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Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free,                                             

from our fears and sins release us,                     
let us find our rest in thee. 

Charles Wesley 
Singing the Faith 169 verse 1 
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A Message from our Minister 
 

Advent is all about looking 
forward, to Christ born human at 
Christmas, and to Christ returning 
as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, bringing heaven to Earth. 
The word "Christ" means 
"Anointed one". Anointing 
involves pouring precious oil on 
something or someone for a Holy purpose. For example, Old 
Testament priests were anointed, as were special vessels used in the 
temple. Later, people were anointed to be King. This practice has 
continued to the present day of course, since our own Queen 
Elizabeth was anointed at her coronation. In the years before Jesus 
was born, people were hoping for a very special King to be born who 
would bring God's Kingdom. We believe that Jesus was that person, 
the Anointed one. May we celebrate this holy season!  

Today's church believes that God is still anointing his people for new 
work to which he's called them. Our church anniversary weekend 
also was about looking forward, into the future to which God is 
calling us as his Methodist people in this place. That weekend was 
about celebrating what we have, being honest with about the 
challenges for the future, and asking God to speak to us about his will 
for ourselves and for our church community. The trouble with asking 
God for his will is that he might call us to something new, something 
which we may feel unable to do. However, God always equips those 
he calls. As we asked God for his guidance at the anniversary 
weekend, a number of people felt God calling them to new things, 
and for some people we prayed and anointed with oil. We know that 
God honours his calling with his power and gifts. If God is calling, 
then, in faith, we must receive his anointing for the task. May God 
help us to do so. Amen.  
 

Graham  
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Church Family News 
Please remember in your prayers Margaret Olney and all the family 
following the death of Margaret’s brother David. 

Thank God for our Church family and remember in your prayers 
those who are facing difficult times. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Church Flowers in December 
 
 

We thank those who have agreed to donate flowers to enhance our 
worship this month 
 

   4th December Ann Sharp 
 11th December Francis Impey 
 18th December Amy Kay 
 25th December Beryl and Roger Cooper 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Flowers on Remembrance Sunday arranged by Beryl Cooper. 
 

Thank you, Beryl, for organising the Flower Rota and for arranging 
the flowers on many Sundays throughout the year. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Church Anniversary 
 

I have just returned home after our Looking Forward Day, the 
Saturday of our Church Anniversary when we looked at our strengths 
and weakness, the threats we face and the opportunities we have.   
 

I would like to thank all those who did so much to make this day 
possible.  Particular thanks to Tony and Graham for planning and 
leading the day.  Thank you to Maryan for co-ordinating the catering, 
to all those who provided soup and desserts, and those who helped 
prepare the food and serve tea and coffee. Thank you to Joyce for co-
ordinating the creche volunteers, to Peter for putting everything on 
the screen, and to Richard and Linda for playing the piano for the 
hymns and for the games at the social evening.  Thank you to all who 
helped in any way and lastly thank you to those who came to all or 
part of the day. 
 

Many people joined together to make the day happen and this 
demonstrated one of the strengths of our church.     
      Janet Watts 
 
A	strength	of	our	fellowship………………	
	

‘Ask	and	it	shall	be	given	to	you’	
	

Mushroom,	carrot	and	coriander	(not	chilli!),	parsnip	and	
rosemary,	chicken	and	vegetables,	butterbean.	
	

You	wouldn’t	get	that	choice	of	soup	in	a	top	restaurant!	
	

Fruit	crumble,	apple	pie	(and	custard),	pavlova,	lemon	
cheesecake,	traditional	trifle,	lemon	meringue	pie,	
chocolate	trifle,	fruit	salad…..	
	

You	wouldn’t	get	that	choice	of	desserts	either!	
	

Thank	you	to	you	all	who	donated	these	so	generously	…..			And	for	
all	those	who	helped	to	prepare,	serve	and	clear	up	at	break	times,	
lunch	and	evening	meal.	YOU	ARE	ALL	AMAZING.	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Maryan 
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Some comments about the weekend: 
The weekend has inspired us with ideas – now we must put them into 
practice.   Roger and Beryl 
 

Thank God for all the many blessings received this weekend.         
John Washington 
 

It has helped me to re-assess myself and to gain a new focus for my 
work in the Lord's vineyard. It was simply amazing! I feel renewed 
and refreshed.  Ebo Ofori-Quaah 
 

A big thank you to all the people who organised the 143 years 
celebration weekend.  What a wonderful time it was with good food, 
good fellowship and good timing of each session 
The service on Sunday with the band and other churches joining was  
really uplifting with a full church.  Margaret Olney 
 

It was an uplifting weekend with a friendly atmosphere.        
Rosemary Gregory 
 

It was an enjoyable and inspirational weekend.  Barbara Fenney 

A wonderful weekend.  The fellowship as we shared in the SWOT 
sessions was relaxed, open and honest.  The evening social brought 
us together in a way we don’t often share.  And Sunday – well, as a 
certain person on TV might say A-MA-ZING!  If you weren’t able to 
share in our 143rd Anniversary, just ask someone who was there, and 
you too will have gained from it.  Linda Pitts 

Lance and I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and found the whole 
event very thought provoking and inspiring.  Both days were Spirit-
filled and Saturday’s discussions were really good and hopefully 
showed us all that there are exciting challenges ahead.  It was great to 
have Graham and Tony working so well together and very special to 
hear so many memories of Mary Abbott. 
 

The hospitality and catering were superb and our heartfelt thanks to 
Maryan and Beryl in the kitchen, Linda and Richard on the piano and 
organ as well organizing the games in the evening, and to all that 
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were instrumental in organizing the whole event – thank you very 
much for all your efforts and hard work, it was much appreciated. 
 

Carole and Lance Mason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you to Carole for these photos of the social evening. 

8 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 
 

Thank you to all those who helped in any way to 
contribute to the seventy three shoe boxes that 
were filled on 31st October for the Operation 
Christmas Child appeal. 
 

The picture below shows the boxes and those who 
helped to pack the boxes.  Thanks is also due to others not able to be 
present on the night but who also contributed items for the boxes. 

 

Thank you  to Richard Luscombe for organising the evening and for 
taking the shoe boxes to Woburn Parish Church, the collection point 
for the shoe boxes in this area.  In addition, Richard was able take to 
Woburn other items, including many knitted items, that were left 
over after all our boxes had been filled.  A service of dedication was 
held at Woburn on 20th November, after which all the boxes are 
checked, sealed and loaded into cartons ready to travel to their 
destination.  We don’t yet know where the shoeboxes will be going 
this year. 
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To All Knitters and those who donate so much to this 
worthy cause. 
 

Thank you all so much for your generosity in giving time and goods 
to the Shoe Boxes.  Our evening was full of fun and I am sure, like 
me, as you were finding items for the boxes you had someone in your 
mind who would enjoy opening their boxes.  We have so much and 
take so much for granted that it is hard to imagine Christmas without 
a gift. 
Thanks so much. 

I have received a letter from Ros Kennedy in Woburn thanking us for 
all the donations.  I will have it put on the noticeboard for all to 
read. (You can also read the letter below.)  She was saying that over 
the last 10 years Woburn has sent over 50,000 shoe boxes.  
 

Well done everyone involved in any way. 
 

      Sheila Smith 
Dear Sheila, 
I just wanted to thank you and all your knitting group for all the 
wonderful knitted items you have produced!  Richard Luscombe 
brought over to Woburn all the shoe boxes and bags and bags of 
lovely items you have knitted.  They are all some really lovely things 
to put in the children’s shoe boxes. 
 

Last year we sent of 6000 shoe boxes to children that would not get 
presents otherwise.  Over the last 10 years Woburn has sent over 
50,000 shoe boxes filled with presents.  It is such a lovely project to 
be involved in.  Thank you so much for helping.  Please pass on this 
thanks also to all the other ladies involved.  I know you co-ordinate a 
large group. 
 
Do join us for our ‘Shoe Box Sunday Service’ at Woburn Church on 
Sunday 20th November at 10 am if free. 
      Ros Kennedy 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Open House 
My favourite Radio station is Radio 4 and a few years ago I 
heard the Christmas appeal for St Martin in the Fields on 
the radio and have supported it ever since. If you come to 
my open house (see invitation below) any donation you 
make will go to this amazing charity - so please come and 
have some festive food and fellowship whilst helping others 
who have fallen on bad times. 

You are invited to an open house at  
5, Beaumont Road on Wednesday 21st December  

at  
10 – 12 a.m. or 2 – 4p.m.  

 

Refreshments will be available  
All donations will be going to  

St. Martin in the Fields Christmas appeal 
 

What is the BBC Radio 4 Christmas Appeal? 

For over 88 years BBC Radio 4 listeners have supported the work of 
St Martin-in-the-Fields in Trafalgar Square, generously giving over 
£4 million in the last two years. The money helps homeless people 
who receive shelter, food, specialist support and advice at The 
Connection at St Martin’s and it maintains a special Vicar’s Relief 
Fund which makes thousands of one off grants to vulnerable people 
across the UK. 
 
It started in 1924 when the then vicar of St Martin’s, Dick Sheppard, 
was preaching at a service broadcast on the BBC. He asked the 
listeners from around the world to mark the holiday season by 
sending in a donation to support those in need. The result was 
phenomenal, and sparked a partnership with the BBC that has been 
instrumental since 1927 in helping thousands of people in need 
across the UK every year. 
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The Vicars Relief Fund…. 
…aims to support people across the UK who are at risk of being 
made homeless, are currently homeless or vulnerable and trying to 
establish or maintain a tenancy. 
 
The Fund does not provide grants directly to individuals. It only 
accepts applications from Support Workers employed by agencies 
such as local authority social services, housing associations, Citizens 
Advice Bureaux, and other statutory and voluntary organisations. 
 
The average grant is around £200, though the amount will vary 
depending on each person’s circumstances, with £250 being the 
maximum grant. The VRF makes grants within two working days of 
receiving a request. The grants frequently help people who have 
rental arrears, preventing someone from being evicted and made 
homeless, while also helping people in temporary accommodation 
cover the cost of a deposit for a permanent home. The VRF also 
makes grants for items such as beds and other household goods such 
as cookers and fridges for when someone moves into an empty 
property. 
 
To find out more visit charity.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/grants 
 

Hope to see you on the 21st December. 

Maryan 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Christmas Tree Dressing 
 

Saturday 3rd December 4.00 pm  Christmas Tree Dressing 
Groups have been asked to make some decorations for the Christmas 
Tree.  The decorations will be placed on the Christmas tree and there 
will be Carol Singing and refreshments. The Christmas lights outside 
the church will also be switched on. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Coffee and Tea Rota 
If you would be willing to be on a rota to serve coffee and tea after 
the service on Sunday mornings please speak to Janet Watts or add 
your name on the notice in the kitchen. 



13 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Leaflet 
December 2016 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Come and Worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

James Montgomery 
Singing the Faith 190 
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Prayer Suggestions for December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
3 days beginning 1st December - Advent 
Thursday Pray that we will have a new sense of joy as we  
  prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
Friday  Pray that we will remember why Jesus came as we  
  become busier preparing for Christmas. 
Saturday Pray that we may use opportunities to show the love 
  of Jesus to those around us during this time. 
 

Week beginning 4th December - Advent hope  
Sunday Thank God that the hope that he gives is an assurance 
  of eternal life. 
Monday Thank God that we have that hope if we trust in Jesus. 
Tuesday Thank God that our hope can be renewed day by day. 
Wednesday Pray for those who have no hope. 
Thursday Pray that those who do not have hope will turn to God 
  and experience a new hope in their lives. 
Friday  Pray that those who are facing bleakness and despair 
  will have an experience of hope through the kindness 
  of others.     
Saturday Thank God that we know the hope God gives. 
 

 

Jesus is the heart of Christmas, 
find his peace on busy days. 
May the messages of Advent 

guide us through the Christmas maze. 
Jesus is the heart of Christmas, 

sing each carol in his praise. 
 

Marguerite Kendrick 
Singing the Faith 207 verse 4 
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Week beginning 11th December - Waiting 
Sunday As we wait to celebrate Jesus’ birth pray that we will 
  wait in expectation of a blessed time. 
Monday Pray for those who do not have an expectation of  
  blessings this Christmas. 
Tuesday Pray for children as they wait impatiently for  
  Christmas to come. 
Wednesday Pray for children who cannot look forward to a happy 
  Christmas for whatever reason. 
Thursday Pray for pregnant women waiting for a birth. 
Friday  Pray for those waiting for news that will affect their  
  future. 
Saturday Pray that we may find time to spend each day to  
  contemplate God’s love in Jesus. 
 

Week beginning 18th December - Peace 
Sunday As we approach Christmas thank God that Jesus,  
  the Prince of Peace, came into the world. 
Monday Thank God that Jesus promised peace to his disciples. 
Tuesday We pray that God’s peace will bring peace of mind to 
  those whose lives are in a turmoil. 
Wednesday Pray that God will help us to be peacemakers. 
Thursday Pray for peace around the world. 
Friday  Pray for peace in the Holy Land. 
Saturday Thank God for those who work for peace. 
 

Week beginning 25th December - Christmas Joy and End of Year 
Sunday ‘Joy to the world, the Lord is come!’  Rejoice! 
Monday Praise God that his plan of salvation led to Jesus  
  coming into the world.  
Tuesday Thank God that Jesus came as a baby in humble  
  surroundings showing that he came for all people,  
  whatever their situation. 
Wednesday Thank God that the joy of Christmas is a lasting joy. 
Thursday Thank God for all his blessings throughout this year. 
Friday  Pray for those for whom this has been a difficult year. 
Saturday Thank God for leading us through another year. 
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Services in December 
Please remember in your prayers those leading our worship this 
month, especially during the week prior to the service.    
 

  4th December 10.30 am  Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights 
      Holy Communion   
     4.00 pm  Circuit Advent Service at  
      Trinity, Biggleswade 
     followed by refreshments and 
       Circuit Youth Service 6.00 pm 
 

11th December 10.30 am S Club Nativity Service 
     6.00 pm Rev. Charlie Connor 
      Holy Communion 
 

18th December 10.30 am   Nine Lessons and Carols    
       6.30 pm       Carol Service at Ampthill 
 

24th December 11.15 pm Rev. Kath Pawlett  
      Holy Communion 
       

25th December 10.30 am         Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights   
    6.00 pm No service 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 

 
Messy Christmas:  24th December 12 noon to 1.30 pm                    

All families welcome. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Donations welcome to cover costs. 
Contact Rev. Graham Claydon-Knights for further details. 

 
 

Next Month: 
Monday 23rd January 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Christmas Greetings 
2016 

 
 

 
 

May the Spirit of Christmas bring you peace, 
The Gladness of Christmas give you hope,  
The Warmth of Christmas grant you love. 

   Anon 
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Best wishes for good health 
and happiness for 
Christmas and the           

New Year 
From Rosemary and Mick 

Jesus is the heart of 
Christmas, welcome him 

with love and praise.      
(StF 207)         

Love Peter and Margaret 
 

 

Wishing you peace and 
happiness.  God Bless. 

From Barbara Fenney 

 

A joyful and love filled 
Christmas to all at FMC. 

 

Janet and John 
 

 

Celebrate Jesus’ birth and 
may his light shine 
through your lives! 

 

Jane and Graham 

 

Greetings to everyone and 
may God’s blessing be with 

you in the New Year. 
 

Margaret Olney 
 

 
 

Best wishes for a          
happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year. 
 

David and Ann 

 

God’s peace and love for 
you this Christmas and the 

coming year. 
 

The Foley family 
 

 
 

 

Wishing you peace and joy 
this Christmas time and in 

the New Year. 
 

Love John and Sue 

 

Wishing good health        
and peace this Christmas    
to all the Church family. 

 

Ann and Michael 
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Wishing you all peace,     
joy and happiness               

at Christmas and in the 
New Year. 

 

Roger, Beryl and Simon 

 

Wishing our church family 
a joyful and blessed 

Christmas and New Year. 
 

Jonathan, Melisha and 
Danielle 

 

Christmas Greetings to all 
for a peaceful and happy 

time with family or 
friends. 

Linda Pitts 

 

 
 

Merry Christmas! 
May God bless you all  

and keep you in his love 
and care. 

 

Carole and Lance Mason 
 

 

Christmas Greetings           
to all our friends and their 

families at Flitwick 
Methodist Church. 

Maryan and David 
Pateman 

 

Wishing everyone a 
blessed and peaceful 

Christmas. 
 

Love Angela, Chris and 
Matthew Brydon  

 

Christmas Blessings          
to you all.  Wishing you            

good health and happiness 
through 2017 

 

Ivan and Sheila 

 

Wishing everyone a  
Merry Christmas and a 

New Year full of love, good 
health and the Lord’s 

grace. 
 

Sabina and Ebo 
 

 

May God’s gifts of joy,  
peace and hope be yours 

this Christmas time.  
 

Janet W 
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Thank you to all those sending a Christmas 
greeting in this card.  A total of £210 was raised 
for the Prebend Day Centre. 
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Prebend Day Centre 
 

The Prebend Day Centre have sent a thank you letter for our harvest 
gifts which was pinned on the notice board. 

We will be supporting the Prebend Day Centre with our Christmas 
offerings on Christmas Eve, the loose collections from the S Club 
Nativity service and the Christmas Day service, as well as the 
donations for your greetings in the newsletter. 

Your donations to the Prebend Day Centre for the Christmas 
Greetings Card in the newsletter amounted to £210.  Thank you very 
much to those who supported this way of sending greetings to 
everyone. 

At Christmas time the Centre has a C.R.I.B. (Christmas Relief in 
Bedford) Appeal.  This year the target they are aiming for is £40,000.  

Here are some facts and figures from the Prebend Day Centre: 
 

In 2015-2016: 
Average daily attendance  67 
Average number of individuals supported monthly    207 
Total number of individuals supported      682  
 

From April to September 2016: 
Average daily attendance 55 
Average  number of individuals supported monthly      209 
Total number of individuals supported     430 
These numbers are expected to increase during the winter months. 
 

“In 2015, Bedford Borough reported the eighth highest amount of 
individuals rough sleeping (51 individuals) in all UK local authorities 
per capita; an increase of 104% in the amount of rough sleepers in 
Bedford Borough compared to 2014.”* 
* Department of Commuinities and Local Government, Rough 
Sleeping, 25th February 2016. 
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1st Flitwick Boys’ Brigade 
There were a number of highlights from 
November for BB. 
 

Firstly taking part in the special Tommy's 
Footprints Parade in Ampthill on Remembrance 
Sunday. The parade started at the Duke of 
Bedford’s War memorial in the Park and then 
marched down the hollow that the soldiers 
leaving Ampthill Camp 100 year before would 

have marched down. We marched past the 707 sets of footprints one 
for every soldier trained at the camp that lost their life as a result of 
the First World War. The parade then continued to the cenotaph at 
the end of the Alameda in Ampthill where there was a short service 
and wreaths were laid. The boys have been learning about the 
Tommy's Footprints project as part of their WWI Centenary award – 
and the first batch of these will be presented at our December 
Presentations.  
 

Another highlight was the fact that just the following Sunday 7 boys 
turned out once again for the Church Anniversary Parade Service at 
the church and what a service! As we lined the boys up to be 
dismissed in the back room I said I hoped they would all have learned 
something from the service – The first response I got was “Not to 
throw your dads keys down the drain”. 
 

We had a new Junior Boy come along in November and all being 
well he will be enrolled at the December presentations. And I have 
also taken an enquiry about another Anchor Boy – so the Company is 
growing steadily. Also I had a parent stay on and help one week 
when we were short with Anchor Boys and she has agreed to be 
signed up as a helper to step in when required 
 

One thing that was mentioned at the “Looking Forward Day” was 
that we need to pray more.  So I will try and include a few BB related 
Prayer points in the newsletter each month. 
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For this month, please pray that the leaders will find the time and 
energy to plan a programme of activities that will inspire the boys, 
and that we can get across the true meaning of Christmas to our BB 
families 
 

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas season from all at Flitwick BB. 
 

God Bless 
      Angela Brydon 
      Company Captain 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Sponsored Walk 
 

Many thanks to all who sponsored me for the walk to raise funds for 
the Royal British Legion on Saturday 15th October. 

It was with good camaraderie that we started out just after 7 pm and 
walked 3.68 miles in 1 hour 45 minutes.  It poured with rain for half 
an hour and was muddy, although the terrain was fairly easy most of 
the way.  We took one wrong turn but soon corrected ourselves 
within about ten minutes. 

All was well organised by the Lions Club with a first aider in each of 
the four groups with people checking all was OK at a couple of 
places.  There were nine of us in the Legion group and we were 
second to finish – not that it was competitive. 

We heard a couple of owls twit twooing with some of our group 
attempting to answer them. 

When we arrived back we were welcomed with soup, rolls, tea, 
coffee and cake.  We all received a medal and had a group 
photograph taken.  I was able to raise £265 and many were able to 
gift aid their donation, which should add a further £66.25, making a 
total of £331.25 
      Ann Sharp 
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Action for Children Carol Singing 
 

As you will know, for many years we have sung carols outside Tesco 
in few days before Christmas in aid of Action for Children.  We are 
hoping to do so again this year but at the time of writing we have not 
received a reply to our request for permission to sing.  A date will be 
notified when permission is received. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Churches Together Carol Singing 
 

Sunday 18th December at Ampthill Park  
Meet outside Ampthill Park Hub 

2 pm to 2.30 pm 
Everyone welcome. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Open the Book 
 

Following the meeting about Open the Book, Churches Together are 
planning to go into two Lower Schools in Flitwick starting in January 
on Wednesday mornings at 9.10 am for a 15 minutes assembly.  

Volunteers are needed and there are many ways you could help –  
e.g. reading, acting with the help of a script (no words to learn), 
making artefacts and costumes, providing space where props can be 
stored.  

There is no heavy or long term commitment – you just help as often 
as you are able.  Please speak to Linda, who attended the planning 
meeting, if you would like further information.  

Please pray for this venture whether or not you are able to be 
personally involved.   

We never know the seeds we are sowing when we ‘open the book’ to 
children.  
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Our Holiday in Canada 
 

We spent a wonderful month in Canada cruising the St Lawrence 
river.  Our weather was brilliant, only a few days of dismal 
weather.  I wouldn't say that September was the best time to cross the 
Atlantic as it was a bit rough and our ship was not a large vessel.  We 
often talk of coincidences and ours was the first lady I spoke to came 
from Flitwick, not someone I know but do now. 
 

Canadian people, especially those in the small Islands we visited are 
the most generous, friendly, helpful people I have ever met.   
 

When we were in Quebec there was an all day cycle race, lots of 
steep hills and lots of excitement.  We were given bells and every 
time the cyclists came round everyone rang their bell.  The place was 
buzzing. 
 

We visited lots of museums and churches, all very interesting and the 
churches so peaceful.  One place we visited called Saguenay was 
quite small but we were greeted by many of the people from the town 
dressed in traditional costume and offering us flags, blueberry juice, 
blueberry pie and toffee on a stick and as we were leaving we were 
given some very nice chocolate. 
 

There was quite a Scottish influence and we were treated to the 
bagpipes. 
 

Everywhere we went there was always something to remember those 
who gave their lives in the wars and it usually said "We thank you for 
your sacrifice" which I really liked better than "Lest we forget". 
 

It was a long time to be away but we both really enjoyed it. 
 

       Sheila Smith 
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Clophill News 
 

Tea and Chat 
Every Wednesday 10.30 am to 12 noon 

 

Christmas Market 
Saturday 3rd December  12 noon to 4.00 pm 

 

Various Stalls.  Refreshments 
Free entry 

Father Christmas arrives at 2.00 pm 
 

Messy Church 
Saturday 17th December 4 pm to 6 pm 

All age activities, worship and a meal for all the family. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Contact  07920568861 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
[[The Upper Room 

 

at Ampthill Methodist Church on alternate Thursdays 
Date in December – 8th  

Coffee or tea and cakes from 10.00 am. 
 

Light lunches from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm. 
 

Proceeds after expenses for local charities. 
 

All are welcome. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Circuit Prayer Meetings 
 

You will be welcome at the Circuit Prayer Meetings on 
Monday 12th December at 4.15 pm at Putnoe Heights on and 

Monday 19th December at 10.30 am at Willingon.  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Shefford Methodist Church 
Raising the Roof 

 
 

Coffee Morning 
 
 

Saturday 3rd December 
10.00 am – 12 noon 

 

In aid of the “Raising the Roof” appeal for the Church Hall 
 

You are invited to enjoy coffee, tea, cakes and a chat. 
[[  
 

There will also be a raffle, bric a brac, and other stalls. 
 

Tea Towels and Calico Bags available at £5 each. 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
You are invited to attend a                   
Free Church Service in the  
Lady Chapel on the date 
mentioned below: 
 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 7th December 2016 at 11a.m. 
Preacher: The Reverend Dr. David Chapman 
     Chair of Beds, Essex and Herts Methodist District. 

• The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch. 
 
 

The Festival of Lessons & Carols 2016 
Sung by the Cathedral Choir. 
Wednesday  21st December at 7p.m.    
Thursday 22nd December at 7p.m.    
 

To book for the festival services contact: Reverend Peter Hudson.  
Email: peter.hudson@uwclub.net   Telephone:  01727 812076                       

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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News from Paraguay 

15th October 2016 
I see that you have had some autumn. Here the spring rains have 
arrived in style. A few nights ago there was a really big storm with 
loads of wind, thunder, lightning and even some hail. Quite a storm I 
hear and everyone was amazed I knew nothing about it until the next 
day. It was one of those damaging storms - afterwards electric, water 
and phones were off for a day and the internet off for three. There 
was another storm last night - but that just bought more rain and it is 
still looking very cloudy outside. 
 

With all this rain things are looking greener and the grass is 
beginning to come back and all the trees, apart from the little pine 
trees which just burnt into flames, have come back to life. 
 

17th October 2016 
It is hot and sunny at the moment. In fact rather hot as they said on 
the radio it would be 38 today, with the promise of another thunder 
storm for tonight. So a good time to be stuck indoors with the 
computer. 
 

I am indeed a busy student person at the moment. The third week of 
my writing course and today I have started one on archaeology as 
well. The idea is to get as much done today and tomorrow so that the 
last few bits can be spread over the rest of the week. So to do that I 
had a couple of hours of writing and then an hour of archaeology this 
morning and plan for much the same this afternoon I have got the 
hang of how this online studying works and seem to be heading down 
the right lines as every time I get to the bottom of a section and leave 
my comments about it when I go back up to the top I find a collection 
of likes for things I have written and several comments to reply to 
before I can carry on. This week's writing is about editing and that 
has been very helpful already. 
 

I went round to see Emilica and Evangelina over the weekend and 
Evangelina knows she will get entertained when I am around. In fact 
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whilst Emilica went off to hang up a huge pile of washing she came 
back to find Evangelina having a great time dancing in the sink! 
 

I am thinking about coming over sometime next year, if I do it will be 
during the summer. In the meantime I will watch what the pound 
does to find the best bargain flights. 
 

24th October 2016 
Would you be at all surprised to hear that it is hot and sunny here and 
has been for a while?? 
 

I was up early this morning to carry on with my studying. Again this 
week it is both writing and archaeology. First though I found I had a 
dozen things to reply to since I last checked a couple of days ago. So 
I spent the morning working on that and now have a little homework 
to do for the writing course before I carry on this afternoon. 
 

I went into Piribebuy on Saturday afternoon and couldn't not stop 
there on the way back as when I came round the corner Evangelina 
spotted me and ran out into the street to greet me.  Emilica was a 
little bit sneaky using me there as a chance to pop to the shops with 
her mum. So I was left to look after Evangelina and Jazmin. We had 
a couple of hours playing. When Emilica got back and asked how she 
had been I was able to say that she had been really good all 
afternoon. 
 

I had an interesting encounter in Piribebuy. The lad on the check out 
saw my England wallet and said - "I am of English descent". He 
showed me his name tag and it did indeed say Juan Grey. I asked him 
how long his family had been there and he said it was a very long 
time but that he had no idea what part of England they were from. 
 

I am investigating coming over next year to visit everyone. I think I 
will get Christmas over and then think about getting a visit organised. 
 

2nd November 2016 
My studies are doing well. This week's project was to write a short 
story which was then randomly given to other people to review. I 
have reviewed a couple and had one review of mine back already, 
which was very positive asking to read more. 
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Last night there was another very big storm. It had been forecast so I 
knew a storm was coming. So at 10 o'clock when the wind started 
and the lights went out I guessed it was time for bed. Before I fell to 
sleep I heard some very heavy rain and a strong wind. By the 
morning the rain had stopped and although it was still very cloudy it 
was a little brighter by mid afternoon. However when I got up I 
found that there was no electricity, no water, no phones, nothing!  So 
the power must have been off over quite a large area. It remained that 
way all morning, so it was a cold lunch for me, and then about 2 pm 
the electricity and phones came back on and I expect by late 
afternoon the water will be back once it has worked its way down the 
pipes. 
 

4th November 2016 
When I went over to visit Ramona this afternoon I guessed something 
was about to happen as all the chairs had been collected together 
outside. It turned out that the idol from the little chapel by the school 
was doing a little tour and there would be a mass there. When the 
procession arrived first of all there were all the Hail Mary's. It was 
quite amusing because half way through a phone went off and the 
lady who was talking then stopped to have a chat while everyone 
tried very hard not to start laughing. After the phone call she carried 
on from where she had left off. Then there was the usual hanging 
around before the mass. That was just a little one without the bread 
and wine as the chap reading was not a priest but someone in jeans 
and a t-shirt! 
 

Another little amusing bit for you happened to me on my way back 
from Paraguari yesterday when I stopped off to say hello. Evangelina 
as normal was in front of the house and then I carried on home with 
my shopping. I did not see - but when I went back round in the 
afternoon Emilica's mum told me that once I had gone Evangelina 
had escaped and run half way down the track chasing after me before 
they caught up with her. 
 

13th November 2016 
No frosty cold here - only hot and sunny. 
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My book studying continues to progress. It has been a lot of help on 
how things should be written and I find now that when I read a book I 
see how it is written and put together. Also I have been able to think 
more about my book and the more I learn the more it seems that what 
is currently the middle does not fit well with the rest of it. So I will 
carry on with the first draft with the story in its present form, then 
when I finish and start the edit and rewrite I think I will try to stitch 
the beginning and end together and save the middle bit for a possible 
second book. 
 

I must tell you about the bit of trouble I foolishly managed to cause 
myself with my bike yesterday. The chain had worn itself rather 
loose and needed tightening up and as I was not doing anything better 
yesterday afternoon and didn't fancy going to a garage for such a 
small thing I decided to do it myself. I was sure it couldn't be 
difficult..... However of course I am not a mechanic so I managed to 
snap the bolt I was trying to tighten up - the one that holds the chain 
taut. So then there was nothing for it - I had to go to one of the many 
motorcycle repair places. I went slightly carefully along the track as 
that bolt also helps hold the back wheel on! The wheel did not fall 
off, but by the time I reached the tarmac I had had to stop three times 
to put the chain back on. Luckily from there it was not far to the 
nearest garage and with the right tools they had it sorted out in a 
couple of minutes. Next time I think I will go to a garage before I 
start fiddling with things............... 
 

14th November 2016 
I have carried on with my studying today. This week the theme seems 
to be getting ideas about how to write from reading books - and as I 
read plenty of books I shouldn't have any problems with that. 
 

All was good this morning - I had done all my work on the computer 
and was just about to cook my lunch when the electricity went off. 
There seemed no good reason for it so I had a look at my wires and 
saw that one of them had fallen down. I suspect the recent strong 
winds had made it loose and then this morning's wind was enough to 
make it fall. So....I was the electrician rather than mess about trying 
to get someone to come and fix it. I got Alicia's Dad to hold my 
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ladder whilst I climbed up to the top of my telegraph pole with a bit 
of wire to tie it back on. With a bit of fiddling way up in the air I 
eventually got it re-attached and now have electricity again...... 
 

By the time this reaches your Newsletter you will be into December 
with, no doubt, all the Christmas activities well under way. Christmas 
is a much calmer experience here. I would like to wish everyone a 
very happy Christmas and a very peaceful and healthy New Year. 
 

Simon 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

The Newsletter 
As the end of another year approaches I would like to thank all those 
who have contributed regular or occasional articles and items for the 
newsletter throughout the year.  Thank you for supporting this way of 
sharing with all who read the newsletter.  It is only through your 
contributions that the newsletters can be varied and interesting, so 
please keep them coming. 

Even if you have never contributed anything for the newsletter so far 
why not make next year the year that YOUR name appears at the 
bottom of an article. It would be lovely to have some new 
contributors. Why not tell us something about yourself, for example 
your early life, your hobbies, your job, or what you used to do if you 
have retired?  There are so many interesting things you could tell us 
and it would help us all to get to know each other better.  

I know the period of Advent is a busy time for many of you but 
please let me have your items for the January newsletter by Sunday 
25th December at the latest.  Thank you very much. 

Janet Watts  telephone: 717492   email: janetwatts14@btinternet.com 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 


