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A Message from our Minister 

Looking for presence 
I remember the childhood 
Christmas when I was ill, the 
worry that I was going to 
miss out on the day I'd been 
waiting for all year, or so it 
seemed. Something magical, 
exciting, unique, very, very 
special indeed. And I'm sure 
it wasn't all about presents. 

More about "presence" maybe. 	

As I remember, I was happily recovered by Christmas day. But the 
illness made me realise that I wanted something extraordinary. Is this 
something I still want, or now have?  

It's an old joke, probably the worst pun in Star Wars history, and 
definitely worthy of my budget Christmas crackers: Darth Vader: 
Luke, I know what you have for Christmas... I have felt your presents 
(if explanation is needed, Flitwick Methodist Church does have very 
own Star Wars guru!). But it highlights that human beings understand 
such things as supernatural feelings and connections. Not only do 
people understand such things, people long for them. At Christmas, 
children feel these connections especially in the Christmas story. I can 
too, so can you. God offers us full connection through his only Son, 
born that first Christmas. It's good news. Actually it's completely 
brilliant news! May God bless you with his presence in Advent and 
through Christmas.  

Graham  
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Church Family News 
We were sad to learn of the death last month of Brian Miller, who was 
a regular attender at the Luncheon Club.  We pray that his family and 
friends will be comforted in their loss. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
We know that there are a number of people in our church family who 
need God’s love and care because of illness.  Please keep them in your 
prayers.   We especially remember:  

Peter Fletcher and Margaret 
David Pateman and Maryan 
Emma, daughter of Janet and John May 

For these and others in need we pray that God’s love will surround 
them and sustain them, and bring peace day by day.  
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

 

Church Flowers in December 
We thank those who have agreed to donate the flowers to enhance 
our worship this month. 

   3rd December  Beryl and Roger Cooper 

 10th December  Anne Foley 

 17th December  Frances Impey 

 24th December  Janet Watts 

 31st December  Beryl and Roger Cooper 

The flowers in church each week are a reminder of the great beauty of 
God’s creation and as we look at the flowers we are reminded that God 
gives us so many things to enjoy and care for. 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Shoe Box Evening 
On 6th November our Guild evening was a hive of activity, when 
89 boxes were filled with gifts for children who would probably 
otherwise have nothing at Christmas time.  We thank Baby Comes 
Too, who added another three to this number. 

 

We don’t know yet the destination of the shoe boxes, but we can be 
sure they will be appreciated. 

Their first stop is Woburn Parish Church, the collection point for this 
area, and we thank Richard Luscombe for taking the boxes there.  

There will be a service of thanksgiving for all the boxes on 19th 
November after which, during the next few days, the boxes will be 
checked and then they will be packed into containers and be sent to 
their destination. 

Thank you to all those who supported this event, by giving gifts and 
by coming along to pack the boxes. 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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What an Inspirational Day 
On Saturday morning, 18 November, Sheila and I made our way to 
church for the 8.30am women’s breakfast.  After enjoying a very 
delicious breakfast, we listened to Helen Boshier telling us all about a 
different kind of worship that she had experienced in Tottenham Court 
Road in London.  She had attended a ‘Hillsong’ service held in the 
Dominion Theatre, which was one of four services held each Sunday 
with each service attended by over 2000 people.  It was a very lively 
loud service with a lot of young people in attendance.  Helen wanted 
to share this with us as a very positive outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
involving a young congregation. We all agreed this was very inspiring 
to hear about the younger generation receiving God’s Word, although 
there were some reservations about the style of worship and our current 
churches reaction to changing styles of worship.  It was all very 
thought provoking and we all came away thinking of ways to 
encourage the youngsters into our churches. 

Continuing our inspiring day, Sheila and I met at 6.30pm to attend the 
Boys’ Brigade Concert starting at the church at 7.00pm with James 
Charlesworth and his band.  We arrived at church to be met with the 
sight of a fantastic Christian book stall, with lots of books, calendars, 
prayer cards, Christian ornaments etc, all for sale that evening.  Wow, 
what another amazing experience with wonderful music and 
inspirational words to feed our souls.  We were treated to some great 
music varying from the Beatles and ELO, lots of Christian songs, 
finishing with Amazing Grace, Shine Jesus Shine and O Happy Day.  
As Richard said in the closing prayer, we were led down ‘memory 
lane’ and reminded of the deep faith that we all share.  For any 
Facebook fans, James advertised his own Facebook page to keep track 
of where he is performing next.  With many thanks to Angela and the 
Boys Brigade for organizing the evening and for the delicious tea and 
biscuits in the interval. 
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Sheila and I agreed that the day had proved to be very uplifting, opened our 
hearts to different ways of worship and also made us all realize that we need 
to rise to the challenge of ‘going out and sharing the love of Jesus with all we 
meet’. 

Carole Mason and Sheila Sutherland 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

 

Open the Book 

You may recall that I gave some information earlier in the year about 
the Open the Book group who were hoping to start visits within our 
Flitwick schools, sharing Bible stories in school assemblies. Well it 
has happened and is slowly gaining more involvement with two Lower 
schools, Kingsmoor and Templefield. The group is co-ordinated by a 
very enthusiastic Sophie from the Parish Church who really does all 
the hard work for the team. It is based from the Parish Church but has 
been encouraged to be ecumenical – at present I represent our 
Methodist Church and we now also have two people from Flitwick 
Baptist Church. If you know of someone who attends these schools, I 
hope they may be able to recall an Open the Book visit. 

The commitment is what you make it – whether you are able to offer 
just one or all the sessions in a term. The times are 9.45 am – 10.45 am 
on a specific Monday or Thursday during the term. The more people 
who are able to help, the more fun it is. It is not physical but means 
you have to set the alarm clock for a sensible time on those days!! If 
you know nothing about it, please come and watch a session and decide 
if you too would like to be involved. If you wish more information, 
please speak to Linda (Pitts). 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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24 Hours of Prayer and Fasting 
Tues. 28th November 9.00pm – Wed. 29th November 9.00 pm 

Our circuit is supporting the initiative of the Methodist Church to have 
a day of prayer and fasting, and chose the end of November for this as 
a way of leading into the season of Advent. 

There is a poster on the notice board giving more details.  Different 
circuit churches will be open throughout the time.  Even if you are 
unable to get to any of the churches during this day you are encouraged 
to spend time in prayer and fasting.   

Churches that will be open are: 

Tues 28th 21.00-24.00 Circuit Service and vigil at Kempston East 
Wed. 29th 24.00-03.00 Willington 
Wed. 29th 03.00-06.00 Lidlington 
Wed. 29th 06.00-07.00 Putnoe Heights 
Wed. 29th 07.00-09.00 Upper Caldecote 
Wed. 29th 09.00-11.00 Ampthill 
Wed. 29th 11.00-13.00 Cardington 
Wed. 29th 13.00-15.00 Clapham 
Wed. 29th 15.00-17.00 Park Road, Bedford 
Wed. 29th 17.00-19.00 Trinity, Biggleswade 
Wed. 29th 19.00-21.00 Circuit Service at Henlow 

19.00-20.00     Silent prayer 
20.00-21.00     Service of Celebration 
followed by a simple supper at 9 pm 

 

Fasting is creating space to be with God.  It may mean giving up 
something for the day – not necessarily food which we often think of 
when we hear the word fasting.  It could be fasting from television, or 
social media, or coffee, for example. 

Please use at least part of this day to spend more time in prayer.   
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The 24 hours of Prayer and Fasting includes Priory’s regular half-hour 
worship at 12 noon on a Wednesday, so this service will use the theme 
of prayer and fasting and there will be prayer stations to aid us. In 
addition to the activities around the circuit for the 24 hours, these 
prayer stations will be available in the chapel at Priory from 10 am to 
4.30pm on Wednesday 29th and all are welcome to drop in at any time 
and make use of the stations. 
 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
 

Transport Rota 
Several years ago, the Pastoral Committee drew up a Transport Rota. 
This was to enable anyone needing transport to appointments or to 
church to contact someone able to offer transport on that particular day. 
Time has moved on and there are now some people new to our church 
who may not know about the rota, and there are others who are no 
longer able to provide transport. We are updating the rota and will 
make sure that Pastoral visitors share it with those on their Pastoral 
lists. 

We would like to ask if there is anybody who would be willing to offer 
to provide transport when necessary. You may not be asked very often 
but it is reassuring for members of our church family to know that there 
is someone they can call upon to take them to a doctor’s or hospital 
appointment or even to bring them to church on a Sunday. 

If you are able to add your name to the rota, please speak to Ann Blair. 
Thank you. 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Tickets £9, available on the door 

The Flitwick Singers are raising money to support Noah Enterprise, 
Luton, in their concerts this year.  This charity seeks, out of Christian 
conviction, to help the most disadvantaged in the local community.  It 
is concerned with providing a practical, empowering and caring 
service to people who are homeless. 
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Prayer Leaflet 
 

 
 

Praise to the God who clears the way 
preparing room and space; 

for power and pride will lose their sway 
as peace comes in their place. 

 

Jan Berry 
Singing the Faith 183 verse 1 

 
December 2017 
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Prayer Suggestions for December 
2 days beginning 1st December - Advent 
Friday Pray that as we begin Advent we may prepare 

ourselves to receive Jesus once again. 
Saturday Pray that we will take time to stop and remember what 

Advent is about. 
 
Week beginning 3rd December - Advent 
Sunday As we begin another Church year help us to worship 

with joy and hope for the future. 
Monday Thank God for Jesus coming into the world to save us 

from our sins. 
Tuesday We remember the angel’s message to Mary and the 

need for her to be willing to do God’s will.  Pray that 
we may be willing to do what God asks of us. 

Wednesday Pray that we will have a sense of wonder as we think 
of Jesus coming into the world as a baby. 

Thursday Pray God will help us in all we do this Advent. 
Friday  Praise God that in Advent we also remember Jesus’ 

promise to come back. 
Saturday Pray that God will help us to be ready when Jesus 

comes again. 
 
Week beginning 10th December - Peace 
Sunday Thank God for Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Monday Pray for the peace of mind we all need every day. 
Tuesday Pray for people who have no peace in their lives. 
Wednesday Pray for peace among families and communities. 
Thursday Pray for peace in the world, particularly in the Holy 

Land of Jesus’ birth.  
Friday  Pray for those suffering the effects of war. 
Saturday Pray for people in places where peace in fragile. 
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Week beginning 17th December - Waiting 
Sunday As we wait for the coming of Christmas help us to 

remember those whose waiting is not a joyful time 
Monday Pray for those who wait for news of a diagnosis or 

treatment. 
Tuesday Pray for those who wait for results of a job interview 

or the results of exams. 
Wednesday Pray for those who await the joyful occasion of the 

birth of a baby. 
Thursday Pray for help to be patient whatever we may be 

waiting for. 
Friday As we look to the future may we wait with hope. 
Saturday Pray for children excitedly waiting for Christmas day. 
 
Week beginning 24th December – Christmas  
Sunday As we worship today we pray that God will help us to 

see again the wonder of Jesus’ birth. 
Monday May our giving include giving ourselves to Jesus once 

again. 
Tuesday Now that the busy time is over pray we will reflect on 

the meaning of Jesus coming as a baby born in humble 
surroundings. 

Wednesday Thank God for the joy of Christmas time. 
Thursday Thank God for the hope Jesus brought to the world. 
Friday Ask God to help us keep in our hearts the joy, hope 

and peace that Jesus brought as we journey on. 
Saturday Thank God for his help throughout this year. 
 
31st December - A prayer from the Methodist Prayer Handbook 
Lord Jesus, as we face an unknown future, help us to recognise where 
your hand has been at work over the years, bringing us to the place 
where we find ourselves today.  Be our rock, Lord Jesus, a foundation 
on which to build.  Help us to be faithful to our calling and to trust you 
in the years to come.   Amen.  
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Services in December 
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this month, 
especially during the week prior to the service. 

  3rd December  10.30 am Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights 
      Holy Communion 

4.00 pm Circuit Advent Service at Putnoe  
               

10th December            10.30 am Hazel Hitch 
6.00 pm Carol Service at Ampthill 
 

17th December            10.30 am S Club Nativity 
                                      6.00 pm Liz Little 
 

24th December            10.30 am Nine Lessons and Carols 
 11.15 pm Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights 

       Christmas Eve Communion 
 

25th December 10.00 am Christmas Morning Service 
      led by Baby Comes Too 
 

31st December 10.30 am Alan Davis 

~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	

	

Monday 18th December   3.30 pm – 5.30 pm 
Refreshments, craft, stories, fun, singing, and a cooked tea. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Please contact Graham on 01525 713468 for more information. 

Donations welcome to cover costs. 
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Christmas Greetings 
2017 

 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord 
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Happy	Christmas	to	you	all,	
and	may	Jesus	bless	you	
with	laughter,	joy	and	

peace.	
Carole	and	Lance	Mason	

	

	

Let’s	celebrate	God’s	Son,	
born	for	us	all!	

Love	from	Jane	and			Graham	
Claydon-Knights	

	
	

Wishing	everyone	all	joy,	
happiness	and	peace	at	
Christmas	and	in	the	New	

Year.	
Beryl,	Roger	and	Simon	

	

Wishing	good	health	and	
peace	this	Christmas	to	all	at	

FMC.	
Margaret	Olney	

	
	

Best	wishes	for	a	peaceful	
Christmas	and	New	Year.	

	

Love	in	Christ.	
Ann	and	Michael	Sharp	

	

	

The	peace	of	Jesus		
be	with	you	at	Christmas		
and	in	the	New	Year.	

	

John	and	Sue	
	

	

Happy	Christmas	and	all	
good	wishes	for	the	New	

Year.	

From	the	Foley	family	

	

	

Wishing	everyone	a		
blessed	Christmas.	

	

Love	Angela	&	Matthew	xx	
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Christmas	Greetings	to	all	
whether	with	family	or	

friends,	and	best	wishes	for	a	
peaceful	2018.	
Linda	Pitts	

	

	
Happy	Christmas	

from	all	at	
1st	Flitwick	Boys'	Brigade	

	

	

Wishing	all	a	blessed	and	
peaceful	Christmas	and		

health	and	happiness	in	2018.	
	

Ivan	and	Sheila	

	

	

Wishing	our	wonderful	
church	family																																																

a	very	Happy	Christmas	
	

With	love	from																										
Maryan	and	David	

	

	
Wishing	you	all	a	peaceful	
Christmas	and	New	Year	

Ann	and	David	

	

May	God	bless	you	with	joy,	
peace	and	hope	at	Christmas	

and	in	the	New	Year.	
	

Janet	
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Thank you to all those sending a Christmas 
Greeting in this card and contributing donations 
for Keech Hospice Care. 

ghghghghghghghgh 

ghghghghghghghgh 
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1st Flitwick Boys Brigade 
Firstly apologies for no item last month – slipped 
off my to do list.  

So lots to catch up with:  Anchor Boys have been 
making Self Portraits and the Wreath on display 
in church that so many have commented on. They 
have had their first competition, Football Skills 
and are currently 3rd in the Battalion. Junior 
Section had a visit from the Mayor and visited the 

Parish Church. They have had Battalion Football and are currently 4th 
in the Battalion.  

Company and Senior Section have completed their survival theme and 
are now thinking about disabilities learning how to tie a tie and carry 
and escort the colour. Competition wise they have had 10 Pin Bowling 
after which Company Section are 6th and Seniors 2nd in the Battalion. 

As a Company we took part in the town Remembrance Service, laying 
a wreath at the war memorial 

This led to discussion about next year’s Parade which will mark the 
centenary of the end of WWI. The Flitwick RBL have decided the 
parade will be in the morning - which leaves them without a Band to 
lead next year’s parade. And so Flitwick BB have set themselves the 
challenge of having a band to lead the parade next year. We have 
instruments to start to practice on, and are starting to fundraise to buy 
new ones ahead of the parade next year. We also have the support of 
other BB Companies in the battalion with instruction and the 
possibility of forming a combined band for events such as fetes etc.  So 
exciting times ahead! 

Most recently we shared in pulling together the Gospel Concert for the 
Church Anniversary weekend. Those who came along enjoyed a great 
evening of live music and over £140 was collected for Children in 
Need. I know others will be sharing their thoughts on the concert either 
this month or next. 
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Thank you for your continued support of BB and may we take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas and blessed 2018. 

    Angela Brydon  
    Company Captain 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

	 	 	 	

Thank you from ‘All We Can’ 
This is an extract from the letter of thanks from All We Can. 

‘Thank you very much for the recent gift of £171.00 that you sent on 
behalf of Flitwick Methodist Church for All We Can’s Harvest Appeal 
2017.  Please express our gratitude to all those who have contributed 
to this donation.’ 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
 

Action for Children Carol Singing 
Wednesday 13th December 

10.30 – 11.30 am 
Refreshments afterwards at 5 Kestrel Road 

All Welcome 
 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
 

A Reminder 
If you bring Christmas Cards to church to put in the pigeon hole box 
for your friends, please make sure you put both Christian and Surname 
on the envelope.  Also, please only use the box for people who will be 
in church to pick up their cards.   
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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To All Knitters 
 

A very big thank you to all who gave so generously to the shoeboxes 
and who come each month to knit. 
We continue to have our monthly knitting sessions and always 
welcome new knitters.  We have plenty of wool and patterns.  
 

We enjoy our time together and always find something to have a laugh 
over. 
 

Thank You all. 
 

Sheila Smith 
 
	lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll	
	

Ampthill Baptist Church  

Christmas Dinner 
Ampthill Baptist Church is hosting a Christmas dinner on Christmas Day for 
those who may not have anyone else to share Christmas with.  This includes 
lonely couples, single parent families with financial difficulties or other 
reasons that makes this a difficult time for them. 

This will be from 12.30 pm to 5.00 pm with dinner served at 1.00 pm. 

Transport will be provided if required.  People need to register by Monday 
11th December – contact admin@ampthillbaptist.org.uk or 01525 841682. 

Please also see the poster on the notice board.  There are some flyers in the 
foyer which you are welcome to take for anyone who may be interested. 

The organisers would value your prayers for the success of this venture. 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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Clophill News 

Tea and Chat 
Every Wednesday 10.00 am to 12 noon 

 

Christmas Market 
Saturday 2nd December 

12 noon – 4.00 pm 
Various Stalls, Refreshments 

Come and meet Father Christmas 
Free entry    

All Proceeds to Clophill Methodist Church 
 

Messy Church 
Saturday 16th December   4.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

Contact 07920 568861 
 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

The Upper Room 
At Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays 

Dates in December – 7th and 21st 
Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00am 

Light Lunches from 11.30 am – 1.00 pm 
Proceeds after expenses for local charities. 

All are welcome 
 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Friday Market ‘Tea’ Charities 
As many of you will know, teas and coffees are provided each Friday 
in the Village Hall, helping to raise money for different charities. 
To help make people more aware of the charities they can support, this 
is the timetable for December: 
  1st      Flitwick Village Hall Management Committee 
  8th      Agate House, Cheshire Home, Ampthill 

15th      MIND 
  22nd     Golden Age 
  29th      Flitwick Dolphins 
 

	
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

 

Circuit Prayer Meetings 
 

You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on 

Monday 11th December at 4.15 pm at the Putnoe Manse, 
12 Hartop Close Bedford MK41 8HE - contact Wendy Evans-Wood 

and Monday 18th December at 10.30 am at Willington 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

 

Christmas Carols in Ampthill Park 
Outside Ampthill Park Hub 

(organised by Ampthill and Flitwick Churches Together) 
Sunday 17th December 

2.00 pm for a 2.30 pm start 
Everyone welcome 

 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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News from Paraguay 
22nd October 2017 
I did hear all about your storm Brian.  I had my own bit of a storm 
yesterday heading home from town.    It was all so sunny and I had 
nothing better to do so I went into town for an afternoon out.   However 
when I was thinking about coming home the sky went very black.    So 
I quickly got on my way.   However I was not far out of town before I 
met the rain and was soaked to the skin in seconds - so not much point 
in going back into town as that would not have got me drier.  Through 
the very heavy rain I carried on for a few more miles to get to a petrol 
station where at least I could shelter until it was raining at least a little 
less.   Watching the rain I could see how heavy it was, like a waterfall 
- little could be seen beyond the garage forecourt as the rain was so 
heavy it looked like a curtain of white - and it did rather hurt as I rode 
through it.  After about an hour, things looked a little brighter, so I 
carried on home.  Of course the track was flooded but luckily I was the 
first person to go down it and no heavy vehicles had been along to 
churn it up so although it was very wet at least it was solid.  A few 
places it was flooded right across and one of those was pretty deep but 
I reached home without any more dramas and soon changed into dry 
clothes.    It was good this morning to see that the storm had gone and 
the sky is blue again. 

I am enjoying my fresh eggs and they will last as long as the chicken 
caries on laying them for me!    A couple of days ago I found another 
nest much nearer to my house - just behind my little trees. 

26th October 2017 
I have not been doing much this week.   Unfortunately it has not been 
a good week for doing things.  There has been a thunder storm going 
on for days so like everyone else I have been stuck indoors.   There 
have been hours and hours of heavy rain so the garden looks like a 
marsh and I don't expect the track is a very pretty sight.   No traffic is 
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coming down so I might for the moment be cut off from the rest of the 
world!   With a bit of luck the rain will stop before the weekend so I 
will be able to get out. 
 
28th October 2017 
Not long now until I will be travelling over to see you all.  I am as 
usual flying via Brazil.  I can't remember exactly when I leave here but 
I think it is early afternoon and then I get to Heathrow lunch time the 
following day.  I have now sorted out getting to you from Heathrow so 
that is one less thing to organise. 

I was stuck indoors for most of the week with thunder and lightning 
for days on end together with very heavy rain.   It did finally start to 
brighten up yesterday morning so as the sun even appeared in the 
afternoon I went down to visit Evangelina.    I was not surprised to hear 
that their house had been filled with water as there are several places 
where sun shines in through the roof tiles!     

Today it is warm and sunny so I went into Piribebuy as the cupboards 
were starting to look a bit empty.   On the way back I stopped off to 
see Evangelina and for lunch.  I am sure she will miss me when I am 
away.  I have told them that it will be best to celebrate Evangelina's 
birthday after my holiday so she can have presents from England for 
her birthday - which they all agree sounds a good idea.   

30th October 2017 
It was party time at Emilica's house yesterday for her Dad's birthday.   
I went round there late morning and it was well into the night before I 
came back home.   Evangelina was pleased to have me there all day 
long and it is funny to watch her when I am around as no one else 
matters.    The birthday food was cows head and there were three which 
appeared at different parts of the day as different people came round, 
so after three I was rather full!    
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Yes - I did notice that your clocks have changed - my Dunstable 
Calendar told me.    So it is now just a three hour time difference. 

2nd November 2017 
I have had a good day in Asuncion but the travelling there and back 
was not so good. 

There are road works on the outskirts of Asuncion and whilst I am sure 
it will be a lot better when all is done, for the moment it is just bringing 
the whole place to a halt.   It is like the M1 being down to one lane in 
each direction but with no alternative roads that could be used.   So 
when the bus reached the road works everything stopped and it took 
three hours to get there.  Coming home was even worse taking three 
and a half hours.  It is just about 70 km to Piribebuy. 

So despite leaving early it was lunch time when I reached Asuncion.    
First thing I did was to find the man and the book your friend has asked 
me to get for him.    I have never been to the American College before, 
just walked past it about a million times.  I found his office and he 
teaches history and organises adult education.  He spoke good English 
so we had a good chat.  It appears he has written several books on 
aviation and is having one published over in England next year    I now 
have the book and will bring it over with me.  

After having lunch I had a nice sunny afternoon wandering around the 
centre being a tourist before facing the bus and traffic jams again.   I 
left mid afternoon but it was dark by the time I reached Piribebuy.    

5th November 2017 
Happy Birthday Dad. 

Here it is nice and sunny - as it should be!    However there was a storm 
all Friday night and all day Saturday.  Since then there has been no 
water.   Apparently the well’s electric supply was hit by lightning so 
no one for miles around has water at the moment.    Hopefully the water 
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will come back on today as I have enough bottle water left to cook with 
- but then it will all be gone. 

6th November 2017 
No water all weekend.   I was very pleased when it came back on last 
night.   Lots of jobs that needed fixing have kept me busy as they did 
not require water.    I do all the DIY so will be able to do all yours 
when I am over. 

This morning being a nice day I went into Piribebuy to do the week's 
shopping.   Now that turned out to be more of an adventure than had 
been planned.   On the way down the track I was bitten by a dog.   It 
was a guard dog which I suspect had followed its owner down the drive 
way and then chased after his car a little way down the track before 
returning to sit outside his gate.  So seeing me go past gave it 
something to attack and it caught my leg and hung there until I was 
going fast enough to make it drop off. 

By chance when I reached the road I met Ramona who was just coming 
back from town after popping to get some college things to do a project 
that is due in today.  So we compared scars - as she was bitten by a dog 
in Asuncion last year and still has the scar on her arm.   Added to this 
she had stepped out of the blue right into an ants nest so was hopping 
up and down trying to get them off. 

This afternoon I will check all my computer stuff and then later go 
down to visit Evangelina. 

This may well be my last news until I am over in England to celebrate 
Christmas with all the family.   So - hopefully I will be able to catch 
up with everyone then - I arrive on Wednesday 6th December. 

Best wishes 
Simon 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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The Newsletter 
Thank you to you all for reading this newsletter, and a special thank 
you to those who have contributed items. 

As we reach the end of another year, and I look back on the newsletters 
produced during the year, I would like to thank all those who have 
contributed regularly or occasionally.  It makes the newsletter so much 
more interesting to read when I have your contributions. 

Your contributions for the newsletter are always welcome, as are your 
comments or suggestions. 

The last date for items for the January newsletter is Sunday 24th 
December, so if you have anything to contribute please make sure I 
have it by that date, or earlier if possible. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy Christmas season as we 
celebrate Jesus birth. 

Janet Watts   telephone: 717492   email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

 

 
 

Jesus is the heart of Christmas, 
find his peace on busy days. 
May the messages of Advent 

guide us through the Christmas maze. 
Jesus is the heart of Christmas, 

sing each carol in his praise! 
 

Singing the Faith 207 verse 4 
 


