin and after 9 months has recovered her strength and apart
from avoiding caffeine and too much stress feels back to normal.
Those of you who know our children will be pleased to hear that they
are both doing well. Caroline now works in Darlington as consultant
in eating disorders. Paul is completing his final year training for the
Anglican priesthood and has been appointed curate to a York church
next July. Our grandchildren are great and from the oldest who is 12
to the youngest, 14 months, give us much joy. We don’t see them
very often, for weekends are busy for us all. We did manage a
summer holiday with Paul’s gang in the Borders of Scotland, which
was good fun and gave us an opportunity to get to know Freya, the
baby. We also enjoyed a few days on the Isle of Arran where the sun
shone and much enjoyed this spectacular little island. We will be
spending time with each of them this Christmas and New Year.

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 4th March

10.30 am at Ampthill Baptist Church
7.30 pm at Flitwick Parish Church
All (including men) will be welcome.
The service this year has been prepared by the women of Cuba.
Theme: “Receive children. Receive me.”
Women's World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical, prayer
movement. Each year women from a different country prepare a
service which is used in over 170 countries across the world on the
first Friday in March.
The theme ‘Receive Children, Receive Me' reflects St Mark's Gospel,
chapter 10 verses 13-16, which is the focus of the service and a
reminder that everyone is a child of God and equally worthy of our
love and respect.
The Republic of Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean, with a
population of 11 million. It has one of lowest infant mortality rates
in the world and a health system with many programmes of
prevention. Women play an important part in many areas of society,
including politics and the church.

We hope this finds you well and happy and wish you God’s richest
blessing this Christmas and in the year ahead.

There are many Christian denominations in Cuba, with the Roman
Catholic Church being the largest. The Council of Churches in Cuba
brings together most of these denominations.
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Prayer Suggestions for February

Prayer Leaflet
February 2016

A prayer from the Methodist Prayer Handbook:
Loving God, your grace makes diamonds from our leaden words
of praise.
You take the clay of our humanity, and make of it a jewel in your
hands.
You take our faith that drifts like sand; that finds itself in pooled
shallows, and make it a mirror of your love.
Transforming God, we praise and thank you for your willingness
to enter into our lives, and live alongside us. Amen

Fiona Green, local preacher, Ashbourne Circuit
6 days beginning 1st February - Our Church
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

The wilderness, for Jesus,
was preparation ground
and later, wanting time to pray,
deserted space he found.
So may our journey take us to
that place of solitude
where God’s own Word, not bread alone,
becomes our daily food.
Rachel Parkinson
Hymn on the Singing the Faith Plus Website
(verse 3)
11

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray for our Church Council meeting this evening.
Pray that God will guide us as we seek his will.
Pray for our minister, Graham and his ministry with
us.
Pray for all who hold office within the church.
Pray for all the groups who meet throughout the week.
Pray for the whole Church family.

Week beginning 7th February - Beginning of Lent
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

(Poverty Action Sunday) Pray for those who work to
reduce poverty.
Pray for people suffering from poverty that they will
get the help they need.
Pray for the work of the Need Project.
(Ash Wednesday) As we remember Jesus’ time in the
wilderness pray that we too will be able to resist
temptation.
Praise God that He was with Jesus in the wilderness.
We ask God’s help as we go through desert times.
Pray for those who we know who are going through
difficult times at present.
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Week beginning 14th February - Lent
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

(1st Sunday in Lent) Thank God that he will guide us
through our Lenten journey.
We ask God’s forgiveness for our failures.
Thank God for His forgiveness and his help as we
seek to live for Him.
Pray that we may come closer to God during Lent.
Pray that we will be willing to be used by God in
whatever way He wishes to use us.
Pray that we will be willing to witness for God.
Thank God that we know His presence in times of
difficulty as well as times of joy and peace.

Week beginning 21st February - Prayer
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Pray that God will help us to deepen our prayer life
during this period of Lent.
Thank God that we can pray to Him at any time
wherever we are.
Ask God to teach us more about his will for us as we
pray to Him.
Praise God that we are His children and we can come
to Him as our Father.
Thank God for quiet times when we can closer to
Him.
Pray that God will help us to listen to Him as well as
talk to Him.
Pray that God will help us to explore different ways of
praying.

2 days beginning 28th February - Our Circuit
Sunday
Monday

Pray for the united service at Ampthill today.
Pray for our Circuit churches and ministers.

Services in February
Please remember those leading our worship in your prayers,
especially during the week prior to the service.
7th February
10.30 am
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
(Holy Communion)
6.00 pm
Rev. Kath Pawlett
14th February

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Parade Service (Café Church)
Rev. Glayne Worgan

21st February

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Robert Minott
Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights

28th February

10.30 am
6.00 pm

United Service at Ampthill
Rev. Caroline Weaver

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday 22nd February from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm.
All families welcome.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Donations welcome to cover costs.
Contact Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights for further details.
Future Messy Church dates:
21st March, 18th April, 16th May

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Circuit Lent and Holy Week Services

Clophill News

All are welcome to join with friends from across the Circuit at any of
these services.

Tea and Chat
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon

Wednesday 10th February, 7.30pm at St. Mark’s, Brickhill
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion led by Rev. Charlie Royden
Wednesday 17th February, 7.30pm at Oakley
Worship led by Rev. Gill Baalham
Wednesday 24th February, 7.30pm at Cardington
Worship led by circuit young people and Youth Workers
Wednesday 2nd March, 7.30pm at Stewartby
Worship led by Rev. Caroline Weaver
Wednesday 9th March, 7.30pm at Haynes
Worship led by Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights
Wednesday 16th March, 7.30pm at Henlow
Worship led by Rev. Dave Haseldine
Monday 21st March, drop in between 2pm and 9pm (provisional)
Holy Week Labyrinth, with Deacon Jane Mills, at Putnoe Heights
Tuesday 22nd March, drop in anytime between noon and 8pm
Holy Week Garden, with Rev. Matt Fugill, at Kempston East
Wednesday 23rd March, 7.30pm at Trinity Biggleswade
Taizė-style Holy Week worship, led by Rev. Andrew Hollins

Coffee and Croissant Morning
Saturday 6th February
10 am to 12 noon
Messy Church
Saturday 13th February
4 pm to 6 pm
All age activities, worship and a meal for all the family.
Donations welcome to cover the cost.
Children to be accompanied by an adult.
Contact 07920568861
Beetle Drive
Saturday 27th February at 6.30 pm
Adults £5, children £2.50 including light refreshments

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Shefford Coffee Morning

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Saturday 6th February
10 am to 12 noon

Circuit Prayer Meeting

Coffee Morning in aid of the “Raising the Roof”
appeal for the Church Hall.

The next Circuit prayer meeting will be held on Monday 22nd
February at Willington at 10.30am. All will be very welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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You are invited to enjoy coffee, tea, cakes and a chat.
There will also be a raffle, bric a brac and other stalls.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Wanted for someone in need
I have received a request for the following secondhand items.
Rotary Clothes Line
4x6 Garden shed or something similar to keep garden tools etc in (No
bigger)
Baby Belling cooker

The Upper Room
at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays
Dates in February – 4th and 18th
Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am.
Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm.
Proceeds after expenses for local charities.
All are welcome.

If you have any of the above that you do not need any more, perhaps
stowed in the loft or the garage, or you know of anyone who might
have any of the above, could you please let me know.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank you.

Issue 4 of ‘the connexion’ magazine has been published. The theme
of this issue is “Giving the green light to mission”. ‘the connexion’
is the magazine first issued a year ago to keep Methodists in touch
with what is happening around the Connexion.

Margaret Fletcher
email: pfletcher@ormail.co.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Beds, Essex and Herts District
Methodist Women in Britain

‘the connexion’ Magazine

There are some copies of ‘the connexion’ in the foyer. Please take a
copy and when you have read it pass it on to someone else. You can
also sign up at www.methodist.org.uk/theconnexion to receive three
copies of this and future issues which you can share with others.

District Day

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wednesday 17th February
11.00 am to 3 pm
at Bishops Stortford Methodist Church

Methodism and Ecumenism Study Tour

“From Darkness to Light”
Journey through Lent to Easter
Morning session with Rev Andrew Hollins
Afternoon Session –
a choice of Easter-related Handicrafts
Bring your own lunch – soup and drinks provided.
Bring and buy stall
See the poster on the notice board.
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2nd – 8th June 2016
You are invited to join Rev’d Dr Stephen Skuse (Director of
Scholarship, Research and Innovation, the Methodist Church) and
Rev’d Dr Tim Macquiban (Director, Methodist Ecumenical Office
Rome) for a 6 day study tour of Rome, thinking through issues of
what it means to be a Methodist in an ecumenical context.
For more details please see the information on the notice board.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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News from Paraguay
22nd December 2015
Currently it is hot and sunny but there is more rain forecast for later
in the week. They are talking about a wet and stormy Christmas, so
we will wait and see what turns up.
I have got the presents out of the suitcases and organised into bags. I
will make sure I take my new camera down to Evangelina's birthday
party and have got a bag of presents to take there. Hopefully it will
be a sunny afternoon.
I think it is possible that the same part of Asuncion is flooded, all the
houses down close to the river, and it sounds like quite a large area is
under water. Handy I live in the hills!
26th December 2015
It was a shame the internet was not working well enough for a skype
today. When there is bad weather there is always a problem with the
signal, and as we were trying to talk I could hear the thunder starting
to rumble outside so there may well be some rain this afternoon. I
knew that it was going to be a problem as before trying the skype I
had taken nearly an hour to try and read my emails!
The weather has been very stormy and there have now been weeks
and weeks of heavy rain so everything is damp and the ground can't
take a lot more water. The last storm was on Christmas Eve and that
came with some very strong wind. So much so that the whole of the
kitchen roof got blown off and ended up wrapped round trees. So the
kitchen is currently open to the elements and it really is like cooking
on a camp fire. The roof will be going back on, but lower and almost
flat so there is nothing for the wind to get under. But that can't be
done until it has had a chance to dry out, as I can't take off the tops of
the walls whilst everything is still soaked through. Over opposite to
me they evacuated the house and hid behind it until their roof stopped
bouncing up and down!
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It did brighten up a bit during Christmas Eve in the evening so I went
to a little party over at Ramona's. She and her sisters were all pleased
with their presents. It was a good night with a barbecue and almost
2.00 am by the time I went back home.
Then yesterday, which is not treated as Christmas over here and is
really much more like Boxing Day, I opened all my presents in the
morning. It was good to be able to bring most of them back with me.
So thank you very much for all my things - and I have been
practicing with my new camera.
This afternoon I went to Emilica's where there was a party for
Evangelina's birthday. They too were pleased with their presents. A
fairly simple party but a lot of people there so everyone had a good
time and it was early evening before I headed back home.
Tomorrow, again depending on the weather, the plan is to all go to
Alicia's for a party for Santi's second birthday.
28th December 2015
There has been far more rain than normal, months of it, so all the
streams and rivers are much bigger than they used to be. Luckily I
live in the hills so no flooding here at all as all the water goes down
and ends up in the big river, which is why the river in Asuncion is
now higher than it has been for 30 years and with almost daily storms
rising all the time. So that was why all the flooding was obviously
considered news worthy enough for you to get it on your news
programmes.
Whilst I say there is no flooding here, the ground is as full of water as
it is possible to be so it takes a long time for the water to soak away
and springs have popped up in several places around my land.
The kitchen is still roofless and I expect it will remain that way for a
couple of weeks as quite apart from needing the walls to dry properly
before working on them I am taking the opportunity to have a good
clear out and get rid of all the junk that has found its way in there
over the years. When the roof does go back on I will have lowered
20

the roof a bit and made it almost flat so as not to give the wind
anything to get hold of. As for the wood stove, it is not out of action,
just less usable as I have to wait for enough days in a row to dry the
firewood out.
2nd January 2016
There was no escape from the storms on New Year's Eve as it rained
very heavily from mid evening until mid morning New Year's Day.
I had sort of arranged to go to Emilica's but all the rain rather
cancelled this so I just took my umbrella and went over to Ramona's
instead. There we all sat watching the lightening all night!

With all this rain the track is not looking good. There are plenty of
big holes, several of which have become small ponds or streams.
But, of course, there is no point in repairing the track until the rain
stops as everything will just get washed away leaving he track twice
as bad as before.
I did not do many Kings Day things yesterday, but did get invited
down to Emilica's for a barbecue for her brother's birthday. A good
night out - but then I had to pick my way back along the track in the
dark afterwards.

On New Year's Day I went over to Alicia's once the rain had stopped
as both Alberta and Alicia had come home. To get there I had to go
down my path which was a little river and then wade across the track
once I got down to my gate. I went into Piribebuy this morning and
there was still a lot of water and mud on the road.

14th January 2016
And now you have some winter! Here it does seem to have stopped
raining. In fact this week it has been hot and sunny. The track is
now pretty much dried out but all that water running across the track
has left it in a pretty bad shape. I guess as every track around is in
the same state it may be a little while before it is repaired.

You may have seen my new look kitchen on Facebook. Rodrigo has
been over up on top of the wall taking bricks down, as otherwise I
would have been up and down the ladder all day. Then this week I
will need more help getting the roof beams back up and then putting
the roof back on which needs little more than nailing all the sheets in
place. Once it is finished the roof will be a lot lower and flatter and
hopefully will not get blown away again!

As for my kitchen - the roof has gone back on. It was all done on
Monday. In the morning I got almost a couple of courses of bricks
up to lock the roof beams and then after lunch Rodrigo came over to
help with putting on the wooden framework and then nailing the roof
sheets back on. With the roof being almost flat now it needed a lot
less of the tin sheets to cover it so I have a pile of them now hanging
around in my garden.

Just remembered - my new Dunstable calendar is now up and also
that mosquito door net thingy you sent me I have put up at my
bedroom door to try at least to keep the little flying things out of
there........

Yesterday I was trying to think of what to do with all the bricks that
had come down when the roof was lowered - so in the afternoon I
built myself a barbecue.

7th January 2016
The kitchen is coming along. The walls are to the level I want them
and the roof beams are back up. However, as there are still very
heavy storms most days the roof has not gone back on, and will not
go back on until there are a couple of dry days in a row so that the
cement that will be needed to put a few bricks up to secure the roof
beams in place can dry and will not be washed away.
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Evangelina is now walking. She was not quite walking on her
birthday but is now, so no doubt will be exploring everything and
getting in the way. She has a playpen of a sort in the form of half an
old oil drum she gets put into to keep out of mischief!
Simon
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You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the dates
mentioned below:
Wednesday 3rd February 2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend Graham Clarke
Moderator of the General Council Central Baptist Association
Minister of Marshalswick Baptist Free Church
The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch.

Wednesday 2nd March 2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend John Steele
Minister of the United Reformed Church, Thames North Synod
The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Newsletter
Thank you to those who have contributed to this issue of the
newsletter and thank you to you all for reading it.
Please help to make this a newsletter that everyone will want to read
by letting me have your contributions. The more varied the items the
more interesting it is to read. I am always pleased to receive your
news or articles.
Please remember to let me have your items for the March newsletter
by Sunday 21st February.
Janet Watts telephone: 717492 email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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