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March 25th at 6.00pm – Circuit Youth Service at Shefford



April 29th at 6.00pm – Circuit Healing Service at Kempston East

FROM THE EDITOR – TRIBUTE TO PETER FLETCHER
We on the editorial team, like the rest of the Circuit, were saddened by the
death of Peter Fletcher, and we would like to pay tribute to him as former
editor of this magazine. For some years Peter had been editor of the
Bedford South and Ampthill Circuit magazine, and even before he became
editor, had been using his computer skills to lay out the material to send to
the printers. When the new Circuit was formed in 2011, he continued in
the role, both making the case for the existence and importance of a
Circuit magazine, and working to introduce the many and various
churches, preachers and aspects of church and Circuit life through its
pages.
He was wholly committed to the work, very efficient and always wellprepared for our editorial team meetings. He managed to combine the
work of editor, much of which we did not see, with his other roles as a
preacher and a Circuit steward, as well as his family life and other
interests. How did he find the time? For one year, indeed, he continued
as editor having already taken up the role of Senior Circuit Steward.
We are grateful to him for having laid the foundations for the ‘new’ Circuit
magazine, and we endeavour to continue his work of ‘connecting’ the
Circuit through its pages.

Cheryl Benfield

Circuit Prayer
Bind us together, Lord,
in Love, Peace and Trust.
Build us together, Lord,
in Spirit, Faith and Truth.
Unite us,
so that together in your strength
and following your Holy Spirit,
we may work for your Kingdom
as disciples of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.
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Circuit Mission Statement
 God with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength
We will follow the Holy
 one another, as Jesus loved His
Spirit who is calling us to
followers
LOVE
 all others, even enemies, as God
does

and be DISCIPLES OF
JESUS

 becoming like Christ
 behaving like Christ
 bringing others to meet and follow
Christ

working for GOD'S
KINGDOM

 that God's will be done
 in the Church, and on Earth
 for all, as it is in Heaven…
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Sabbatical
Methodist Ministers are granted a three month sabbatical after
ten years of ministry, and every subsequent seventh year.
Rev Andrew Hollins has approval to be on sabbatical from 8th
May to 18th August 2018 (slightly longer than three months, due
to Andrew having been elected as a District representative to
the Methodist Conference, which meets from 28th June to 5th
July). A Sabbatical Support Group has been meeting regularly
with Andrew to assist with his plans, which include time spent on
pilgrimage in the footsteps of St Paul in Greece, a week of
worship and community life in Taizé, walking the Two Saints
Way (Chester to Lichfield), taking a retreat (possibly with the
Society of Mary and Martha), and doing some family history
research. Rev Caroline Weaver will become full-time for this
period so that she can be Acting Superintendent Minister. The
churches which Andrew is responsible for will be provided with
the necessary support. The Superintendent Minister's PA will
have a dedicated mobile phone - 07522 928936 - for this period,
and will direct enquiries to the most appropriate person in the
Circuit. Please pray that Andrew will have a refreshing and
inspiring sabbatical.
5

CIRCUIT ADMINISTRATION
I have been in the post of Circuit Administrator for seven months now - time
flies!!
I work at the Circuit Office at Willington Methodist Church most Wednesdays
between 9.00am and 1.00pm (often longer), and Anne Ainley, our Finance
Officer is there on a Wednesday too. We are very happy to have visitors, so
please feel free to pop in and we will put the kettle on.
Thank you to those of you who have popped in and helped out with things
like the Plan. If anyone has any spare time and would like to come into the
Office occasionally to help out, we would love to hear from you.
I am switching over to a new email address:northbedscircuitoffice@gmail.com, and as from 1st April I will no longer
have the old BT email address, so please start using this one.

Stephanie Field

THE CHALLENGE OF CHAPLAINCY
When asked if I would write an article for the Circuit Magazine, I did a lot
of head-scratching. Writing has always been a challenge to me – and
this gave me an idea!
First, let me tell you a little about myself. I was ordained as a
Congregational Minister 28 years ago. Throughout the process of
answering God’s call and attending Theological College, I had no doubt
that God had called me to His ministry, but I could not see myself in
“parish” ministry. 15 years ago while serving as Minister at Clarendon
Park Congregational Church in Leicester, I was “head-hunted” by LOROS
(the hospice which serves Leicestershire & Rutland) to become their
full-time Chaplain. What a challenge!
Challenge? Oh yes, and one of mega proportions. I was commissioned to
return the Chaplaincy back to its original mission as set out in the Mission
Statement – to serve all peoples; multi-cultural and multi-faith; people
of all faiths and none. I embarked on a huge learning curve and many
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times had my faith challenged. However, I reverted to the maxim that
had stayed with me from college and served me well … every day I
prayed, “Lord, keep my faith simple!” The eight years I spent at LOROS
were challenging and deeply rewarding. I found that as a Christian I
could pray with and comfort people of many diverse backgrounds. It was
a time when I discovered that spirituality was the essence of working for
Jesus Christ in today’s world.
Seven years ago it was apparent that semi-retirement was God’s next
challenge to me. I had already bought a little home in this area, but knew
I had to find some form of work – not only to help pay the bills, but also to
occupy my time! It was at that time MHA were looking for a second
Chaplain for their Home complex here in Bedford – Anjulita Court &
Ladyslaude Court. Each new day is a challenge, but I want to say this –
the Methodist Church should be proud of its social gospel history.
Leader in all manner of reforms in the past, it has led the way in caring
for people in the workplace, in prisons, in colleges and hospitals.
However, it is the only Christian denomination to respond to the huge
need for spiritual care among those who are living the latter part of their
life’s journey in independent living accommodation or a care home. One
of the most important challenges for a Methodist Chaplain is to integrate
all who are involved in care; to develop an awareness that providing
spiritual care is not the sole responsibility of the Chaplain. All staff and
volunteers have a part to play (as indeed do the resident’s former
church).
Why do I maintain that at the heart of a Chaplain’s work is spirituality?
Basically, we all have a spirituality. I express mine through my Christian
faith. Someone else may choose to express theirs through nature or
music or relationships … Also we all have spiritual needs – e.g. to love
and be loved. It is from this base that it is possible to reach out to those
who need God’s comfort and support in the face of bereavement,
limitations of health and loss of independence.
There is much more that could be said on this subject but, my friends,
never underestimate the importance of your support of Chaplaincy to
those who are what is sometimes referred to as the “Church’s silverhaired ministry.” And, thank you for making it possible for me to have the
privilege of being part of that challenge.

Delia O’Halloran
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Clapham
Methodist Church
At our 2017 Anniversary service, we
celebrated 141 years of our building being used as a place of worship
for the people of Clapham. Many changes have taken place during
that time, but this article will concentrate on what has happened in the
past five years, since we last appeared in this magazine.
Looking first at the building and the structure of the church itself, it
would seem very much the same, since no major alterations have
taken place. However, the use of the building has continued to provide
facilities for a number of regular events including our Tuesday Coffee
Morning, which continues to be very popular, serving not only our own
members but villagers in general. We also have the Senior School,
open to all, that meets on Wednesdays for two terms each year, giving
the over 50s the choice of a number of subjects to study. Young
people are catered for by our Youth Club and Junior Church, and our
premises are used for other functions as required. This is the way we
try to provide Church-based activities for our village.
There have also been changes that affect our way of worship. One
major change has been the move to one very large Circuit which has
resulted in different preachers being welcomed, bringing new ways to
deliver the Word of God, some making quite long journeys to do so.
The downside, of course, is that we see less of our own Minister
because of the number of churches allocated to each one.
Nevertheless this has brought about the introduction of joint services
and Local Worship services, and we have found many blessings in
being able to worship with people from other churches in our group.
We are fortunate to have those amongst our members who are happy
to take their part in ensuring the services planned as Local Worship are
prepared and delivered with sincerity and faithfulness.
One of the most obvious changes has been the introduction of the
audiovisual technology that we now use in our worship, which has
proved very successful. Our AV operators should be thanked for the
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work they do week by week, as should the preachers for providing the
data to enable them to prepare the presentation.
Our congregation has remained stable over the last few years. We
have lost well-loved friends and members who have passed away, and
some can no longer worship with us due to illness or infirmity, but
happily, we have welcomed new members into the church family as
well.
The next few years will probably see more changes for many reasons,
but the most significant will perhaps be caused by the proposal to build
up to 900 new houses in the surrounding area. We pray for God’s
guidance in the way we use our opportunities in the coming years to
show His love and care for all the people in our developing village.

Colin Shorley

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Cranfield
Methodist Church

Five years ago the article published
to introduce our church ended with the paragraph:
“We will keep spreading the Good News and keep our doors open to
the community, sincerely trusting that our church will go forward in faith
and be a presence in the village for many years to come.”
And we’ve tried to live up to that aim. Over the past five years things
have changed in so many ways. We have said ‘goodbye’ to some
longstanding church members and friends, welcomed new friends and
new members, not to mention welcoming a new Minister – Rev
Graham Claydon-Knights - and then bidding him and his family farewell
and welcoming – again – Rev Caroline Weaver. We welcomed
members of Marston Shelton into our fellowship when that church
closed and are so grateful for the help and support that they have
provided. Our doors have always been open
Some of our activities have stopped over the years. We found that we
were unable to continue providing a three-course lunch each month as
the number of helpers had dropped, but have continued with a
Christmas Lunch followed by a Crib Service, the latest held on
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10th December 2017. We host an ecumenical Maundy Thursday
Communion Service, followed by a simple meal to which all Christian
denominations in the village are invited, and share breakfast with the
early risers on Easter Sunday. Sadly we no longer have a Sunday
School, in common with many other churches.
It’s not all doom and gloom! The Craft Group set up several years ago
is still flourishing, although we meet now on alternate Friday afternoons
rather than Monday evenings – older members prefer not to venture
out on dark cold nights. This has proved a good outreach over the
years and provides a welcome source of support to its members and
their families in times of trouble.
The church was amazed to receive a legacy from one of the regular
attendees at the monthly lunches. From the proceeds of the legacy we
have been able to renovate and enlarge the kitchen, which had proved
to be too small for catering for large numbers. Currently we are
organizing work to bring the premises up to current Fire Safety
Regulations standards, and there are other projects in the pipeline, all
of which are intended to improve the premises for future events.
Although the Weight Watchers group no longer meet on our premises
and the Toddlers’ Music group has disbanded, we still welcome the WI
group, Brownies, a Keep Fit and a Pilates group as regular hirers of the
premises. Children’s birthday parties are still a feature, with some
families returning year after year. Other community groups have held
meetings and exhibitions on the church premises. Most recently the
WI held an exhibition of Cranfield Memorabilia. The flood of memories
and anecdotes which resulted from that event have gladdened many a
heart both at the time and since. The Autumn Fair has continued to
take place in October.
At the most recent Church Council meeting, a Mission Committee was
reinstated. There are various ideas for future outreach into the
community, which are still at the ‘investigative stage’. Prayerful
consideration and careful organizing are ahead of us. We don’t know
where God is leading us, but we know that He is at the heart of what
we seek to do, and trust Him for His guiding hand.
At the beginning of this article, the fact that things have changed since
the last article was published in December 2012 was acknowledged.
Change is essential – not just for change’s sake but so that we can
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develop and grow, and it is exciting to think that there are changes
ahead.
It seems appropriate to end this article with the same paragraph as in
December 2012.
“We will keep spreading the Good News and keep our doors open to
the community, sincerely trusting that our church will go forward in faith
and be a presence in the village for many years to come”
…and with a verse which has given comfort to many over the years:
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever” [Hebrews 13:8]

Hayley Outridge

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

A BIG THANK YOU FROM SHEFFORD
On November 4th and 5th we celebrated the completion of the repairs
to Shefford large hall roof. The premises are now fully functional again.
We would like to say a very big and sincere thank you to all the people
in the Circuit and further afield who supported our fundraising efforts,
arranged fundraising efforts of their own for us, gave generous
donations, made grants available from charitable trusts and by their
encouragement and prayer support have helped us to be now in a truly
miraculous position, with nearly £155,000 of costs paid for and only
one relatively small Circuit loan outstanding. Make your plans, and
believe: with God, all things are possible.

Shefford Methodist Church

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

LGBT+

in

Faith

at

Park

Road

Each gathering takes place at Park Road Methodist Church from
7.30pm. For anyone in the LGBT+ community, friends, family and
allies, we share an informal time of support, encouragement, chat and
plenty of refreshments! All are welcome.
See Diary for dates (page 38) and Rev Gill Baalham for further details.
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Messy Church is part of The Bible Reading
Fellowship (BRF), which is registered as a
charity, number 233280 brf.org.uk
Messy Church enables people of all ages to
belong to Christ together through their local
church. It is a way of being church which is
particularly suited to families, but welcoming to all.
It usually consists of all-age craft activities, worship and a meal for all the
family. There is no fixed charge, but donations are welcome to cover costs.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Clophill : Monthly on Saturdays, 4.00pm - 6.00pm.
For further information please contact Victoria at
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk or on 07920 568 861
17th February
17th March
14th April
19th May
16th June
14th July
NO MESSY CHURCH IN AUGUST
15th September
20th October
17th November
15th December
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Flitwick : Monthly on Mondays, 3.30pm - 5.30pm ending with a meal
19th February
19th March
30th April
21st May
18th June
Saturday 21st July, 9.00am – 10.30am Messy Breakfast
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London Road : Saturday 24th March, 11.00am – 1.00pm
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Oakley : Weekly on Thursdays, 10.00am in St Mary's Church during term
time.
Also “Messy Church for All” sessions in the Methodist Church, 3.30pm –
5.30pm. Third Tuesday each month:
20th February
20th March
17th April
15th May
19th June
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Priory : Sunday 18th March, 10.30am – Messy Worship
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Trinity : 3rd Saturday of the month, 10.30am until after lunch –
approximately 12.30pm
17th February : Hidden Treasure
17th March
: Easter (Second Chances)
21st April
: Healing and New Life
19th May
: No Worries
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Willlington : 2nd Wednesday of the month, 3.30pm
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Wixams : 3rd Thursday the month (except August),
3.30pm – 5.30pm in Lakeview Village Hall
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Wootton : Messy Church called Rock & Roll once a month on a Saturday at
3.00pm. It's not always held on the same Saturday of the month.
10th February
10th March
14th April
12th May
9th June
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The Torch Trust for the Blind is a nondenominational charity which seeks to
provide Christian resources and activities
for those who are blind or partially
sighted. The work began in response to
the need of one young lady in Reigate. In 1958, Ron and Stella Heath
were running a Bible class for their local church in Reigate called the
“Fridaynighters”. One of its members took a post as assistant cook at the
nearby RNIB centre for adolescents, and one week she asked Stella if she
could bring a blind student to the “Fridaynighters”. Of course, Stella and
Ron said 'Yes,' not knowing how that one request would impact on their
lives. Wendy came, and after three weeks she gave her life to God. It
changed her completely. Until then, let's just say her behaviour had
been 'challenging'! The Principal at the centre was so impressed, that he
asked Ron and Stella to help with the other students. So they opened
their home to any who would like to come for tea on Sundays. The
students ate a great deal, had fun, and would ask very probing
questions. The main concern at that time was to find literature in Braille
which would be appropriate for these youngsters. There were no
cassettes in those days, so audio was not a format that was available.
They realised that there was a huge need, and no way in existence to fill
it.
It was at that point that they came across a tiny magazine called “Torch”.
It was small and rather old-fashioned even at that time. It was edited by
a lady in Cumbria, named Ada Trench. She was one of three sisters who
had started the magazine when their coachman had lost his sight. Then
one day, Ada wrote to the Heaths asking them to take on the editorship
of the magazine. At 83, she felt unable to continue. Ron and Stella
Heath agreed, and as the May 1959 copy was sent out, introducing the
couple as the new editors, Ada died.
Stella and Ron were beginning to discover that the need for Bible-based
Christian literature was not confined to their locality, and word spread.
Soon the family home in Reigate was getting too small for the work that
was being done, and the family moved to Crawley where a “Torch Shed”
was erected in the garden. After six years, the shed which had looked so
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spacious in the beginning, was crammed with copies of books and so on.
Braille takes up a lot of space!
They looked at a property in West Sussex, which had been used for many
purposes, including a Church Army house, and a Sunshine home. So
they moved in, and as there was room to spare, others came to join them
in their work. That property is still in the Torch Family, as it became
known, and is a Holiday & Retreat Centre. It was upgraded three years
ago, and is very high spec. Every need for blind and partially sighted
people has been considered. When the Torch Family outgrew that
property, the work – and Ron and Stella – moved to Leicestershire –
where more blind people joined the family. Ron and Stella had become
“Mum and Dad Heath” to the whole of the Torch family. Then,
eventually, that model became unworkable. The Heaths were quite
elderly by this time. A purpose-built premises was bought on a site on
the edge of Market Harborough, and is Torch House – the Headquarters
for all the work.
There are now four strands to the work that Torch Trust do:
Literature: Torch produces Christian reading in Braille, Giant Print
(24pt), audio and electronic media. It publishes six magazines, produces
Bibles, hymn books, Scripture text calendars, books and booklets, and
operates a large free postal library of Christian books in accessible
formats.
International: Janet and Michael Stafford visit Malawi about twice a
year taking containers full of clothing, blankets and other useful items.
There is a centre in Malawi which produces Bibles in Chichewa, again in
Braille and large print.
Fellowship: Bedford Torch Fellowship Group is one of about a hundred
fellowship groups throughout the UK. It meets every month on the
second Saturday. Members enjoy an interactive time of worship and a
wonderful tea to follow. Transport is provided by volunteers. There are
also telephone groups, and an initiative called 'Journeying with' where
newly diagnosed people are befriended and supported.
Holidays: There is a Holiday & Retreat Centre at Hurstpierpoint in West
Sussex. This caters for groups wishing to have a time of focus on God's
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love, whether for a day, a few days or a week. Some themed holidays
are available. The centre is designed to cater for the needs of blind and
partially sighted people, and has accessible rooms. There is a wonderful
small chapel incorporated into the centre.
If you would like to know more about what is available from Torch House
in Market Harborough go to torchtrust.org. There are numerous
opportunities to volunteer at Torch House, the Holiday & Retreat Centre
or at the fellowship groups. With the increase of visual content in church
services, and the increasing age of those attending, Torch can help all
churches to become more user-friendly.
Please pray for the work of Torch Trust, so that many more people can
discover God's love in a way that meets their needs.

Marian Knights Deputy Leader : Bedford Torch Fellowship Group

TORCH TRUST is registered as a charity, number 1095904

+ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + +

BELIEF in Bedford
Shaping the World Today – Wednesdays 8.00pm
– 9.30pm at St Andrew’s Church, Kimbolton Road,
Bedford. £5 per person per session, payable on the day.
25th April : Sexualisation of Society “Living as a Christian
in a Sexualised Society” – Canon Reg Bailey – advisor and
independent reviewer for government on the commercialisation
and sexualisation of childhood.
2nd May
: Media – Cathy Le Feuvre – author / writer,
broadcaster, media consultant and trainer based in the UK.
9th May
: Religion & the Modern World –
Rev Dr Nicholas Wood – Dean of Regent’s Park College, Oxford
and Tutorial Fellow in Religion and Culture; Director of the Oxford
Centre for Christianity and Culture; Director of Studies of the
MTh in Applied Theology.
16th May : Extremism – Canon Peter Adams – Director,
St Mary’s Centre for Peace and Reconciliation in Luton.
Consultant and trainer in intercultural relations and community
relations.
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BELIEF is registered as a charity, number 1123911
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Circuit Matters

by Janice Skerman

Dear Friends,
As I am preparing to write this article for the Circuit magazine,
news comes through of the death of Peter Fletcher. When I
became a Circuit Steward 4½ years ago, Peter made me very
welcome. He worked very hard as a Steward and then as Senior
Steward, and also as a Local Preacher and editor of this magazine.
We send our sympathy to his wife, Margaret, and family.
I wrote in my last article that the Circuit hoped to have a visit
from a Minister in November for Ampthill, Flitwick, Clophill and
Haynes. We were very blessed to be matched in the first round.
We had a visit from Rev Silas Wood who came to visit the Circuit
with his wife Sue. Silas is currently serving in the Shrewsbury and
The Marches Circuit, which is a much bigger Circuit than North
Bedfordshire. All the churches that Silas and Sue visited made
them welcome, and Ampthill put on a splendid lunch so they
could meet the Circuit staff.
At the end of the day the invitation committee met with Silas
and Sue, and we had a chat with them both before they went
home. Then the invitation committee met with the churches Silas
would have pastoral care of, and the invitations committee, with
the churches, decided to offer Silas a position in the Circuit from
1st September 2018 which he has accepted.
We have also had a visit from a probationer appointed to the
Circuit, Dalwyn Attwell, with his partner Pete. Dalwyn will have
pastoral care of Trinity, Sandy and Beeston. Dalwyn will also
start work in the Circuit on 1st September 2018.
Blessings
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Janice

MESSAGE FROM THE MASTER

Bill Lavery

There is a world of difference between applauding Christ and following
Christ. That, surely, is the outstanding truth that comes from Doctor
Luke’s gripping account of that first Palm Sunday.
It looked as if the great city of Jerusalem had accepted Christ and His
way of life - He was acclaimed and cheered. Palm Sunday almost
2,000 years ago seemed to assure Christ’s success. But what a
contrast a few days later! The cheers turned to jeers. The applause
became silent. The decision was not for Christ, but against Him. As
we make our way towards Easter 2018 we would do well to think again
about what is called ‘The Triumphal Entry’ into Jerusalem. It bears a
good deal of study.
First, Christ’s entry into the Holy City makes clear His claim.
Christ is to be sovereign in the lives of men. With courageous dignity
He came as King of peace and goodwill, calling men and women to
follow Him. As King of Kings and Lord of Lords He made His personal
appeal in His approach to all, irrespective of class, colour, creed or
credentials. And it is so today. His claim on us still holds good. He
asks us through the glory of His Gospel to accept Him as saviour, as
guide and ruler, as redeemer and friend. In spite of all we are, He
claims us as His own, asking us to accept Him as the Lord of our lives.
John Newton was once a slave of a slave woman. He reached the
depths of human depravity. Then Christ found him and claimed him,
and the grace of God began to lift that fallen man from the depths of sin
and shame. Gradually Newton became stronger in the Christian faith;
gradually the claim of Christ became alive in his life, and ultimately he
entered the Christian ministry. His power and charm as a herald of the
Gospel were recognised, and finally the former slave of a slave woman
became Rector of a famous church in London. This was the man who
wrote:
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds
And drives away his fear.”
(Hymns and Psalms 257)
As loyal believers may we too at this Resurrection season respond to
His divine claim and experience the joy of His saving grace, as in the
fullness of His living power Christ enters our hearts in salvation.
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Secondly, Christ’s entry into the Holy City makes clear His challenge.
Jesus came to challenge the pettiness and narrowness of the religion
of His day – a religion that was more concerned about rules and
regulations than about the welfare of the human soul. He was thankful
for the true faith of His forefathers, for that simple belief of those who in
bygone days had built their lives and their nation on the abiding
commandments of God. He approved of that system of values which
“put first things first”.
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God. Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself.” But He rebelled against the hypocrisy of the leadership of
His day and generation, against those religious leaders who had so
entangled themselves in the love of man-made laws and regulations
which led to a dull and lifeless creed. God himself had been strangled
by selfish piety, and the warm redeeming words of Heaven had given
way to those cold icy blasts of rigid ritualism.
And He came to challenge the pettiness and narrowness of their hate
campaign, which had attacked Him throughout His ministry, as He
fearlessly ministered to bring back the “aliveness of God” into the
hearts of men and women – God is personal! God loves all! God cares
for all! God is our Heavenly Father, with us each day we live. Thus He
preached and proclaimed. Thus He threw down the challenge to His
opponents.
This same challenge comes to us today. Brothers and sisters, are we
truly playing a positive part in making our faith alive in North
Bedfordshire? Fellow Christians, what is our example as those
committed to Christ’s way of service and sacrifice?
There is the telling incident from the life of a businessman who had
been a leader in his own congregation, then entered the Christian
ministry late in life. The story relates how after he had been in the
ministry for a few years he was called one evening to the home of a
woman who was dying. As he entered that sickroom he was
confronted with the question, “Do you know that I am dying?” Startled,
he replied to the woman, “Well, you are very ill.” “I am dying and you
know it,” was the reply, and then the woman continued, “Do you know
why I am dying? Do you know I am dying because of my sin? My
disease is not nice to mention. Do you know how it came about?”
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The clergyman was bewildered.
“Do you know how it came about?” – the question was repeated. “I’ll
tell you – you led me astray. Please don’t interrupt while I explain. At
one time you were in the business world, a leader in your church, and
your business duties took you away from home from time to time. One
night in a certain town I saw you going into a certain place. I suppose
you were lonely. I was surprised, for you were a leader in the church
back home! I stood there in the street and thought – well, if you could
visit that sort of place, so could I, and I followed your example. That
night I got into the wrong company. That was the start. Now I’m
finished – body and soul. If I hadn’t followed your example I might
have remained a good woman.”
Yes, the challenge is to follow the example of Christ, or not. Like the
Pharisees of yesterday we can be the possessors of a “religion of
theory”. What really counts is the faith that is prudent and pure and
positive. Christ challenged His day and generation with this truth. May
we at this resurrection season respond to His divine challenge and
experience too the joy of His saving grace as in the fullness of His
living power Christ enters our hearts.
Thirdly, and finally, Christ’s entry into the Holy City makes clear His
compulsion. Christ compelled me to decide between the real and the
false. He pointed me to that way which is hard and dangerous. It is
the way of the Cross; the way which is hard and so often is unpopular;
the way of ridicule and scorn. Yet it is the only way to true life, and that
first Easter season is calling us right now to take that way. The
compelling Christ is at this moment in time asking you personally to
make up your mind – to decide. He does not want your shallow
applause: He compels us to complete surrender!
Yet today millions are dying, spiritually. Countless souls – perhaps
even our own – are in need of a spiritual transfusion. That first Easter
week reminds us that the very blood of God was shed for the salvation
of mankind.
The cure is available for the sins of this world. We must not delay.
Christ compels us to decide. May we at this special time respond to
His divine compulsion and experience the joy of His saving grace:
Christ enters our hearts.
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FEBRUARY 14TH – ASH WEDNESDAY
ANJULITA COURT

2.30pm

Ash Wednesday Service

PUTNOE HEIGHTS

7.30pm

Joint service in St.Mark’s Chapel

LENT COURSES, PRAYER SPACE, ETC.
Lent Course at Priory, Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm from February 21st
The Mystery of Everything, based on the film The Theory of Everything
-x-

Churches Together Lent Course at Willington, Wednesdays at 7.30pm
-x-

Shefford Churches Together Lent Lunches
Saturdays at 12.30pm February 17th through to March 24th
at the Community Hall (opposite the Methodist Church).
Proceeds go to Christian Aid
-x-

Holy Week Meditation Services at Priory
Monday 26th – Wednesday 28th March, each at 7.30pm until 8.00pm

MARCH 29th - Maundy Thursday SERVICES
ANJULITA COURT

2.30pm

Maundy Thursday service
with Holy Communion

CLAPHAM

7.30pm

Maundy Thursday Supper Service

CRANFIELD

6.00pm

Ecumenical Communion Service
followed by a simple meal

LANGFORD

7.30pm

Holy Communion in the Schoolroom
led by Rev Lorna Valentine

LONDON ROAD

7.30pm

Maundy Thursday Eucharist at St.Michael’s

OAKLEY

7.00pm

Maundy Thursday United Service
at the Methodist Church

PRIORY

7.30pm

Maundy Thursday Communion

PUTNOE HEIGHTS

6.30pm

Maundy Thursday Service

SHEFFORD

3.00pm

Shefford Fellowship – Holy Communion

TRINITY

7.00pm

Agape supper
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MARCH 30th - Good Friday SERVICES
ANJULITA COURT
AMPTHILL

2.30pm
10.00am

BEESTON
CLAPHAM

10.30am
3.00pm
11.00am

CLOPHILL

10.30am

CRANFIELD

10.30am

FLITWICK
HENLOW
KEMPSTON EAST

10.30am
7.00pm

LONDON ROAD

7.30pm
12.00pm

OAKLEY
PARK ROAD

2.00pm
10.00am

PRIORY

10.00am

PUTNOE HEIGHTS
SANDY

11.00am
10.30am

SHEFFORD

11.00am

STEWARTBY
TRINITY

9.00am
10.30am

UPPER CALDECOTE
WILLINGTON

9.30am
7.00pm

Good Friday Prayers
Churches Together Walk of Witness, starting
at St.Andrew’s Church in Ampthill
and finishing
at Ampthill Baptist Church at 11.00am
[ Walk of Witness - see Sandy ]
Good Friday Service led by Angie Woodcraft
United Good Friday Service with the
Anglicans at the Methodist Church
Good Friday Service
led by Rev Graham Claydon-Knights
United Service
at St.Peter & St.Paul Church, Cranfield
[ join with either Clophill or Ampthill ]
Good Friday Reflective Worship
Walk of Witness from the Church of the
Transfiguration to the Saxon Centre and
open-air service (time tbc)
Good Friday Reflection
Bedford Town Centre Good Friday Witness
in Harpur Square at 12.00pm
United Service at St.Mary’s Church
Good Friday Worship, followed by a walk
into Bedford for the Bedford Town Centre
Good Friday Witness in Harpur Square at
12.00pm
Good Friday Worship, followed by the
Bedford Town Centre Good Friday Witness
in Harpur Square at 12.00pm
Stations of the Cross
Churches Together Walk of Witness starting
at Sandy Methodist followed by services at
St.Swithun’s and Beeston Methodist Church
Churches Together Walk of Witness beginning at the Baptist Church
Good Friday Service
Churches Together Walk of Witness
[ details to be confirmed ]
Good Friday Reflective Worship
Good Friday Meditation
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April 16th – EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICES
AMPTHILL PARK

6.30am

Sunrise Service
near Katherine’s Cross in Ampthill Park

FLITWICK

6.30am

join with Ampthill for the Sunrise Service
near Katherine’s Cross in Ampthill Park

PUTNOE HEIGHTS

6.00am

Sunrise Service at St.Mark’s

TRINITY

6.30am

Churches Together Sunrise Service
at Jubilee Wood [ details to be confirmed ]

WOOTTON

6.30am

Sunrise Service – Hall End Road
between Wootton Upper School
and The Chequers pub

see the Circuit Plan for details of other early morning services on Easter Sunday
Churches not listed above may have services which were
not known about at the time of printing this magazine.

Our Local Preachers and Worship Leaders in Training
Many congratulations to Meredith Major and Marian Blyth who
have successfully completed Portfolio A of the Worship:
Leading and Preaching Course. Meredith has now moved on
to the second part of the course, working towards completing
this in order to be fully accredited as a Local Preacher, whilst
Marian has been recognised as a qualified Worship Leader
based at Sharnbrook. She has elected to continue attending
the training sessions, which are thought-provoking and
fascinating as well as fun, but she will not need to submit
formal work.
We hope that Angie Woodcraft and Anne Foley will also
submit Portfolio A this year. In addition, we have a second
study group with Craig Gaffney and Sue Lowe working
towards Local Preaching and Jenny Endersby towards
Worship Leading; Robert Minott has joined this group too.
Because of timing problems, Marianne Baguley has begun the
course with a group in South Bedfordshire, working initially
towards Worship Leading.
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It is wonderful to see that so many in the Circuit are
responding to God’s call to this ministry. The course is
demanding and it is not easy to fit the studies alongside work,
family and church commitments, so please keep the students
in your prayers and encourage them.

Gill Baalham

and

Liz Little

God’s call to me…
When we think or talk of “calling” we often do so using the sort of
language which suggests it is a one-off event, a particular moment in
our journey of faith when we suddenly have a clear and
overwhelming sense of direction and purpose, drawing us towards
one role or another. My experience of being called to be a Local
Preacher is quite different, characterised by an initial hazy sense of
calling which developed in terms of clarity and strength through a
continuing conversation with God. In this respect I have noticed
similarities between my experience and that of John Wesley. This
has further encouraged me to continue on my journey to become a
fully accredited Local Preacher and to share my thoughts with you,
in the hope that they may also be a vehicle through which God may
strengthen you.
Since the age of ten I have been a regular and frequent attendee at
Priory Methodist Church, as a member of Guides and Junior Church,
and being a (generally) confident chatterbox I was increasingly
asked to take part in the service during my teenage years, initially
voicing the mouse in the Nativity and then doing readings, sketches
and eventually prayers. On each occasion I received a healthy
balance of gentle encouragement and constructive feedback; I
learnt to breathe and slow down, and by the time I was in Sixth
Form agreed to go along to the Worship Leader training sessions.
On each occasion when I was asked to do a little bit more, I felt
apprehensive, and I wondered whether I was a good enough or
experienced enough Christian. I shared these concerns with God in
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prayer and they were answered, either through a well-timed “You’ll
be fine” from a Youth Worker or other trusted church member, or
sometimes just a general sense of calm.
It was in this context as a Worship Leader at Priory that I gradually
felt increasingly called to preach. I approached my Minister and said
that I thought I might be being called to preach.
The first period of time went well: I passed my trial service with
much support from family and friends and the congregation at
Priory, and the studying was interesting and helpful. I continued to
chat with God regularly about my calling, whether I was doing the
right thing and how it was going. But then things started to falter;
the pressures of the other things going on in my life began to
mount; one assignment proved impossible, and every time I sat
down to do exegesis, writing an interpretation of a Bible passage,
my mind went blank. I stopped attending Circuit Local Preachers’
and Worship Leaders’ Meetings, which I had previously found very
encouraging, because I simply didn’t have answers for my lack of
progress. I still enjoyed the preaching itself, my services were well
received and the feedback I got sustained me for a little longer.
Eventually however, things came to a head. I really did feel that I
had hit a brick wall. Andrew (Rev Hollins) wrote to me, on behalf of
the Circuit, saying that he would contact me again after his holiday
to find out what I wanted to do. I resolved that I would ask to be
taken off the list of Preachers on Trial, as by this time it really did feel
like a trial. Fortunately, Andrew did not get back to me as quickly as
anticipated. One weekend I was away at my boyfriend’s and we
went to Redhill Methodist Church. The service was led by a Local
Preacher On Trial, who talked about his own brick wall. He said he
had tried the new Worship: Leading and Preaching course and found
it much easier, and a new sense of calling meant he hadn’t given up.
I spoke to him after the service and we swapped email addresses. I
felt rather annoyed: why wouldn’t God just give me a break and let
me give up?
I went to Park Road and led what I was quite determined would be
my final service. A lady asked me afterwards, “Are you a trainee
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Local Preacher?” “Yes” I replied to avoid confusion. “You mustn’t
give up,” she said. At this point I had a very similar feeling to John
Wesley’s “warmed heart”: it was part disgruntlement, part comfort.
“OK, OK,” I prayed, “If you really want me to carry on then help me
and I will”. For the first time in my journey I had a very clear sense of
calling: not just a gentle, fair wind but a mighty, powerful gust that
could carry me along and help me uproot the trees that stood
steadfastly in my way. These audible, unequivocal messages that
God was sending me through His people were the encouragement I
needed to push through the difficult times.
Without further research, I had assumed that John Wesley’s
strangely warmed heart occurred at the beginning of his ministry,
but it didn’t. He too had been preaching for many years, but he felt
disheartened, fed up, as if he was not the right man for the job. He
reluctantly agreed to go to this apparently unimportant meeting in
Aldersgate Street, and it was in that context that his heart was
strangely warmed.
We all need a sense of calling to get started, to take that daunting
initial step towards giving a new role a go, but in some ways it is
more important for that calling to be strengthened and renewed
when things get tough, as they undoubtedly will. Calling is not a
one-off event. Since the two incidents I’ve described, I have
continued to receive encouragement, sometimes through specific
comments directly to me, at others through general addresses,
during services or meetings or outside a church context entirely.
God is always at work, everywhere we go, and we understand our
calling by discussing it with Him, looking for opportunities to
communicate and being receptive to His attempts to talk to us. We
should also be conscious that what to us may seem an unimportant
invite or comment, could make the world of difference to someone
else whom God is calling. We are vehicles of God’s purposes in the
world and the closer our relationship with Him, the better drivers we
will be.

Meredith Major
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To God be the glory
“We pray for those members of our church family who fortunately can’t
be with us this morning.” (John Caves circa 2016). We’ve all “been
there”, haven’t we – or, at least, most Worship Leaders probably have.
You just hope for two things: that the faux pas will soon fade from the
memories of the listeners, and that the Lord has a sense of humour. I
think we can be confident of the latter.
Andrew Constant and I are the two Worship Leaders at London Road.
We lead a Local Worship service every month in the form of café
worship. Anyone who has ever led such a service will know that some
things take longer than expected. The “catching up” that goes on
round the tables, the traffic build up at the “bar” (so to speak) and the
search for the floor mop when someone forgets to turn off the valve of
the urn (or do these things only happen in our church?), normally mean
that parts of what we intended to include have to be curtailed or left
out. We always try to have a message to bring to everyone and to
ensure that all items in the order of service fit together well. We like to
have something “active”, such as handicraft, for the congregation to try,
but for those who are unable to or would rather not do this we also
provide a word search or something similar based on the Bible
passages that have been read.
When the service is to be led by a Minister or Local Preacher we offer
ourselves as Worship Leaders and very often we are asked to lead
prayers, particularly prayers of intercession, and sometimes to choose
a hymn or worship song.
Andrew and I also like to perform sketches where appropriate to the
theme of the service. I recall that we were a rabbit and a duck on one
occasion (I wonder what that was about). In our Candlelight Carol
Service last year Andrew played the role of Micah and I was a soldier
who had come to frighten him into abandoning the reference to “a
shepherd” in his prophecy. Why Micah should have been scared rigid
by a bespectacled guy who was less Sylvester Stallone and more
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Mr Pastry is difficult to understand, but even so the performance was
marginally more credible than my portrayal of God a few weeks earlier.
What a privilege it is to serve our Lord by helping to lead worship. The
promise which the Worship Leaders in the SCALLOP mission group
make at their annual recommissioning service is so vital to keep in
mind. Two of the questions put to us are:


Will you be diligent in preparation and continue to equip
yourself for this ministry?
In your daily life and in your leadership of worship, will you seek
to promote, not your own glory, but the glory of the Lord?

The response to each is “With God’s help, I will.”
Yes, to God be the glory.

John Caves

Mission Streams
CONTACT DETAILS FOR STREAMS
Leadership
Andrew Hollins
northbedssuper@gmail.com
Michael Carr
mcarr49@hotmail.com
Social Action (formerly known as Service)
Marian Blyth
marian.blyth@btinternet.com
Evangelism and Discipleship
Rebecca Caird
cairdclan@ntlworld.com

01234 340167
01234 824504
01234 781469
01525 753689
07877 342640

Worship
Caroline Weaver
carolineweaver@live.co.uk
01234 767865
Gill Baalham
gill.baalham@methodist.org.uk
01234 930025
Resources
Anne Foley
anne@foleyzone.co.uk
01525 633316
Children and Young People
Graham Claydon-Knights
01525 713468
graham.claydon-knights@methodist.org.uk
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WORSHIP MISSION STREAM
As we worship individually, collectively and ecumenically across the
Circuit our worship takes many forms, but is all centred on God. We
rely on the gifts of our many Preachers and Worship Leaders and on
you to take part in, support and publicise our worship.
The Circuit website now has additional information about our churches
and their worship. Congratulations to those who have submitted
five words to describe the style of worship in their church. These now
feature creatively on your information page.
The WMS encourages people to:


support the regular Circuit Prayer for Healing and Circuit Youth
Services and publicise them in your church. They are now
highlighted on the front page of the Preaching Plan



worship with brothers and sisters in other churches, checking the
Circuit website for details of events and services, especially during
Lent



look for further information about the Thy Kingdom Come Prayer
Initiative between Ascension Day and Pentecost. Resources are
already available from www.thykingdomcome.global



participate in Bible month in June studying the book of Jonah. Free
resources are available from www.thykingdomcome.global



make sure your events and services are listed on the website

The next meeting of the Worship Mission Stream is on 24th April when
we will be planning the Circuit Leaving and Welcome services for later
in the year. Please let one of us know if you would like to come or if
there is something you would like to discuss.

Caroline Weaver,

Gill Baalham,

Monica Bergh, Janet Watts
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Dear Circuit family,
Well I don't know about you, but I think time just keeps marching
on way too quickly...even our young people comment on how
quickly annual events come round.
So before I started writing this I find, again, that I am preparing
letters, consent forms, juggling the pennies and sorting out a
residential, which by the time you read this will be over and done
with.
Our residential ministry with the young people of our Circuit is of
the utmost importance. I am sure that you too can cast your
mind back to amazing times away with church, uniformed
organisations, school etc. Whilst society has changed and, in
many ways so have young people and their expectations of life,
the residential still brings out the same values and learning points
for young people as it did years ago.
Residential ministry gives us Youth Workers an opportunity to get
alongside our young people who we see struggling with life,
family issues, their faith, school and exams. It is a time for
building lasting relationships with our teens, an opportunity for
them to spend time having fun, trying new things and finding
out about God in a different environment. They benefit from
living for a few days with other people who they wouldn't
normally associate with, and having regular devotion time and
opportunities to talk about God and Jesus in a frank and honest
way. They don't always get to do that at Sunday worship, clubs
or even the Youth Service, as the expectations of the church
family are often very different from what our young people really
feel they learn from. So these are teaching and sharing moments
that we cannot afford to miss. Our young people want to see
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God’s love in action... they like noisy worship sometimes, and
sometimes a quiet space to cry and allow God’s Holy Spirit to do
His stuff! This is one of the most amazing aspects of our job, that
we are privileged to be part of the Christian journey of some of
our young people. Please pray for all the young people in the
Circuit, who you may or may not know! Please pray for
continued financial support for these so important times away, so
that as many as possible can experience the joys of a Christian
residential, and please pray for the Youth Workers and all who
give up their time to come and help...even if it means a few less
hours sleep than normal!
When the new team starts in September, we hope and pray that
the regular Circuit residentials for young people continue - and
maybe it’s time for some all-age residentials to start!
God Bless you all in 2018
Lots of love
Bek and Mon
xxxxx

YOUTH DIARY DATES
For more details of Circuit Youth events, see the Circuit website
www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk and click NBM Youth
March
Sun 25th
April
Sun 22nd

June
Sun 24th

6.00pm Circuit Youth Service
6.00pm for tea, service at 6.20pm-ish at Shefford
6.00pm Circuit Easter Egg Hunt finishing at Flitwick:
Tea at around 5.00pm followed by service at around
6.00pm-ish. More details to follow.

Circuit End of Term Celebration Youth Service
[ venue to be confirmed ]
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Circuit Diary Dates
FOR DETAILS OF OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT PLEASE
SEE THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Prayer Group
2nd Monday of the month at 4.15pm at Putnoe Manse
( 12 Hartop Close Bedford MK41 8HE )
4th Monday of the month at 10.30am at Willington
Circuit Men’s Lunch : 2nd Wednesday of the month, 12.15pm for 12.35pm at Priory
FEBRUARY
Mon 12th
Sat 17th
Sat 17th

7.30pm
9.45am
10.00am
- 1.00pm
Thurs 22nd from 7.30pm
MARCH
Sat 3rd
Wed 7th

9.45am
9.30am

Tues 20th
6.45pm
Wed 21st
7.00pm
Thurs 22nd from 7.30pm
APRIL
Tues 17th
Sat 21st
Tues 24th
Tues 24th

9.45am
10.00am
9.45am
7.30pm

Wed 25th

8.00pm

Thurs 26th from 7.30pm
Sun 29th
6.00pm

Circuit Meeting at Putnoe Heights
CSS Foundation Module at Wilstead (for 10.00am start)
BELIEF : ‘Making Sense of Scripture’
(see page 16 for details)
LGBT+ in Faith at Park Road (see page 11 for details)
‘Encircled in Care’ at Priory (see page 35 for details)
District Presbyteral Synod
at Hoddesdon Methodist Church
CSS Refresher Module at Flitwick (for 7.00pm start)
Strategic Leadership Group at the Circuit Office
LGBT+ in Faith at Park Road (see page 11 for details)
CSS Foundation Module at Trinity (for 10.00am start)
District Synod at St John’s Church, Colchester
Worship Mission Stream meeting at Wootton Manse
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting
at Beeston (for 7.45pm start)
BELIEF Spring Course: Shaping the World Today
1st session (see page 16 for details)
LGBT+ in Faith at Park Road (see page 11 for details)
Circuit Healing Service at Kempston East
Prayer requests may either be sent by email to
northbedshealingprayers@gmail.com or by post to
Rev Andrew Hollins : 4 Coles Close, Bedford, MK41 9TW

MAY
Tues 22nd

7.00pm

Strategic Leadership Group at the Circuit Office

JUNE
Mon 4th
Fri 22nd

7.30pm
6.45pm

Circuit Meeting [ venue to be arranged ]
CSS Refresher Module at Wilstead (for 7.00pm start)

JULY
Sat 14th
Mon 16th

9.45am
7.30pm

CSS Foundation Module at Park Road (for 10.00am start)
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting
at Ampthill (for 7.45pm start)

SEPTEMBER
Thurs 13th

7.30pm

Circuit Meeting
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[ venue to be arranged ]

Churches should send their dates for the next Plan
(with details of preachers they have booked) to their Minister by
Sunday 11th March
Preachers should send their dates for the next Plan to
Mrs Stephanie Field (Circuit Administrator), Circuit Office,
Willington Methodist Church, Station Road, Willington, MK44 3QH
Telephone 01234 831174
or email the Circuit Office: northbedscircuitoffice@gmail.com
no later than Sunday 25th March
All Articles for the next edition of the Circuit Magazine to a
member of the editorial team
no later than Sunday 1st April please
Circuit office opening hours are:Wednesday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Visits at other times can be made by arrangement
Editorial Team:
Cheryl Benfield (Editor)
cheryl.benfield@ntlworld.com
John Caves
johncaves@btinternet.com
Shaun Endersby (Technical Editor) shaun@oddpost.com
Geoffrey Hutchings
( no email )
Jim Ragless
jamesr29@ntlworld.com
Janice Skerman
janiceskerman@btinternet.com

01234 851600
01234 831361
01767 220623
01234 214745
01462 812200
01234 343247

A meeting to discuss the content of the next issue will be on
Friday 23rd February at 7.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME
(please contact an editorial team member to confirm location)
For the benefit of the blind or partially sighted,
this Circuit Magazine is also available on
Audio CD. If you know of someone who would
benefit from this FREE service, please contact
Amos Salisbury on 01234 855642
see also The Circuit website at www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Charity Registration No. 1129523
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