filled that gap by concentrating my ministry in Biggleswade – and
though that might not have been an ideal solution, it’s an example of
how useful it can be to have some extra ministry resources in the
Circuit.
But we also have to be realistic about the fundamental question: “How
many Ministers does a Circuit need?” Just as the National Health
Service can always make use of more human resources, so it is with
Circuit ministry. Several critical factors have to be taken into account.
Firstly, how many paid and housed Ministers can the people in the
Circuit sustain? A quick glance at Circuit balance sheets shows that the
maintenance of ministry is the major expense, and conversely the
number of Ministers is a key factor in any Circuit’s viability. Secondly,
how many Ministers and other active preachers are needed to sustain
regular worship? Given the popularity of the Sunday morning worship
slot, the number of congregations is also linked to the required number
of Ministers.
And that brings me to building. It’s true of almost every religion
everywhere that, as time goes by, local groups of worshippers
consolidate themselves into splendid physical structures. We all
appreciate our own chapels, and, when we travel, we see other and
sometimes very diverse places of worship. But going back to Paul, he
very clearly understands the Church to be followers of Jesus Christ –
the Church as the Body of Christ, made up of its individual members –
rather than buildings. This is perhaps not a surprising view from a tentmaker! But maybe it also reflects an important strategic message for us
as a Circuit over the next few years – how should we assure the future
of the Methodist Body of Christ in North Bedfordshire? – and might that
involve needing to take steps back from some of our buildings?
After this quarter we should be back to a full complement of Ministers –
and we look forward to welcoming Dalwyn and Silas to work within the
Circuit from September. Nevertheless because “we’re a travelling,
wandering race, we’re the People of God” (Singing the Faith 473) we
have to keep on asking God: “Where next?”

Peter Byass
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Details of Andrew's Dad's Thanksgiving Service
Thank you for all the love, care, prayers, support and sympathy
of friends around the Circuit and beyond following the sudden
and untimely death of my Dad, Bryan, on 28th March.
We will be holding a Thanksgiving Celebration of Dad's life
(including items by the Gresley Male Voice Choir, which Dad was
a member of). This will be at 7.00pm on Friday 18th May at
Christ Church, Hillside Road, Linton, Swadlincote, Derbyshire,
DE12 6RB.
All are welcome.

Rev Andrew Hollins

Rev Andrew Hollins has approval to be on sabbatical from 8th
May to 18th August 2018. Rev Caroline Weaver is the Acting
Superintendent Minister. The churches for which Andrew is
responsible have the necessary support. The Superintendent
Minister's PA has a dedicated mobile phone - 07522 928936 - for
this period, and will direct enquiries to the most appropriate
person in the Circuit. Please pray that Andrew will have a
refreshing and inspiring sabbatical.
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Trinity
Methodist Church
When we last wrote in 2013, we
were about to embark on the refurbishment of the rear school room,
having redeveloped and refurbished the main church and middle hall in
previous years. The project, OPENING DOORS for the COMMUNITY, is
now complete. We have renamed the hall FOOTPRINTS, and now it has
an entrance from the rear of the building - doors which, as one
congregation member noted, had not been open for over 50 years. The
hall has a coffee bar, efficient heating and a bright cheerful
atmosphere. Our Tuesday coffee mornings, run by a team of
volunteers, have been a great success in welcoming people who would
not otherwise have considered coming into the church. Through
friendships made during the coffee mornings, a craft group has been
set up, meeting monthly on a Wednesday afternoon and contributing to
the life of the church in so many ways.
At the same time, we are offering alternatives to traditional worship:
Café worship on the first Sunday morning each month and our informal
service at 6.00pm on the third. We have also started to have joint
Stewards’ meetings with Sandy and Beeston, working together to share
services and social events.
Messy Church started with small beginnings about six years ago. This
gives families an opportunity to have fun while enjoying activities with a
Christian theme, before sitting together to have lunch. The numbers
have grown steadily. We hope they take away the message which has
been portrayed through drama, song, DVDs and by using their creative
talents. Messy Church has its own Facebook page which spreads the
message still further. We are encouraged by the success of this group
in our church family.
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Our monthly Thursday lunches continue to thrive, although this year we
have been trying new ways of doing things.
As part of our outreach we support our local food bank, Preen, as well
as the Prebend Centre in Bedford, and since 2014 we have supported,
through our coffee mornings and other events, All We Can in Uganda
and India. In 2017 we became an All We Can Partner church and we
are currently supporting their work in Zimbabwe.
We are active members of Biggleswade Churches Together, who work
untiringly to forge relationships between the churches to make our
presence known in the town.
After over a year in planning Trinity also began a new ‘Open the Book’
partnership in September 2017. A small team visits Upper Caldecote
Lower School weekly during term time to act out and share Bible stories
with the children. We are fortunate to have church members who are
committed to reaching out to young people.
Our church premises are used by many other local groups: Mothers and
Toddlers, Cubs, Brownies, Guides, the Amici Singers, Biggleswade
Choral Society, Biggleswade History Society, a calligraphy group, BATS
theatrical group, exercise groups and others on an occasional basis.
As a church, we hope we have truly Opened our Doors, but we are
aware we must not sit back, so we continue to search for new ways to
share God’s love.
Two years ago, Rev Andrew Hollins moved to Bedford, and facing the
prospect of being without a Minister, we were fortunate to welcome
Rev Peter Byass and his wife Margaret, who have supported and
encouraged us until the Circuit was able to appoint a new full-time
Minister. We are now looking forward to welcoming Rev Dalwyn Attwell
as we continue to meet the challenge of expanding our outreach to
Biggleswade and the wider world.

Richard Pool
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Worship Leading at Willington
It was a lovely summer Sunday morning, and I had made the big mistake for a
fella - multitasking. I was acting both as a Worship Leader and Church
Steward. On that morning the service was being taken by a dear lady Local
Preacher. She launched into a prayer - "We thank you Lord for this church,
its Minister, organist, and the Steward who puts out a glass of water for the
preacher!” I then realised to my horror, that I had not put out a glass of
water. She then went on to announce the first song which had been planned
a week before my slip-up. "We will now sing ‘As the deer pants for the
water!’" (Singing the Faith 544). Ironically she had brought a two-litre bottle
of water, as a visual aid for the children!
This is of course the lighter side of worship leading. From Willington, Paul
Phipp and I attended one of the first Worship Leaders’ courses with the
Rev Brian Trudgian. Since then it has been amazing to see how the Holy
Spirit works. Time after time when leading worship the Minister or Local
Preacher and I have had the same ideas and thoughts. This has also
happened when I have led a "bring and share" service with our congregation.
Our congregation have always been so encouraging over the years, with
many showing their appreciation of worship leading after a service. It really
does make all the difference.
Recently I have been sharing YouTube worship videos at Willington. Some of
these don't have lyrics on them so I've learned how to add lyrics to video by
using Microsoft Movie Maker. To download a video from YouTube, I use an
MP4 converter which lets you place them in a file on "Documents" which can
then be transferred to Movie Maker. Once the video is in Movie Maker, the
words of the song are added using "Captions". You need a pocket calculator
as you need to check the time the caption is on screen before going to the
next scene. It takes about two hours to add lyrics to an average song. Then
all you have to worry about is that you have not made any spelling mistakes!
Also you can make up a video yourself: all you need is the music. Again these
can be put in a file using an MP3 converter. Once you have the music, then
add photos, then the lyrics. A sample of one of my videos can be found at
https://youtu.be/KiTDs9SF5iU.
This may seem a tad technical, but If anyone wants any advice on how do
these videos, please feel free to contact me: keithtommo@hotmail.com
As mentioned in an article in a previous Circuit magazine, we at Willington
have been blessed by the Lord in the provision of funds that allowed us to
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start and complete our renovation works in a time span no one would have
thought possible. With a fresh new interior, we had prayed that the Lord
would bless the church in growth, and it has started to happen. In the last
few months new people have started coming to Willington Methodist
Church, we've had a full immersion adult baptism and all this in our 150th
anniversary year. As a Worship Leader it is a joy to be part of our fellowship.
Please watch out for our 150 year anniversary events.
In 1972 I became a Christian through a message given by Keith Lilley and the
Good News Gospel Group from Willington at a youth club at London Road
Methodist Church.
Several members of this group will re-form to lead worship at our 150th
Anniversary meeting on Saturday 19th May. Belinda and Julie Moon are
coming home together with Julie's husband Neil Costello (who plays in Noel
Richards’ band) and another guest from Stuart Townend’s band. Let's
remember the Good News Group were the warm-up act for Cliff Richard's
visit to Kempston East in the late 1970s. 19th May 2018 will be an evening to
remember. Then on 9th June we have Pam Rhodes from BBC Songs of Praise
coming to us.
North Bedfordshire Circuit - please do join us.

Keith Tompkins
SUMMER

WORDSEARCH

All the words listed below can be
found in this edition of the Circuit
magazine. (Not to be completed
during sermons, long or short! )
ALIENS

TESTIMONY

COOKING

TENT

NOAH

BEACH

MESSY

CANINE

FAREWELL

WELCOME

CIRCUIT

MANIFESTO

HOLIDAY

SABBATICAL

CELEBRATION ORDINATION
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Canine

Partners

registered

is

charity

a
that

assists people with physical
disabilities

to

enjoy

a

greater independence and
quality of life through the provision of specially trained dogs.
Over the past 28 years the charity has provided more than 750
trained dogs to help disabled people.
More than 1.2 million people in the UK use a wheelchair, and a
significant number of those would benefit from a canine partner.
The dogs are trained to help with everyday tasks such as
opening and shutting doors, unloading the washing machine,
picking up dropped items, pressing buttons and switches and
getting help in an emergency. The charity aims to train dogs to
meet the needs of people with even the most complex
disabilities, including members of HM Armed Forces. Canine
Partners is working closely with the Forces charity Help for
Heroes, which has funded several partnerships for injured exservicemen and women.
These life-transforming dogs also provide psychological and
social benefits including increased independence, confidence
and self-esteem. A canine partner also brings companionship, a
sense of security and increases social interaction.
Canine Partners receives no government funding and relies
solely on public donations. There are many ways you can help,
including

becoming

a

volunteer

Puppy

Parent

in

the

Bedfordshire area. Our Puppy Parents help us train our puppies
from eight weeks old until they are 12-14 months old when they
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will be ready to start their advanced training at one of our
training centres.
We also recruit Foster Parents who look after the puppies when
our Puppy Parents cannot do this, whether for a few hours, a
day, a weekend or whilst we are on holiday. This is a lovely way
of sharing in the life of our amazing puppies.
Currently we have two Canine Partner
puppies being trained within our Circuit,
Roxy with Shelagh at Clapham and Ashen
with Stephanie at Priory. They are at church
most Sundays as part of their socialisation.

Canine

Partners

are happy to come
and do a talk about
their work, and possibly bring the
demonstration dogs to show you at
first-hand what they can do. This could
be at church or for other groups, such
as Boys’ Brigade or WI.

Above: Roxy (blonde) & Ashen (black)
Left: Ashen enjoying the snow
Please feel free to give Stephanie a ring on 07763 896464 if you
would like to know any more.

For further information visit

caninepartners.org.uk or phone 08456 580 480.

Stephanie Field
Registered Charity No. 803680 (England and Wales) and SC039050 (Scotland)
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Circuit Matters

by Janice Skerman

Dear Friends,
Congratulations to Rev Charlie Connor and Rev Lorna Valentine,
who have both been recommended for ordination by the District Policy
Committee.
Lorna’s and Charlie’s Testimony Service will be on Tuesday 19th June
at 7.00pm at Kempston East. This will be led by the Rev Dr David
Chapman, Chair of our District, and the preacher is Rev Dr Judith
Rossall from The Queen’s Foundation, where our Ministers are trained.
Charlie’s and Lorna’s Ordination Service will be on 1st July at
4.00pm at Barnby Gate Methodist Church, Newark.
A Circuit Farewell Service for Rev Graham Claydon-Knights will take
place at Ampthill on 8th July at 3.00pm. Thanks will also be offered to
Rebecca Caird, Monica Bergh, Rev Wendy Evans-Wood and Rev Prof
Peter Byass for all they have given to the Circuit. Three Local Preachers
in our Circuit have given 40 years of service. A long-service certificate
will be presented to Jim Ragless, along with acknowledgement of the
long service of Sylvia Maguire and Keith Jordan, who aren’t able to be
present. The service will be followed by refreshments.
After we have said all our goodbyes we will be having our Welcome
Service for our two new Ministers, Rev Silas Wood and his wife Sue,
and Rev Dalwyn Attwell and his partner Pete. This service will be at
Putnoe Heights on 2nd September at 4.00pm.
Finally, we have a couple of vacancies on the Circuit Stewards’ team.
If anyone feels called to be a Circuit Steward or would like to know
more about the role, then please get in contact with Michael Carr, who
is our Senior Steward. His details are in the front of the magazine.

Blessings
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Janice

---------------------------------------_dEPARTURES_:_gRAHAM_CLAYDON-KNIGHTS_---------------------------------------

"Billions of beautiful hearts"
The words are from "What About Us", a
song by American singer and songwriter P!nk
It's hard to believe that our five years here are nearly over.
As I write this we are beginning to think about packing and
moving this summer.

I have been stationed in the North

Herts Circuit, with pastoral responsibility for Arlesey, Stotfold,
Baldock and High Street Stevenage Methodist Churches. I am
excited to see what new things God has for us, but reluctant
to

leave

such

good

friends

and

colleagues

in

North

Bedfordshire.
I remember my reluctance to sign my form applying as a
candidate for ministry, back in 2009.

I'd written it out and

left it, unsigned and unposted, and went away on a
discernment weekend. That first evening away I knew in my
heart that I should have signed and posted it. Our text was
Psalm 95: 7-8 (ESV): "Today if you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts".

The safe place for my heart was, of

course, in God's hands.
Then in 2013, I remember my reluctance to write my
resignation letter at work, and not wanting to think about a
'leaving do'.

I think, looking back, that I was mostly just

afraid of starting work as a Methodist Minister.

I was in

denial. "If I don't leave, then I don't have to start."
I shouldn't have feared, of course.

God gave us such

supportive and godly friends in this place. Not quite "billions"
of beautiful hearts, but lots and lots of them.
13

North

Bedfordshire Methodists have shown us devoted Christian
lives and generous Christian grace.

I am personally very

thankful for the many that have encouraged my development
as a Minister, accompanied me through Ordination, and
nurtured me in the role that I was so scared to start. And we
are so grateful for the support shown to us as a family. And
we're sad to say goodbye as we follow God to the next step.
One thing I have learned is that God is continuing to call His
people, out of their "normal", out of their comfort zones,
beyond their fears, defying their reluctance. Psalm 95 was a
key part of God's divine kick to accept His calling: "Today, if
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts".

Keep on

listening, North Beds: He's got new things for you. Keep your
beautiful hearts in God’s hands. It's the safest place.

Graham

---------------------------------_dEPARTURES_:_WENDY_EVANS-WOOD_---------------------------------

Dear Friends,
I have been working as part-time Circuit Minister at Putnoe Heights
and I shall finish my contract in the summer. The magazine team
wondered if I would give a snapshot of my return to work as a Circuit
Minister. So - here goes The first thing to say is that it has been a joy to return to Circuit
ministry after a gap of many years. I previously had some contact with
our friends at Putnoe Heights during the past fifteen years and it has
been good to renew those friendships.
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I have enjoyed putting together the preaching plan which has included
alternate weeks for Anglican worship as well as providing space for
Local Preachers to come and lead worship more often than in the past.
This past year we have introduced 'Local Worship' to the congregation,
where some of our members were asked to lead the worship. I provided
resources and back-up for them. I think that those who have led the
worship have found it rewarding, and the congregation has appreciated
their efforts. Inevitably some of the congregation have found this style
of worship different and difficult, as they prefer the sermon being
delivered by an ordained Minister.
After the ending of the Partnership with St. Mark's Anglican Church it
has been a soul-searching time to find a fresh new way for us to be
'church'. I have likened it to a divorce, and we all know how difficult it
is to pick up life from a broken relationship. This has still to be finally
sorted and I ask that you will hold us all in your prayers as we continue
to live in God's graciousness, accepting one another's gifts and graces
and finding a way forward. We are a Community Church with our
building open to many hirers, and we trust that they find God's love and
compassion as they come into our building.
My ministry has not been totally at Putnoe Heights, although that has
been a major part of it. The Circuit accepted my offer because of
Putnoe but we are always 'Circuit' Ministers. To that end I have been
mostly working as the President for the Methodist Women in Britain
within the Circuit. We organise two services a year, as well as raising
money for the World Mission Fund and for various District projects, to
empower women in particular towards a fuller life of dignity, self-worth
and self-sufficiency to feed and school their families.
Although I have frequently found myself drowning in paperwork (I'm
not that interested in the computer!) I would like to thank the Circuit for
allowing me to join in the leadership once more. These past two years
have confirmed to me my call to ministry. As energy levels have
become less, I will be grateful to relinquish my formal ministry and
become a fully- paid up member of the 'Supernumerary Gang,' once
more free to preach around the Circuit.
Many blessings to you all, Wendy
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Circuit Mission Statement
We will follow the Holy
Spirit who is calling us to
LOVE

God with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength
one another, as Jesus loved His
followers
all others, even enemies, as God
does

and be DISCIPLES OF
JESUS

becoming like Christ
behaving like Christ
bringing others to meet and follow
Christ

working for GOD'S
KINGDOM

that God's will be done
in the Church, and on Earth
for all, as it is in Heaven…

Circuit Prayer
Bind us together, Lord,
in Love, Peace and Trust.
Build us together, Lord,
in Spirit, Faith and Truth.
Unite us,
so that together in your strength
and following your Holy Spirit,
we may work for your Kingdom
as disciples of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.
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PREACHERS UNABLE TO TAKE APPOINTMENTS
1960
1969
1991
1970
1966
1978
1956
1991
1961
1941
1978
1965
1954
1969
1957
1991

Mr Laurie Andrews
Mr David Bushman
Mr Alan Davis
Mr Keith Harding
Mr Chris Izzard
Mr Keith Jordan
Mr John Kirkup
Mr Maurice Langston
Mrs Pat Larman
Mr Bill Lavery
Mrs Sylvia Maguire
Mrs Vivian Martyn
Mrs Daphne Stiles
Mrs Silvia Thomas
Mr Archie Whitby
Mr Roger Wood

laurieandrews56@btinternet.com
dandd1999@aol.com
alaned163@gmail.com
chris.izzard12@gmail.com

01234 360319
01525 406126
01234 215057
01234 824253
01234 303188
01234 295056
01525 750237
01234 750113
01462 812427
01234 266359
01234 215530

silthom@aol.com

01525 403996
01234 267672
01234 348091

PREACHERS ON TRIAL

[ * indicates not available this quarter ]

Mrs Anne Foley
Mr Craig Gaffney
Ms Meredith Major
Mr Robert Minott *
Mrs Angie Woodcraft

anne@foleyzone.co.uk
gaffney_craig@hotmail.co.uk
meredith.major@yahoo.co.uk
robert.minott@britanniahotels.com
angiewoodcraft@ntlworld.com

01525 633316
07772 612469
07706 994883
07897 335566
01525 631966

jennycor@aol.com
susanlowe1965@yahoo.co.uk

01767 220623
01234 766968

PREACHERS ON NOTE
Mrs Jenny Endersby
Mrs Susan Lowe

ACTIVE WORSHIP LEADERS
Ampthill
Mrs Patsy Aston
Mrs Sheila Smith
Mrs Angie Woodcraft

theastonfamily@btinternet.com
ivan.sheila.smith@ntlworld.com
angiewoodcraft@ntlworld.com

01525 840976
01525 713010
01525 631966

Beeston
Mrs Sonia Butler
Mrs Mary Millar

sonia.butler@ntlworld.com
marymillar992@btinternet.com

01767 223657
01767 631420

Clophill
Miss Anne Cooper
Mrs Victoria Higgins

acoops21@btinternet.com
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk

01525 860614
07920 568861

Cranfield
Mrs Hayley Outridge
Mrs Pat Davies

ray.hayley@katdan.plus.com
patandbill@uwclub.net

01234 751336
01234 767993
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Kempston East
Mrs Rosemary Simms

stuart.simms@ntlworld.com

01234 766427

Mr Stuart Simms

stuart.simms@ntlworld.com

01234 766427

Mr Geoff Talbot

geofftal@btinternet.com

01234 854434

Mrs Barbara Tipping

01234 852101

Langford
Mrs Jenny Broadbridge

broadbridge42@icloud.com

Mr Lawrence Love

01462 701127
01462 700487

London Road
Mr John Caves

johncaves@btinternet.com

01234 831361

Mr Andrew Constant

constantandrew83@googlemail.com

01234 403135

noel@roary.plus.com

01234 262882

Miss Alison Baalham

alison.baalham@yahoo.co.uk

01234 930025

Ms Alison Harding

alisonharding@yahoo.co.uk

01234 343257

Mrs Lynne Gound

dennisandlynne1994@gmail.com

01234 267352

Mrs Marian Knights

marianeknights@gmail.com

01234 365322

Oakley
Mr Noel Evans
Park Road

Priory

Ms Carmen Rowe

01234 358333

Mrs Hazel Warner

01234 328559

Shefford
Mrs Mairi Perks

mairiperks@btopenworld.com

01525 860797

Mrs Elspeth Tierney

elspethtierney@hotmail.co.uk

01462 817199

elainesullivan13@gmail.com

01234 767057

bmapletoft@hotmail.com

01767 314925

Mr Paul Phipp

p.phipp747@btinternet.com

01234 838747

Mr Keith Tompkins

keithtommo@hotmail.com

01234 353100

Mr David Goodson

davidjgoodson@msn.com

01234 768222

Mrs Suzy Goodson

suzy@wright-connections.co.uk

01234 768222

Stewartby
Mrs Elaine Sullivan
Trinity
Mrs Tricia Mapletoft
Willington

Wootton
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CHURCH WORSHIP CONTACTS
Ampthill Mrs Debbie Bushman

dandd1999@aol.co.uk

01525 406126

Beeston Mrs Sonia Butler

sonia.butler@ntlworld.com

01767 223657

Bedford Hospital Mr Geoffrey Hutchings

01234 214745

Cardington Mr Brian Addington

b.addington@btinternet.com

01234 216080

Clapham Mrs Helen Gadsden

helen.gadsden1958@uwclub.net 01234 822486

Clophill Miss Anne Cooper

acoops21@btinternet.com

01525 860614

Cranfield Mrs Hayley Outridge

ray.hayley@katdan.plus.com

01234 751336

Flitwick Miss Janet Watts

janetwatts14@btinternet.com

01525 717492

Haynes Mr Mervyn Barden
Henlow Mrs Brenda Ballantine

01234 741467
theballantines@talktalk.net

01462 811806

East Mr Stuart Simms

stuart.simms@ntlworld.com

01234 766427

West Mrs Lynda Smith

phlj.smith@ntlworld.com

01234 306432

Langford Mrs Joan Rutt

joan.rutt@ntlworld.com

01462 700451

Lidlington Mrs Linda Bulled

linda.bulled1810@gmail.com

01525 402647

London Road Mr John Caves

johncaves@btinternet.com

01234 831361

Oakley Mrs Jeanette Letch

jenletch@hotmail.co.uk

01234 825204

Park Road Mrs Janice Skerman

janiceskerman@btinternet.com

01234 343247

Priory Mr Steve Gordon

stevegordon54@msn.com

01234 309254

Putnoe Heights Mrs Sue Allen

sue.allen7@ntlworld.com

01234 407264

Sandy Mr David Germany

david.germany@btinternet.com

01767 683498

Sharnbrook Mrs Marian Blyth

marian.blyth@btinternet.com

01234 781469

Shefford Mr Andy Williams

andy.inamajor@gmail.com

01462 816081

Kempston :

Stewartby Mrs Ann Johnson

01234 767940

Trinity Mrs Hazel Hitch

hazelhitch@talktalk.net

01767 318478

Upper Caldecote Mr Paul Cooper

paulcooper1948@hotmail.co.uk

01767 692734

Willington Mr Keith Lilley

keithlilley1944@gmail.com

01234 838667

Wilstead Mrs Sylvia Chesters

a.chesters1@ntlworld.com

01234 841376

Wixams Mr Adam May

adam.may@ukprayerteam.net

01234 308538

Wootton Mr David Goodson

davidjgoodson@msn.com

01234 768222

Please note these are only worship contacts;
please see the Circuit Directory for other contacts
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United Beach Missions:
Sharing the Good News of Jesus
What is UBM?
Last summer, 892 team members were involved in 83
missions at 37 different locations. Most of these missions take place on
beaches in the UK, but there are also Christian Answer teams, which work in
towns reaching out to tourists, International Student Outreach Teams, and
‘Avancer’ teams, who partner with churches in francophone Europe.
A typical beach mission day will begin with time for personal devotion,
followed by Bible teaching, planning, and prayer as a team. We run lively
programmes on the beach of games, quizzes, singing, competitions, Bible
stories and the teaching of Gospel truths. Specific family events are held in
the evening. But the real value of a beach mission is in the one-to-one
conversations that take place. It is exciting that in the relaxed setting of a
holiday, people are willing to sit and talk about the important issues of life, of

God, and about Jesus Christ. In 2017 at Bournemouth, a Chinese student
became a Christian and a few months later was baptised in the church where
she has been going since. In Ardmore, a lady in her 20s thought our joy was
something that was different from anything she'd seen before in religion; and
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in Canterbury, an older woman listened intently to the Gospel talks, spoke at
length with a team member, kept in touch after the mission and
subsequently trusted Christ as her Saviour. Many families keep in touch with
team members throughout the year and over the past two summers 1000
children applied to join Postal Bible Club, a correspondence course where
they learn about the Bible throughout the year.
Who can go?
Anyone who has trusted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and believes the
Bible to be the word of God, the final authority in all matters of faith and
conduct, is welcome to apply. Previous experience or special abilities are not
necessary. There is a place on a Beach Team no matter what your previous
experience has been. Age 15 to 115! The oldest team member last year was
82 years old. Team members must agree to UBM’s doctrinal position and
principles of operation and will need to give the name of a pastor or church
leader for a reference.
My experience
I am a music teacher who is a member of Wilstead Evangelical Church. I have
been involved in the work of UBM for 15 years now and have found it a
tremendous blessing. It has had a significant positive impact on my Christian
life and I am now preparing to move to Papua New Guinea as a volunteer
with New Tribes Mission. Being part of UBM has provided me with
wonderful fellowship with other Christians of different ages and
backgrounds, and a fantastic opportunity to grow in my own understanding
of the Bible’s message. I still remember key truths based on Romans, that I
learnt in the team times on my first ever mission at the age of 15.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
Please visit www.thebeachteam.org which is the
website to which we point the people we meet, or
www.ubm.org.uk to find out how you can
support the work.

Rebecca Noble
United Beach Mission Trust is a registered charity (no: 273912)
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HOLIDAY CLUBS
Cardington : Monday 13th August to Friday 17th August. For further
details, see our website www.howardmemorialchurch.org.uk
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Langford & Henlow : "Wacky Wednesday" on the Wednesday of
every half term. It takes place alternately in Langford and Henlow.
The next one will be at 2.00pm at Henlow on Wednesday 30th May.
Details from Joan Rutt - joan.rutt@ntlworld.com 01462 700451
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Priory : Food and Fun Club on Thursday 31st May, 11.30am - 1.30pm
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Willington : Holiday Club will be Tuesday 21st to Thursday 23rd
August, 10.30am - 12.30pm.
There will also be a family night on Friday 24th August.
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Aliens land in Kempston !!!!
Yes, it's true - the Starship Discovery landed at Kempston West
Church during the February half-term.
For four days, the Sunday Club turned the Church premises into
their own space experience, complete with rocket and galaxies.
The children learnt about Peter, the disciple: with games played on
the holo deck ; in the engineering department where chocolate
galaxies, star candles, flying rockets and flapping birds were
designed and made, and through the space adventures of the Watt
family complete with Fred the puppet, who was often very naughty!
The holiday club ended with a celebration on the Friday night where
families and friends gathered to find out which team had won - was it
the Astronauts or was it the Aliens?
After a very closely fought contest, in the end it was the Astronauts!!!
It was such a fun week, and thanks have to be expressed to
Susie Connor and her band of helpers for making half-term so much
fun. Look out for the next landing!!!

24

Children’s and Young People's Mission Stream
Do you believe that children and young people should be in
Church? Would they benefit from Church, as you benefit,
from being part of a worshipping Christian community? Do
you think that they're welcomed in Church? Is it relevant to
them? Can Church become relevant?
Many wonder whether they can answer "Yes," honestly, to
those questions. To improve this situation we need each
other, to help and encourage one another.
The Children's and Young People's Mission Stream is a varied
group of people from Circuit churches, whose common aim is
to see children and young people at the centre of the
worshipping life of churches. We are trying to encourage and
enable people in their dealings with children and young people.
We try to share our experience, skills and insight in this aim.
Why not join us? We meet quarterly at Willington Methodist
Church at 7.30pm on a Monday evening. The next meeting is
Monday 25th June. Thank you!

Free Training Day to help you consider what it means to be
an intergenerational church, share favourite resources, ideas
and stories, and explore how we are engaging / can engage
with the 3Generate Manifesto. Saturday 16th June. Led by
Gail Adcock (Family Ministry specialist) and Ann HowlettFoster and held at Chesterton Methodist Church, Cambridge.
To book your place, please visit
https://family-day-for-workers.eventbrite.co.uk
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Messy Church is part of The Bible Reading
Fellowship (BRF), which is registered as a
charity, number 233280 brf.org.uk
Messy Church enables people of all ages to
belong to Christ together through their local
church. It is a way of being church which is
particularly suited to families, but welcoming to all.
It usually consists of all-age craft activities, worship and a meal for all the
family. There is no fixed charge, but donations are welcome to cover costs.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Clophill : Monthly on Saturdays, 4.00pm - 6.00pm.
For further information please contact Victoria at
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk or on 07920 568 861
19th May
16th June
14th July
NO MESSY CHURCH IN AUGUST
15th September
20th October
17th November
15th December
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Flitwick : Monthly on Mondays, 3.30pm - 5.30pm ending with a meal
21st May
18th June
Saturday 21st July, 9.00am – 10.30am Messy Breakfast
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
London Road : Saturday 16th June, 11.00am – 1.00pm
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Oakley : Weekly on Thursdays, 10.00am in St Mary's Church during term
time.
Also “Messy Church for All” sessions in the Methodist Church,
3.30pm – 5.30pm. Third Tuesday each month:
15th May
19th June
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Trinity : 3rd Saturday of the month, 10.30am until after lunch –
approximately 12.30pm
19th May
: No Worries
16th June
: The Lost Son
21st July
: Wonderfully Made
18th August
: The Soldier’s Faith
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Willington : 3rd Wednesday of the month, 3.30pm – 5.30pm
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Wixams : 3rd Thursday of the month (except August),
3.30pm – 5.30pm in Lakeview Village Hall
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Wootton : Messy Church called Rock & Roll once a month on a Saturday at
3.00pm. It's not always held on the same Saturday of the month.
12th May

9th June

Mission Streams
CONTACT DETAILS FOR STREAMS
Strategic Leadership Group
Andrew Hollins
northbedssuper@gmail.com
Michael Carr
mcarr49@hotmail.com
Social Action
Marian Blyth
marian.blyth@btinternet.com
Discipleship and Evangelism
Rebecca Caird
cairdclan@ntlworld.com

01234 340167
01234 824504
01234 781469
01525 753689
07877 342640

Worship
Caroline Weaver
carolineweaver@live.co.uk
01234 767865
Gill Baalham
gill.baalham@methodist.org.uk
01234 930025
Mission Resources
Anne Foley
anne@foleyzone.co.uk
01525 633316
Children and Young People
Graham Claydon-Knights
01525 713468
graham.claydon-knights@methodist.org.uk
27

~ A Thank You from Margaret Fletcher ~
Through the pages of this magazine, of which Peter was so much a part
for many years, I would like to extend my thanks to everyone who
attended the cremation service in Bedford and the service of celebration
at Flitwick. I was completely overwhelmed when I saw the number of
people who had arrived at the crematorium. I opened the service to
anyone who wanted to attend, and not just family members, mainly
because we are a very small family, and I was concerned that the two
hymns that Peter had chosen would not be very easy to sing with a very
small number of people. I am so pleased I did this because it gave
many people the choice between the crematorium and the church, or
both.
I feel Peter has been taken from us far too early. He had so much more
to give spiritually, technically, and with his powerful singing voice.
Peter loved all the preparation work that went into preparing services,
and he enjoyed going round all the churches in the Circuit and meeting
the congregations.
Peter loved his singing and he would have been proud of the singing
both at the crematorium and at his service of celebration.
He loved all the technical side of things too. We at Flitwick have been
updating our technology and he would have so enjoyed working on this
project.
I now have a total for all the donations received for Noah and Sue
Ryder and it amounts to approximately £660. I say approximately
because I know several people who have made late donations. “Noah”
was the charity that Flitwick Singers supported last year (Peter was a
member of Flitwick Singers) and is a Luton based charity alleviating
poverty and bringing hope to the homeless and underprivileged people,
helping them find homes and getting people into educational schemes.
The Sue Ryder foundation was a great help to Peter and myself through
their home care palliative care scheme. Thank you so much for
supporting these two charities.

Margaret Fletcher
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BELIEF in Bedford
SPRING COURSE: Shaping the World Today
Wednesdays 8.00pm – 9.30pm at
St Andrew’s Church, Kimbolton Road, Bedford, MK40 2PF.
£5 per person, per session, payable on the day.
9th May : Religion & the Modern World
Rev Dr Nicholas Wood – Dean of Regent’s Park College, Oxford and Tutorial
Fellow in Religion and Culture; Director of the Oxford Centre for Christianity and
Culture; Director of Studies of the MTh in Applied Theology.
16th May : Extremism
Canon Peter Adams – Director, St Mary’s Centre for Peace and Reconciliation in
Luton; Consultant and trainer in intercultural relations and community relations.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Saturday 29th September : The Arts of Seeing and Believing
Art and its spiritual dimensions - led by Graham Sparkes
Beauty, beheld and unbeheld - led by Richard Kidd
This event will be held at St Andrew's Church Centre, Kimbolton Road, Bedford,
MK40 2PF from 10.00am to 1.00pm.
£10 per person (including refreshments) payable on the day
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
AUTUMN COURSE: Faith, Work and Christian Discipleship
Wednesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th, 31st October, 7th and 14th November
Course Tutor - Rev Dr John Weaver
This event will be held at St Andrew's Church Centre, Kimbolton Road, Bedford,
MK40 2PF from 7.30pm - 9.30pm.
£5 per person, per session, booking preferred please at
belief@stsandrewsbedford.org but not essential
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information and details of further events, please visit our
website www.beliefbeds.org or contact us, either by telephone 07821 796 457
or by email at belief@standrewsbedford.org
BELIEF is registered as a charity, number 1123911
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
The GDPR will come in to effect on 25th May replacing the current
Data Protection Act. Not all aspects of the new regulations have
been finalised and there is time after 25th May to implement all of
the requirements of the regulations.
The Data Controller is responsible for ensuring personal
identifiable data is managed properly. For the Methodist Church,
there are 2 Data Controllers, Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes (TMCP) for most data and the Connexional team for
safeguarding, disciplinary and complaints data.
People in the Circuit and churches are data processors and must
follow the policies and procedures of TMCP.
In exceptional circumstances local churches, Circuits and Districts
may need to register independently because their data
processing activities are not covered by TMCP’s registration. An
example of this would be if the Managing Trustees established a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation i.e. a separate legal entity.
However, Managing Trustees (i.e. Church Councils) should not
register separately without first speaking to TMCP.

We have set up a small working group to help with local
implementation:Stephanie Field, Circuit Administrator
Suzy Goodson, Circuit Finance Steward
Anne Foley, Circuit Steward.
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What do you need to do next?
1. All Church Council members (Trustees), Presbyters and
employees should watch/listen to the briefing video produced
by TMCP.
www.tmcp.org.uk/about/dataprotection/resources/videos#gdpr-video1
2. All churches should nominate a Data Champion to act as a
coordinator for activities to meet the requirements. Churches
in Mission Groups might like to buddy up and share a Data
Champion.
3. Once you have watched the video, you will find out about the
nine steps of implementation. You will also find out that we
are awaiting policy documents from TMCP. There is a consent
form template on the website but there is no need to rush into
sending this out.
http://www.tmcp.org.uk/about/data-protection
4. Churches should start data mapping - a form can be
downloaded from the website. This will help you think about
where you store personal identifiable information either
electronically or on paper. Think about people who have taken
on particular roles and where they store data, as well as those
who have stepped down from a role but may have data stored
on their computer or in their drawer.
5. Safely destroy (by shredding or deleting) any personal
identifiable information which you no longer need, e.g. old
holiday club registers.
We have planned a meeting on Tuesday 12th June at 7.30pm at
London Road Methodist Church for Data Champions to discuss
implementation and share learning. Bring along your data
mapping documents, so that we can discuss them and the next
steps.
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Dear Circuit family,
As this is the last article that Bek and I will be writing to you as the
Circuit young people’s workers, we would like to start by thanking you
for loving us and making us a part of your family over the years. We
have loved the ministry we’ve been privileged to be a part of and are
grateful to everyone, employed or otherwise, who has cared for us and
encouraged us on our journey with the young people and families in
our community.
We have seen many projects begin and end, created new things
together with you and cried over difficult situations together. We have
walked alongside young people and seen many of them grow up into
wonderful adults. We are very excited to see where God is taking this
work and pray that the next part of the journey for our community will
be filled with creativity and new life.
Circuit Support Team
As a parting thought, we wanted to share one of our recent areas of
growth that we are excited about, and hope that it may continue and
flourish long into the future…
At a recent Messy Church, Bek and I looked around at all our helpers
and realised that we had volunteers helping us not only from that
particular church, but from three other churches (and not necessarily
from the same area) as well. That got us thinking about the many
projects we are involved with where volunteers are helping us not
because they are a part of that community, but because we have got
to know each other and they are offering their gifts, time and talents to
the Circuit rather than just to their own churches.
We believe that our Circuit will grow and become more connected as
people share their abilities and passions further afield, so we have
come up with an idea that we like to call the ‘the share directory’. We
thought it might be good to put together a list of things that many
churches and their communities need help with, and then have people
offer their skills in those various areas to be called upon from time to
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time. So, if anyone thinks this is a great idea, we would love it if you
could contact us before the end of July and add your name to the list
with the gift/talent/skill/ability/knowledge that you are willing to share
from time to time. Some of the things we can think of off the top of our
heads are…
o Craft
o Cooking
o Physical labour (setting up/down, cleaning, fixing, etc)
o Counselling
o Mentoring
o Youth work
o Creative ideas
o Administration
o Anything else you think might be helpful
Let’s work together to build a thriving, connected and growing
community.
Much love and appreciation

Bek and Mon xxx

YOUTH DIARY DATES
For more details of Circuit Youth events, see the Circuit website
www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk and click NBM Youth

June
Sun 24th

6.00pm

Circuit End of Term Celebration Youth Service
at Kempston East

July
Mon 2nd

6.00pm

EQUIP Ecumenical Christians in Schools Group
at Bromham Baptist Church

Sun 8th

3.00pm

Circuit Farewell & Celebration Service at Ampthill

Sat 28th – Sun 29th

Naturally Supernatural residential [ times tbc ]

August
Sat 18th – Thurs 23rd

Soul Survivor residential [ times to be confirmed ]
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Circuit Diary Dates
FOR DETAILS OF OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT PLEASE
SEE THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Prayer Group : 4th Monday of the month at 10.30am at Willington
Circuit Men’s Lunch : 2nd Wednesday of the month, 12.15pm for 12.35pm at Priory
MAY
Wed 9th
8.00pm
BELIEF: Spring course (see page 29)
Thurs 10th from 9.00am
Ascension Day: Willington will be open for prayer,
7.30pm
ending with a bring-and-share supper & café-style service
Wed 16th
8.00pm
BELIEF: Spring course (see page 29)
Sat 19th
Willington 150th Anniversary celebration (see page 9)
Mon 21st
7.30pm
Circuit Stewards’ meeting at Priory
Tues 22nd
7.00pm
Strategic Leadership Group at the Circuit Office
JUNE
Mon 4th
7.30pm
Circuit Meeting at Flitwick
Sat 9th
Pam Rhodes at Willington (see page 9)
Tues 12th
7.30pm
GDPR Meeting at London Road (see page 31)
Sat 16th
Training Day in Cambridge (see page 25)
Tues 19th
6.00pm
Refreshments at Kempston East, followed by
7.00pm
Ordinands’ Testimony Service (see page 12)
Fri 22nd
6.45pm
CSS Refresher Module at Wilstead (for 7.00pm start)
JULY
Sun 1st
4.00pm
Ordination of Charlie Connor and Lorna Valentine
at Barnby Gate Methodist Church, Newark
Sun 8th
3.00pm
Circuit Farewell Service at Ampthill (see page 12)
Sat 14th
9.45am
CSS Foundation Module at Park Road (for 10.00am start)
Mon 16th
7.30pm
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting
at Ampthill (for 7.45pm start)
Tues 17th
7.30pm
Circuit Stewards’ meeting at Priory
Sun 29th
6.00pm
Circuit Healing Service at Trinity.
Prayer requests may either be sent by email to northbedshealingprayers@gmail.com
or by post to Rev Andrew Hollins : 4 Coles Close, Bedford, MK41 9TW
SEPTEMBER
Sun 2nd
4.30pm
Tea followed by …
6.00pm
Circuit Welcome Service for Rev Silas Wood and
Rev Dalwyn Attwell at Putnoe Heights
Thurs 13th
7.30pm
Circuit Meeting at Kempston West
Sat 15th
10.00am
Autumn District Synod in the West Herts & Borders Circuit
Sat 29th
10.00am
BELIEF: The Arts of Seeing and Believing (see page 29)
OCTOBER
Wed 3rd
7.30pm
BELIEF: Autumn Course: Faith, Work and Christian
- 9.30pm
Discipleship - 1st session (see page 29)
Tues 16th
7.15pm
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting at
London Road with Holy Communion (for 7.30pm start)
Wed 17th
6.45pm
CSS Refresher Module at Priory (for 7.00pm start)
NOVEMBER
Sat 17th
9.45am
CSS Foundation Module at Wilstead (for 10.00am start)
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Ministers in other appointments
Rev Chrissie Howe

howec@methodistchurch.org.uk

07799 902579

(Discipleship & Ministries Learning Network Officer - East of England Region)

Rev Cassandra Howes

cass.howes@beds.ac.uk

01234 793177

clive.larrett@sky.com

01462 814375

(University Chaplain)

Rev Clive Larrett
(Forces Chaplain)

Ecumenical, Authorised & Associate Ministers
Rev Keith Brown URC
Rev Sarah Burrow

revkjb@aol.com
sarahburrow1313@gmail.com

01234 831136
01234 352719

Anglican (Anjulita Court and Ladyslaude Court MHA Chaplain)

Rev Sam Cappleman

sam_cappleman@hotmail.com

01234 266952

Anglican (Authorised Minister - Putnoe Heights LEP)

Rev John Hardaker

minister@christchurchhitchin.org.uk

01462 646326

delia.ohalloran@sky.com

01234 772819

URC (Minister - Cardington)

Rev Delia O’Halloran

Congregational (Associate Minister - Anjulita Court and Ladyslaude Court MHA Chaplain)

Rev Canon Charles Royden

charlesroyden@gmail.com

07973 113861

Anglican (Authorised Minister - Putnoe Heights LEP)

Supernumerary Ministers
Rev Jeremy Arthern
Rev Richard Barrett
Rev David Bown
Rev Bill Davies
Rev Jim Gorringe
Rev Susan Howe
Rev Alan Kirk
Rev Kathryn Pawlett
Deacon Vera Pearson
Rev Brian Webb
Rev David Winwood

jeremyarthern@btinternet.com
01234 359166
richard.barrett2@homecall.co.uk
01767 312723
davidbown47@hotmail.co.uk
01234 589194
wjdavies@virgin.net
01234 210918
jimgorringe@icloud.com
01234 216352
c/o Rev Chrissie Howe (see top of page)
alankirk58@hotmail.com
01234 317699
kathpawlett@gmail.com
01234 918328
01234 270737
brianwebb5@sky.com
01234 302132
david.j.winwood@btinternet.com
01234 359930

Circuit Finance Officer
Mrs Anne Ainley

finance.nthbedsmeth@btconnect.com 01234 831174

Circuit Property Secretary
Mr Richard Ward

richard.ward4@btinternet.com

01234 852400

marymillar992@btinternet.com

01767 631420

Circuit Meeting Secretary
Mrs Mary Millar

Circuit Safeguarding Coordinator (Children and Vulnerable Adults)
Mr Ali Campbell

am.campbell@ntlworld.com

01234 290858

Circuit Safeguarding Administrator
Mrs Lynn Campbell

lynncampbell50@gmail.com

01234 290858

PA to the Superintendent Minister and Circuit Administrator
Mrs Stephanie Field

northbedscircuitoffice@gmail.com
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01234 831174

Churches should send their dates for the next Plan
(with details of preachers they have booked) to their Minister by
Sunday 10th June
Preachers should send their dates for the next Plan to
Mrs Stephanie Field (Circuit Administrator), Circuit Office,
Willington Methodist Church, Station Road, Willington, MK44 3QH
Telephone 01234 831174
or email the Circuit Office: northbedscircuitoffice@gmail.com
no later than Sunday 24th June
All Articles for the next edition of the Circuit Magazine to a
member of the editorial team
no later than Sunday 24th June please
Circuit office opening hours are:Wednesday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Visits at other times can be made by arrangement
Editorial Team:
Cheryl Benfield (Editor)
cheryl.benfield@ntlworld.com
John Caves
johncaves@btinternet.com
Shaun Endersby (Technical Editor) shaun@oddpost.com
Geoffrey Hutchings
( no email )
Jim Ragless
jamesr29@ntlworld.com
Janice Skerman
janiceskerman@btinternet.com

01234 851600
01234 831361
01767 220623
01234 214745
01462 812200
01234 343247

A meeting to discuss the content of the next issue will be on
Wednesday 16th May at 7.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME
(please contact an editorial team member to confirm location)
For the benefit of the blind or partially sighted,
this Circuit Magazine is also available on
Audio CD. If you know of someone who would
benefit from this FREE service, please contact
Amos Salisbury on 01234 855642
see also The Circuit website at www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Charity Registration No. 1129523
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