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Circuit Service information…see inside for further details
28th-29th November 9.00pm-9.00pm : 24 hours of Prayer and Fasting
3rd December 4.00pm : Circuit Advent Service led by MWiB at
Putnoe Heights followed at 6.00pm by Circuit Youth Service
28th January 6.00pm Circuit Youth Service at Clapham
Note: there is no Healing Service in this quarter

A Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,
I can’t quite believe that it is over a year since Mark and I moved to
the North Bedfordshire Circuit. In many ways, I still feel as if I am
the ‘newbie’, particularly when it comes to what happens at which
church councils! In other ways though I am surprised by how
quickly we have settled and feel ‘at home’. There is something then
about having both arrived at our destination and continuing on our
journey at the same time. Perhaps this is why the Methodist Church
talks not of training to be a Minister, but of the process of being
formed as a Minister. Such language allows for the now and the not
yet to sit together.
The Church is in a bit of a now and not yet moment, where Advent
marks the start of the new year in the Christian calendar, but is
sandwiched between the new Methodist year of September and the
new calendar year of January. Soon we’ll have the busyness of
carol services, Christingles, nativities and other special celebrations
that look towards Christmas. In the midst of all this, Advent, with its
sense of longing, waiting and anticipating, can feel crowded out.
We are so busy preparing for the not yet, that we miss the sense of
now, of living in the present.
There are times when living in the present is an uncomfortable
place to be. Our current membership figures make difficult reading,
and as I work alongside churches in this Circuit, I recognise that
many are concerned for the future.
Yet the promise of our Advent hoping, longing and anticipating is
that God, in Christ, is already here. I love the way that The
Message translates the reading from the first chapter of John: ‘The
Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood.’
It reminds me that in looking to the not yet in longing, hope and
anticipation of what God will do, I must not forget that right now
Jesus is already ‘at home’ in the world.
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Christ goes before us even as we prepare for His coming. The
destination and the journey. The now and the not yet. May we be
formed by Christ this Advent as we take time to long for, hope for
and anticipate His continuing presence among us.
An Advent reflection
I still remember all the times
I stamped my feet asserting
‘I want it now!’
How long it seemed to wait
for celebrations that never came
as often as I hoped.
Now I long for time to slow,
the world feeling as if it is moving
too fast-paced for me.
It seems like much to do
and not enough time has become
my go-to mantra.
And in the midst of busyness and weariness,
that sense of going through the
motions of convention,
how easy to forget
to wait, to hope, to long and to expect
to meet with Christ.
Christ who goes before us to
put on the lights,
boil the kettle,
show that someone is at home
waiting, longing, anticipating, not His,
but our moving in.

Lorna Valentine
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A different kind of holiday club
In the spring, a group of Priory folk got together to launch a summer
holiday club after several years without one. We struggled to find a
good way forward: what to do, how to get enough volunteers, and
there seemed to be lots of questions and no clear answers. After a
lot of prayer and several meetings, it felt that we were going round in
circles, but then God provided an answer. Our Youth Workers,
Monica and Rebecca, mentioned that for many families on benefits
and free school meals, the holidays can be a particularly tough time:
no free lunch for the children; pressure to fill the time, with little
money for outings, and the isolation which can be felt by both
children and parents when regular activities stop: all these add up to
a stressful time.
So, Food and Fun Club was born! It was important to target families
carefully and sensitively, so we issued invitations via the Foodbank
and also asked the heads of two local schools to give them directly
to families who would benefit. We planned two dates in August and
one in October half-term. The sessions start at 11.30am with craft
and games (plus drinks and biscuits), then we show an extract from
a video with a very low-key Christian message. A cooked lunch is
shared and the families leave around 1.30pm.
We have welcomed 11 families to our two sessions so far, mostly
families with no current links to church, but many facing difficult
situations. We were surprised by the number of babies and
toddlers: activities stop for them over the holidays too, and the
parents loved the opportunity to get out, let the children play, and
chat with other parents. We hope that most will have returned in
October, and the plan is to provide something in each school holiday
so we build up a pattern. We wait to see what God has in store for
Food and Fun Club.

Liz Little
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Circuit Mission Statement
We will follow the Holy
Spirit who is calling us to
LOVE

God with all our heart, soul, mind,
and strength
one another, as Jesus loved His
followers
all others, even enemies, as God
does

and be DISCIPLES OF
JESUS

becoming like Christ
behaving like Christ
bringing others to meet and follow
Christ

working for GOD'S
KINGDOM

that God's will be done
in the Church, and on Earth
for all, as it is in Heaven…

Circuit Prayer
Bind us together, Lord,
in Love, Peace and Trust.
Build us together, Lord,
in Spirit, Faith and Truth.
Unite us,
so that together in your strength
and following your Holy Spirit,
we may work for your Kingdom
as disciples of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.
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24 hours of Prayer and Fasting
9.00pm Tuesday 28th to 9.00pm Wednesday 29th November
The 2017 Methodist Conference, meeting in Birmingham earlier this summer,
recognised the challenges and changes facing all of our communities and the
urgent call of God on the Methodist people to share the love of God in Jesus
Christ in word and action. They called on every local church to hold a day of
prayer and fasting.
Fasting is a way of focusing on and experiencing God’s grace, and need not
be fasting from food. It could be TV, caffeine, social media, gadgets or
mobile phones. What is important is not what you fast from, but that you do
it with a heart for God.
As a Circuit we are planning our 24 hours of prayer as we enter the season of
Advent, with its theme of preparing for Christ. Throughout the 24 hours,
there will be a church open around the Circuit and across all the mission
groups where we can meet, pray and fast together, or you can join in from
where you are. Circuit services will mark the start and finish.
Further details will be circulated soon and will be available on the Circuit
website. More information can be found on The Methodist Church website
www.methodist.org.uk/prayer-and-worship/a-day-of-prayer-and-fasting
7

Langford
Methodist Church
What has been happening at
Langford Methodist Church in the five years since our 150th
Anniversary in 2012? Sadly, as happens with an older congregation, a
number of long-standing and loyal members have “gone to their
reward”, and one or two have moved away from the area, but we have
gained several new members and continue to be a very friendly and
welcoming church.
Our monthly Oasis coffee mornings have
blossomed, and we regularly welcome villagers who have no other
connection with the church or chapel. Numbers at Sunday Club
dwindled, and now the children only meet on the last Sunday of the
month. However, “Wacky Wednesdays”, shared with Henlow each
half-term, is enthusiastically supported by about forty children of junior
school age.
We have a Prayer Corner set up, which can be used before the
service, or indeed at any other time, and each week we focus on a
different street (or streets) in the village to pray for.
Every year we have a Prayer Week, when we meet for an hour each
day to pray for people and situations (local and worldwide) which we
have been asked to pray for. Every house in the village is circulated
with a letter explaining what we are doing. Although this does not bring
in a large number of prayer requests from people unknown to us, we
feel it lets the whole village know that we are there.
Last Christmas we set up a Prayer Tree, with Christmas tags available
for prayer requests, and these were incorporated in our Christmas
services. We shall repeat that again this year, and we are also
planning to have a Crib Festival over the weekend of 2nd & 3rd
December.
Owlets Pre-School meets on the premises each weekday and
Joan Rutt is our liaison with them. They use the chapel itself at
Christmas, and also come in to listen to Christmas music on the organ
at our Christmas Oasis coffee morning. Although our premises are a
good size, we are limited by lack of parking, and therefore feel unable
to offer them for things like Circuit Meetings. With Lorna Valentine as
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our Minister we feel truly blessed, and she has been a breath of fresh
air to us. We are an open congregation, ready to embrace new ideas,
and on the last Sunday in the month we have a more informal service
which takes different forms according to who is leading it.

Jenny Broadbridge : Senior Steward

The Leprosy Mission is an
international
Christian
charity which has been
caring for leprosy sufferers
for over 140 years, having been founded in 1874 by an
Irishman, Wellesley Bailey.
Between three and four million people suffer from the effects
of leprosy in the world and nearly 250,000 new cases are
detected every year, (one every two minutes of every day), of
which one case in ten is a child. The worst affected areas are
situated mainly in the tropics – the whole of South East Asia,
West and Central Africa and South America – but few
countries are exempt. The greatest number of cases can be
found in India.
The disease is caused by a bacillus,
microbacterium leprae, which enters the bloodstream and
attacks the ‘cooler’ parts of the body – the hands, feet and eyes
– causing loss of feeling and eventually disabilities and
blindness.
Although there is no known vaccine, the good news is that,
since 1982, leprosy CAN now be cured, and £20 will provide
sufficient drugs to cure a leprosy-affected person. If diagnosed
early, then a person can be free from leprosy within six months
of commencing their treatment, otherwise it will take two
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years. However, if left untreated, then terrible disabilities can
occur.
The Leprosy Mission cares for some 300,000 patients either in
their own homes, as part of a community programme, or at
one of the Mission's hospitals or medical centres in some 31
countries worldwide.
Here in England and Wales the
Mission’s headquarters is based in Peterborough and over £5
million is raised annually to support the global work – the
largest amount raised by any country worldwide.
In Sandy we have had a branch raising funds, learning about
the work of the Mission and raising its profile in the
community since October 1969, when a representative spoke
about the work. Since then nearly £300,000 has been raised,
from collecting boxes, talks, gifts and a variety of fundraising
events. The Sandy Branch Secretary is Colin Osborne, who has
run the branch since its inception in 1969. Colin has visited
Bangladesh, India, Burma, Thailand and Nepal to see some of
the Mission's work at first hand. Colin has also served since
2000 on TLM's England and Wales National Council and has
recently been elected (from September 2017) as the
International Chairman.
This year the community of Sandy is attempting to raise
£18,500 to support the building of a new Outpatient
Department at the Mission’s oldest hospital at Purulia in West
Bengal. The sum of £18,500 will fund two consulting rooms,
four washing/toilet blocks and some office accommodation in
the hospital.
If anyone would like Colin to speak at a Circuit Service or
meeting, then please contact him by post at 2 Leeds Smith
Drive, Sandy, or telephone him on 01767 682032 or email him
at colin.osborne@codo.co.uk
The Leprosy Mission England and Wales is a Registered Charity, Number 1050327
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WORSHIP LEADERS AT AMPTHILL
Angie Woodcraft
I can't really remember when my worship leading started....
It could have been at Sunday School, when we devised and led the
Sunday School Anniversaries - like you do.
Or it might have been when I was involved in other aspects of
worship at Water Orton Methodist - my home church when I was
growing up.
It may have been when I was at Southlands College and formed
part of the Student Worship Group, a society of like-minded
individuals who went round the local churches each week leading
the services with our Chaplain.
Or it might have been when I actually took the 'old style training'
along with Patsy and 'qualified'. I don't think you're ever fully
qualified though, as there's always something different you can
learn, a new way of looking at something or an angle that hadn't
struck you before. Whenever I lead worship (as I now do more than
ever, having embarked upon the Local Preacher training) it is that
'angle' that gives me the way in. God will always show me the tack I
need to take - sometimes quickly, sometimes after time, prayer and
deliberation - and the way I need to go to give His message.
I pray that my leading of worship helps the people I am with and
gives them the messages they need to hear - in His name.

Patsy Aston
Yes, it's true we now need to take a Worship Leaders’ course to be
an official Worship Leader... but I guess those of us that lead
worship 'officially' have always been 'unofficial' worship leaders. It's
something that chooses you and you just follow that road. For me I
guess I started in the Sunday School at Providence Methodist in
Colley Gate, Cradley, in the West Midlands. Attending from a very
small child you get used to speaking in front of people you know,
giving you confidence to try new things. So I began to take over
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the Sunday School Anniversary, giving the children things to do and
sing and leading the service. Once a year, that was fine by me.
When I went away to college I remember acting out a play in the
centre of the Birmingham shopping centres with my Christian
Fellowship Group. Just being on show, but with other Christians,
can push you out of your comfort zone to try new things. It's hard
to be a Christian on your own. We need others around us.
I moved to Bedfordshire in 1988 and didn't initially join a church. I
didn't just walk about in the wilderness though, as I still attended my
old church whenever we visited our parents. But as time went on
and children started appearing, it became important to find a local
church that my boys could go to. And that's when we joined
Ampthill Methodist Church, in the year 2000.
I began to do a few 'things' in the church services and then Angie
and I were approached to do it 'properly' and go on a Worship
Leaders’ course. So that's when Angie and I really started to
contribute in a much wider way to the services at Ampthill.
Being a Worship Leader isn't easy. I'm slow and very last-minute.
Angie is quick and does things straight away. But together we
seem to work, although I'm not sure what she says behind my back!
Having a group of Worship Leaders helps us to spread the load but
mainly to discuss things together, a sounding board. And so when
Sheila Smith joined us we were very grateful, as Sheila puts a
different spin on the worship, so I think we make a good team.
If you have ever attended Ampthill then you will know that we now
take the beginning part of the service. This was introduced after a
church meeting when it was mentioned by others that we needed
something different. So we took up the challenge, meet regularly,
decide on a group of two or three hymns for the beginning of the
service and link these hymns with prayerful words. As Worship
Leaders we have all found this a friendly and lovely way to start the
service and regularly get thanked for our part. With God's help we
have been shown and guided along this new path, and I'm sure He
has lots more for us all to get involved with.

Angie Woodcraft & Patsy Aston
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Mavuno Village has grown from the vision of
Dan and Bethany Tanner who, some 17 years
ago, saw the need for Tanzanian orphaned
children to be raised in a Christian family
setting. Dan and Bethany are both "mission
kids"; Dan was born in Tanzania and is fluent in both Swahili and Sukuma
(the national and local languages).
They are Africa Inland Mission partners and, whilst Mavuno Village is an
independent charity with a local governing body, a lot of funding comes
from the USA. Many of the children are individually sponsored and more
details can be found on the website. UK contributions can be channelled
via AIM UK where UK Gift Aid can also be reclaimed.
The link to Putnoe/Brickhill is through Martin and Sue Fannon (members
of Putnoe Heights Church) who were Mission Partners for 7½ years with
Crosslinks in Tanzania. Here they met Dan and Bethany and were
impressed by their vision and drive.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Partnership of Putnoe Heights Church and St Mark’s Church, Brickhill,
Bedford will be supporting Mavuno Village for their Autumn Mission
Project, and what follows is a summary of the overall aims of the charity.
This Partnership and Mavuno Village believe the key to breaking the cycle
of disease, death, and orphans in Tanzania is by men and women
beginning new legacies. At Mavuno Village they want to see boys and girls
grow up to have the chance to do just that; they are Tanzania's future and
hope!
They seek to maintain the children's home culture in an effort to both
honour and transform their culture. Their desire is that, while keeping
their roots, they would also receive the education, training and care that
will allow them to grow into men and women who will impact their
communities and their country.
They love to see their children growing up as part of a family. They place
10-12 children in a home on the Mavuno Village campus with Tanzanian
“parents” who share the burden to help orphaned and vulnerable
children. The parents work for Mavuno Village or use the land and
facilities to start a small business to support themselves and their family.
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We share the Mavuno Village belief that God created families as the
context in which we learn about love and relationships, life and godliness.
Through the homes and families they are placed in, the children are also
connected to school, church, and village life.
"Mavuno" is the Swahili word for "harvest." Beautifully situated along
Lake Victoria, Mavuno Village provides the perfect agricultural setting to
teach the children about planting and harvesting. The parents are
encouraged to model hard work and sustainability in their efforts to grow,
use, and market various crops on the land.
As part of an agrarian society, it is important for the children to learn and
practise successful farming. The knowledge and skills they gain will equip
them to be successful entrepreneurs and valuable members of the
workforce.
http://mavunovillage.org/
Martin Fannon

FOOTPRINTS WALKING GROUP

25TH ANNIVERSARY

The Footprints Walking Group, originally known as Putnoe Ramblers,
was born in 1992, when the then Putnoe Heights Family Committee
organized a walk from Wrest Park as a social event to encourage people
to meet and have fellowship in the fresh air. Needless to say, it rained!
Undeterred, the group are still walking and talking, and in August
celebrated their 25th anniversary with a party at “The Puddin Club” in
Bedford. Several of the original walkers are still in the group, although
we share fond memories of walking with those who are no longer quite
so fit and able. Members are mostly from Putnoe Heights, St Mark’s
and Priory and some from no church at all. All are welcome, and the
average attendance is about 15 people. Walks are held once a month on
a Sunday afternoon and are usually about 3-4 miles (they used to be
longer!). In addition we have weekends away and holidays and always
a walk on the morning of the New Year followed by lunch.
The 2018 programme will be available in December.
Contact Sue Allen, sue.allen7@ntlworld.com for a copy.

14

WILSTEAD SCARECROW
As a key part of the run-up to Harvest Celebrations each year,
Wilstead's September Village Produce and Craft Show is always
anticipated with enthusiasm. Each year, villagers get to express their
prowess and skills in any number of areas - from large vegetables to
beautiful flowers, cakes to die for, jam from garden fruits, floral
arrangements, aromatic home-baked bread, art and craft entries - the list
seemingly endless.
This year, however, saw a new addition to the classes to be entered - A
Scarecrow! A few rules surrounded the newcomer, for instance the entry
was to be from a village organisation. The real challenge (as it turned
out) was that the scarecrow should not be more than four feet high.
More of that in a moment.
After much debate one Sunday morning in July (well this is the
Methodist Church!) members of Wilstead's congregation made a
decision. They would enter the fray and create a scarecrow that would
be an appropriate representative.
Who better a representative that John Wesley himself? As you can see
from the photo here, the congregation’s
efforts resulted in a scarecrow of
frightening realism. Church members
pitched in and provided the framework,
a body and clothing. One individual
donated their graduation gown and cap
to give John a deservedly 'studious' air.
However, to abide by the rules of the
competition, John had to be a maximum
of four feet high. So all the elements
had to be scaled down. A bit of a 'faff'
to say the least, but the resultant 'elegant
dignity' was well worth the effort.
Did we win? Well, no! There were
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around eight entries from groups such as the WI, village school, etc., etc.
The winning entry was a wonderful creation in wool from the 'Knit and
Natter' group and a well-deserved triumph.
Maybe next year. Anyhow, reflecting the true Olympic spirit, it was
satisfying to have taken part.
Finally, John currently resides in the church vestibule, welcoming friends
old and new, just as he always did.

Phil Hubbard
(on behalf of Wilstead Methodist Church)
-------------------------

Probably half the households in Britain have got tools that are no longer
used stuck away in the garage, the shed, or that corner of the house
where unwanted things disappear in a dusty heap. Maybe they were
bought to do the house up when people moved in, and never used again;
maybe a hobby got abandoned; maybe DIY enthusiasm waned as the
owners got older, or people no longer keep up the garden like they used
to.
Meanwhile in many countries, people still struggle with old hard ways of
doing things, when simple tools would make life easier; young men roam
the streets and join gangs and get involved in crime because they have no
work and little chance of finding any that they can make a real, steady
income from, and a lot of fairly simple things don’t get mended because
nobody can fix them.
It does not take an Einstein to realise that here is a problem and the
beginnings of a possible solution, and about 30 years ago now TWAM
started, as a Christian charity, to collect and refurbish tools and equipment
of all sorts no longer needed in the UK. The tools can then be sent
overseas and used to teach people with few skills, little education and no
income, useful skills which will enable them to earn a living and support
themselves and their families.
TWAM has grown. They now have hundreds of dedicated volunteers and
supporters, with collection centres around the country and a main base in
Ipswich. They send 20 containers – 300 tons – of tools a year to some of
the poorer countries in the world like the Democratic Republic of the
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Congo, Kenya, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. They also support special projects in the UK and
occasionally other countries in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia and the
Americas.
The tools are not sent blind. TWAM work closely in partnership with local
organisations and churches in the destination countries, and the tools sent
match the needs of the kind of training happening locally. Tools are not
just for training either – TWAM aims to kit out all trainees with the tools
they need to start work.
In the week leading up to 8th July 2017 Kempston East had a tools
collection for TWAM. They managed to fill a garage very full and
estimated they had collected around two tons of items, including 5 bikes, 5
sewing machines, wools and cottons, numerous electrical tools, socket
sets, spanners, saws, planes, pipe benders, computers, printers and much
more. They are hoping to have a similar collection in 2018, so start
thinking where all those old tools are and maybe it can be more than a
garageful next year. A collection date will be confirmed and published
nearer the time.
Among the items needed are:
All types of hand and electrical tools for use by carpenters, mechanics,
builders electricians, plumbers etc.
Engineering tools: lathes, bench and bandsaws etc.
Garden tools: spades, forks, rakes and hoes, chainsaws,
sledgehammers and pickaxes etc. (but not lawnmowers).
Sewing machines: manual, electric, treadle, industrial, plus cottons,
needles etc.
Knitting machines plus needles, machine wool etc.
Typewriters: manual and electric.
Bikes: Men’s/Women’s adult traditional, mountain or trail bikes but not
racing bikes.
Wheelchairs and other disabled equipment.
Computers: desk tops, laptops, notebooks, printers, scanners, flat widescreen monitors and peripherals.
Educational textbooks and learning aids
And anything associated with the above headings.
For more information on TWAM, including a detailed list of tools needed,
how to contact them and some inspiring case studies see www.twam.uk
TWAM is a Registered Charity, number 1104903 (England & Wales) SCO44069 (Scotland).
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Circuit Matters

by Janice Skerman

Dear Friends,
As many of you may know, Methodist Ministers are invited for a fixed
period (usually five years), after which they may seek re-invitation or
choose to leave the Circuit. Rev Gill Baalham applied for a three-year
extension from September 2018, and therefore a Circuit invitation
committee was formed and a consultation was carried out among the
churches of which she has pastoral care. Following this consultation, and
there being no objections from members of the Circuit Meeting, Gill was
granted an extension for three years until August 2021.
Church profiles have been submitted to the Connexional Stationing
Committee for Ampthill, Flitwick, Clophill and Haynes, and we hope to get
a visit from an interested experienced Minister in November.
Church profiles have also been submitted for Trinity, Beeston and Sandy,
and we should get a visit from a Probationer in the New Year.
Rev Charlie Connor and Heather Harrison met with Monica Bergh and
Rebecca Caird (Circuit Youth Workers) to discuss their present workload
and activities. They were asked to think about possibilities for a future Lay
Worker Team in the Circuit after 2018 when their present contract comes
to an end.
Rebecca and Monica met with the Circuit Stewards in August – the
recommendations from that meeting were brought to the Circuit
leadership, and a proposal was put forward for three posts. The new
outreach team of three Mission Enablers will each have their own
specialism: 1. Families and Young People
2. Intergenerational
3. Third Age Mission
One of these roles will take the lead.
We are delighted that Rev Charlie Connor has expressed a wish to be
involved with supporting this new team after his ordination next summer,
as Charlie has had previous experience of Church lay leadership.
The Circuit Meeting gave approval for the recruitment process to go ahead
with a view to appointments being made from 1st September 2018. The
Circuit leadership will be consulting with the Mission Resources Stream as
early as possible to be sure of the funding. We hope that contracts will be
for two years initially, and grants will be sought from the District.
Rebecca and Monica will continue to be in the loop in our future
deliberations.
Blessings
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Angel Tree - Bringing the Gift of Joy
to Prisoners’ Families at Christmas
For someone in prison, Christmas is the most
difficult of seasons. The divide between them and their families can seem
too much to bear. Families often struggle financially and their children
have very little.
Angel Tree is a programme run by Prison
Fellowship
England
and
Wales.
Volunteers buy, wrap and send gifts on
prisoners’ behalf with a personal
message written by the prisoner to make
the gift extra special. Gifts are accompanied by a Christian storybook
appropriate to the child’s age.
By providing gifts to the children of
prisoners, Angel Tree lessens the
devastation experienced as a result of
parental absence, not only by helping
families to connect and build
relationships, but also by providing
children with much needed joy.
When Prison Fellowship England and Wales launched its first Angel Tree
programme in one prison in 1994, it delivered 60 presents. Last
Christmas, the Angel Tree programme ran in 82 prisons, enabling 2,550
prisoners to send a gift to their children. Nearly 5,000 presents were sent
out to children!
One parent wrote afterwards, “Thank you very much for helping me
protect the delicate bond between my children and their Dad. They need
each other very much and it was magical for them to receive a Christmas
present.”
Angel Tree and the other programmes of Prison Fellowship are an
outworking of our Christian faith. In the well-known parable about the
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sheep and goats found in Matthew 25, the King welcomes the faithful into
his kingdom, saying, “For I was in prison and you came to visit me.”
Reaching out to support prisoners and their families – people who are
often caught in a cycle of crime and poverty – is the way we express the
love of God in a tangible and real way.
Sadly, 44% of adult prisoners are reconvicted within one year of release.
Having a safe and welcoming home to return to is vital in helping reduce
this figure, and programmes like Angel Tree are a small but important
contribution to strengthening and building those family relationships.
One parent in prison said, “I had three children that received gifts. They
were extremely excited at receiving a gift and it made a fantastic surprise
as they never thought their Dad could get them a gift this year. So thank
you with all my heart.”
Volunteers are vital to the success of Prison Fellowship. Connected in
local groups around England and Wales, they pray for their local prisons
and run Prison Fellowship’s programmes inside, including Angel Tree.
Ruthie Woodhouse has been an Angel Tree Coordinator for three years.
She says, “As I watch my own children opening their presents on
Christmas morning I’m always thankful for the precious lives that will be
touched by Angel Tree: the children all wide-eyed with excitement and
feeling loved; the parents at home who are often struggling to cope
alone; the other parents on the inside who, despite the separation of
incarceration, will know that their present will be under the tree and they
will not be forgotten; and also those who gave, bought and wrapped.”
When a child knows he or she is loved and thought about through a
simple act of receiving a gift, that’s priceless. Prison Fellowship is always
seeking individuals and churches to help with fundraising, buying presents
and wrapping gifts. If this is something you would like to be involved in,
contact Prison Fellowship.
Website:
www.prisonfellowship.org.uk
Email:
info@prisonfellowship.org.uk
Telephone:
020 7799 2500
Facebook/Twitter/Instagram: pfenglandwales
Prison Fellowship Registered Charity No. 1102254
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~ Please refer to the Circuit Plan for additional Christmas Eve services ~

c h r i s t m a s

d a y

s e r v i c e s

ANJULITA COURT

10.45am Christmas Day service

AMPTHILL

10.00am Christmas Day service – Local Worship

BEESTON

-

Joining with Sandy

CARDINGTON

-

No service

CLAPHAM
CLOPHILL
CRANFIELD

10.00am Christmas Day service
9.30am Joining with St Mary’s

HAYNES

10.00am Christmas Day service
led by Rev Caroline Weaver
10.00am Family Worship
led by our Baby Comes Too group
No service

HENLOW

10.30am Christmas Day service

KEMPSTON EAST

10.30am All-age service

FLITWICK

KEMPSTON WEST
LANGFORD

-

Joining with Kempston East

-

Joining with Henlow

LIDLINGTON

10.00am Christmas Celebration

LONDON ROAD
(BEDFORD)
OAKLEY

10.30am Christmas Day service
led by members of the congregation
10.30am Christmas Day service led by Sue Plant

PARK ROAD

-

No service

PRIORY

10.30am Worship Together

PUTNOE HEIGHTS

11.00am Christmas Day service

SANDY

10.30am Christmas Day service – Local Worship

SHARNBROOK

-

No service

SHEFFORD

9.30am Christmas Day service – Local Worship

STEWARTBY

-

No service

TRINITY
(BIGGLESWADE)
UPPER CALDECOTE

10.00am Family Worship led by Rev Peter Byass

WILLINGTON

10.00am Christmas Day Family Worship

9.45am Joint service with All Saints

WILSTEAD

-

No service

WIXAMS

-

No service

WOOTTON

-

No service

Other churches may be holding joint services, so please check locally.
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Mission Streams
CONTACT DETAILS FOR STREAMS
Leadership
Andrew Hollins
northbedssuper@gmail.com
Heather Harrison
heatherphysio.27@gmail.com
Social Action (formerly known as Service)
Marian Blyth
marian.blyth@btinternet.com
Evangelism and Discipleship
Rebecca Caird
cairdclan@ntlworld.com

01234 340167
01767 318010
01234 781469
01525 753689
07877 342640

Worship
Caroline Weaver
carolineweaver@live.co.uk
01234 767865
Gill Baalham
gill.baalham@methodist.org.uk
01234 930025
Resources
Anne Foley
anne@foleyzone.co.uk
01525 633316
Children and Young People
Graham Claydon-Knights
01525 713468
graham.claydon-knights@methodist.org.uk

Service Mission Stream – now known as

Social Action Mission Stream
We’ve changed our name to better explain our role on behalf of the
Circuit.
Many of us were studying the letters of James during June, where we
were exhorted to show our Christian faith in doing good for others as
‘faith without deeds is dead’. James 2:17
The Social Action Mission Stream seeks to encourage and support
Circuit churches in their mission to show our Christian faith in practical
ways and, in working together, make our actions more effective.
26

Our first project has been to achieve Fairtrade status for the Circuit.
Half of our churches have had Fairtrade status for many years but we
need 75% of churches to be certified and hope to achieve this shortly.
The Fairtrade Organisation is about justly rewarding farmers and
supporting their villages with technical advice, education and
healthcare so that they can stabilise and develop their rural
communities. Buying products showing the Fairtrade mark supports
these objectives and is an internationally recognised way of showing
our local churches' support for these ideals.
In addition we have placed articles concerning Refugees on the
Circuit website to keep us all aware of the massive disruption to
individuals and families due to war, natural disasters and political
mismanagement, and to advise of areas where our help may make all
the difference.
We are also investigating the local authority
exploration into Bedford becoming a City of Sanctuary.
Our new initiative is all about recycling. Recycling can have a
number of benefits – it protects the environment from excessive
dumped rubbish, it supports charities bringing real benefits, either
financial or practical, to the organisation or its clients and it makes us
think about what we use and how we use it.
Why do we care as Christians? As Fred Pratt Green’s hymn says ‘God in
his love for us lent us this planet, ...ours, as God’s stewards, to farm
and defend. From its pollution, misuse, and destruction, good Lord,
deliver us, world without end!’
Singing the Faith No.727 : Fred Pratt Green : Words © 1973 Stainer & Bell Ltd.

Most of us as individuals and as churches use the recycling and garden
waste bins provided by the local council, and many of us take
unwanted items for resale at charity shops.
Some churches also act as collection points for specific items that can
be reused by other charities. This all raises awareness (and donations)
not only throughout the congregation but also amongst users of the
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church buildings. Food handouts are an unfortunate necessity too for
many families; unwanted clothes can keep the homeless warm; stamps
can be recycled to support children suffering from cancer, and milk
bottle tops to provide wheelchairs for the disabled. There are many
other examples.
You can help by supporting these collections, either by directly
contacting the church representative (via the Church Stewards) or
bringing listed items to Circuit meetings for collection. Alternatively,
start your own collections and support charities that you know of, and
let us know so that we can advertise it around the Circuit.
Items currently being collected are:
Bras ------------------------------------CDs ------------------------------------Jewellery ------------------------------Long-life foods ------------------------

Milk bottle tops (washed please) --

Postcards (new and used) ---------Print cartridges ----------------------Stamps (used) ------------------------

Kempston West
Lidlington
Kempston West
Ampthill, Clapham, Cranfield,
Flitwick, Haynes, Park Road,
Priory, Sandy, Sharnbrook,
Shefford, Wootton
Flitwick, Kempston East,
Kempston West, Lidlington,
Priory, Sharnbrook, Wilstead
Langford, Sandy
Clapham, Kempston West,
Lidlington, Priory
Clapham, Flitwick, Kempston
West, Langford, Lidlington,
Sharnbrook, Shefford

Clothes (particularly for men) and bedding can be delivered to the
Prebend Day Centre in Bedford on any weekday morning.
Redundant items in any church can be offered around the Circuit and
beyond. Don’t forget that this includes unwanted hymn books etc.,
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which can find a new home abroad via for example ‘Tools with A
Mission’ or Morgan Showa at Park Road. Morgan can be contacted on
07903 739049. He is in need of funds to help with transportation.
Bibles can be used at HM Prison Bedford via Rev Caroline Weaver, or
contact Morgan who will take modern translations in good condition.
Check out more details on the North Bedfordshire Circuit website
www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk/cgi-bin/missionstreamgen.pl?PN=service

Marian Blyth

WORSHIP MISSION STREAM
Website: We continue to work on trying to make the website
more user-friendly for visitors.
Please make sure you let
Ken Oliver know of any regular or special events at your church
and send him photos too.
Circuit services: We encourage all churches to make their people
aware of all Circuit services in their notices. There are quarterly
Healing Services and monthly Youth Services as well as one-off
events.
The next meeting of the Worship Mission Stream will be at
9.45am on Tuesday 9th January at Caroline's manse - all are
welcome.
If you have any comments or items for
discussion/action, please tell us.

Gill Baalham, Monica Bergh,
Janet Watts, Caroline Weaver
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"Almost everything you wanted to know
about youth and children's work but were
afraid to ask" boasted the poster. Everyone
from the Children's and Young People's
Mission Stream, plus a lot of willing
volunteers from churches all round the
circuit, joined Monica and Rebecca (our
Youth Workers) at Kempston East Methodist
Church on Saturday 30th September. We
ran, or joined in, four different workshops to
help enable people to gain confidence and
ideas for work with children and young
people in their churches.
I personally
learned and gained much from listening to
the experience of others. And others said
the same. It was a joyful, positive event
which many said we must do again next
year. One said that she'd definitely be
persuading others from her church to come
next time.
Jesus spoke of the importance of children in
the Kingdom of God. Children and young
people and families need to feel welcomed
and accepted at our weekend and weekday
church services. Hopefully, by sharing ideas
and enthusiasm we can continue to help
each other to respond to Jesus' famous
command to let the children come to Him.

Graham Claydon-Knights
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Earlier this year the death occurred of Marie Dye, 91, widow of Roger, from
Ampthill Methodist Church. We will miss her very much. She was a very
special person of great faith, a sharp mind, a gentle tongue, a heart of
compassion and love who spent much time in prayer. We can rejoice that
she is now with the Lord. We dedicated the hymn "What a friend we have
in Jesus" to her. She wrote the article below for the old Bedford South
and Ampthill Circuit Magazine in 2009.

Ann Jones (Ampthill)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Prayer
I feel that I have been very fortunate to have
been brought up in a devout Christian home.
My father was a Methodist Minister, so our
home was centred on the church, and church
life. As I have grown older, my prayer life
has become more structured.
It is not always easy to begin to pray, and to feel
that you have come into the presence of the
Lord. I start by praising Him and worshipping
Him as ever-loving, great creator and giver of all
good things to all people. I thank Him particularly for Jesus, for the
Scriptures and for the gift of the Holy Spirit. I think of the bounty of
all creation, of the seasons and all growing things, and of the
wonderful world He has provided. I think it important to begin
prayer-time with worship: it is so easy to think of all my wants.
Then I take the Lord’s Prayer, using each phrase or sentence to
widen my thinking in prayer. It is easy to drift into a daydream, and
this approach helps me to concentrate. I go on to pray for my family
and friends, and those for whom I have a special concern. I thank
God for all my blessings, and ask for forgiveness and guidance.
At the end I try to have a time of meditation, as I find this can be
truly renewing. May God bless us all.

Marie Dye
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PRIORY RAILWAY CLUB
Priory Railway Club is open to all who have an interest in
railways. We meet on a Monday evening once a month at Priory,
and cover a whole range of topics including modern and heritage
railways, lost lines, re-openings, railway history, the future,
railway modelling and so on. Around half of the meetings have
outside speakers and the rest we organise ourselves. We have
visited such places as the National Railway Museum in York, the
Great Central Railway, the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway and St
Albans South Signal Box. We have a Christmas lunch each year
at the tea rooms at Ridgmont Station Heritage Centre, and last
year we were fortunate to combine it with a visit to the Marston
Vale Signalling Centre.
We enjoy it so much, we thought we should extend it to our
friends in the Circuit. If you are interested, please contact Mike
Hurst on mh@trackbed.uk or ring on 01234 309820 and he will
supply more details.

Mike Hurst
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BELIEF in Bedford
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Queen’s Park Faith Tour
Visit three places of worship - Gurdwara, Mosque and Church
Tuesday, 23rd January 2018 – 10.00am – 1.00pm
Meet at 9.45am for 10.00am start at
Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Ford End Road, Bedford MK40 4JX
£10 per person (including refreshments) payable on the day.
Preschool children are welcome to attend and are free.
Please bring a headscarf to cover heads, ensure shoulders and legs are
covered and wear shoes that are easily removed.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John
is coming to BELIEF to speak on “Making Sense of Scripture”
Saturday, 17th February 2018 – 10.00am – 1.00pm
St Andrew’s Church, Kimbolton Road, Bedford MK40 2PF
£10 per person, payable on the day.
We do not want anyone to be deterred from attending
any BELIEF events for financial reasons.
If you find the fees prohibitive, please contact us.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information and details of further events,
please visit our website www.beliefbeds.org or call 07821 796457
BELIEF is registered as a Charity Number: 1123911
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COMPASSION – MEETING ROSSY
My journey round the world began as a trip to New Zealand to visit family.
I managed to add more countries to the tour, including a tour of Peru and
Bolivia so that I could arrange a day visiting the girl I sponsor through
Compassion UK. Rossy was four when I began the sponsorship. I chose
her from a selection of photos on the charity’s website, and I chose a girl
because they often don’t get the chance of education in poorer countries.
Compassion encourage visits to sponsored children, so when I asked to
see Rossy they sent me details of what I had to do before my journey, and
a few weeks before they sent me a suggested itinerary for a day to be
spent with her and the costs involved.
As they speak Spanish in Bolivia I had a few Spanish lessons before I
travelled, so that I could at least say a few words to Rossy. I also booked a
translator for the visit. I arrived in La Paz, settled into my hotel and, after a
tour of the city with my guide, returned to my room to prepare for the
next day when I would be meeting Rossy.
On 10th November, the day after Rossy’s 15th birthday, the translator
came in a taxi to take me to the project, which is connected to a church. I
was thrilled when she told me that she had been a child who was
sponsored, and that she was now at university and translating for the
charity in her spare time. I was a little nervous and yet excited as we
climbed the concrete staircase to reach the staffroom, and then came the
moment for a big hug with Rossy, and one for her mother who was also
there to greet me. I had rehearsed in Spanish the phrase for “Happy
Birthday for yesterday” which I think she understood. Rossy was very shy
and quiet, wearing the new clothes which had been bought with the
money I had sent for her birthday, but together with her teacher she
showed me her classroom and some of her work. It was unfortunate that
the project was closed for the day, so I didn’t get to see any other children.
While in the staffroom we prayed together, and I pulled out the piece of
paper on which I had copied The Lord’s Prayer in Spanish and read it out.
Everyone was very impressed. It was one of many emotional moments of
the day.
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After greeting the pastor from the church, Rossy, her mum, teacher,
translator and myself hailed a bus to take us to her house, which is in the
poorer part of El Alto in the highest part of La Paz. I was shown the
bedrooms where I was honoured with lots of gifts. One was a
heart-shaped box which Rossy had made herself. Her mother took down a
box where she had kept all the translated letters and photos I had sent
over the past 11 years.
The house was a typical concrete building with a metal gate at the
roadside. After meeting Rossy’s sister and their dog we headed back to
the school, and got a taxi back down into the city. We passed some
exclusive mansions, and visited a tourist destination which has been called
‘Moon Valley’ since Neil Armstrong visited it and said the sandstone
structures looked just like the moon. Rossy was feeling a bit more
comfortable in my presence, and we linked arms as we looked around the
amazing natural formations of rocks.
By now we were all quite hungry and the translator recommended a small
restaurant in the city where we could eat. I felt very blessed thinking that I
can visit similar restaurants in England at any time, and yet this was the
first time Elizabeth, Rossy’s mum, had been anywhere like this. We gave
thanks for the food and enjoyed eating together.
The day was passing much too quickly, but our last stop was to be a
shopping experience in the supermarket. The trolley was soon filled and
we bundled into the taxi for our last minutes together. At my hotel I had a
CD of music performed by the choir I sing with, which I was able to give
personally to Rossy as an extra gift.
The goodbyes were heartfelt and Rossy’s mum told me that she wanted
me to stay. Rossy told me that she would like to work in medicine. She
struggles with her academic work, but I am sure that through my
sponsorship she will have a good chance of finding work when she
eventually leaves school and college. I can continue sponsoring her until
she is 22 which will set her up for life. It has been a privilege to have made
a difference to one child’s life and there are many more like Rossy who are
in need of sponsors.
35

Compassion has been releasing children from poverty for over 63 years.
Many over the years have gone into salaried jobs, some becoming
teachers, lawyers or leaders in their communities and churches. Each child
has only one sponsor, but there is no limit to how many children can be
sponsored. For £25 a month your child can receive education and uniform,
medical care and nutritional support, the love of a local church and the
Gospel translated into their own language. Sponsors in return receive
translated letters, photos and news from the project. For more
information visit www.compassionuk.org

Christine Denny
Compassion UK Christian Child Development,
registered charity in England and Wales (1077216) and Scotland (SC045059).

Dear Circuit family,
And so another year begins… summer holiday clubs have come and
gone; Naturally Supernatural and Soul Survivor have once again come
and gone; holiday fun has also come and gone, as it always does. But
one thing has not come and gone - God is at work, as He always is.
Many children heard some of God’s story over the holidays, and Bek
and I also saw God work miracles in people’s lives over the summer.
We continue to celebrate, as His work in those lives continues past
festivals and clubs, and hope to tell you some of those stories over the
next few months. However, for this magazine edition we would just
like to say, confidently and emphatically, that God is amazing and good
and always surprises us at the most unexpected of times, as He
continues to do new and beautiful things in the world around us.
As to new things, I don’t know about you, but we are most certainly
feeling a change in the air (and we don’t mean just the weather – hee
hee). For those of you who were at the most recent Circuit Meeting or
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have read the notes coming out of that meeting, you will know by now
that, as from October 2018, there will no longer be a Circuit Children’s
or Youth Worker as it has been agreed in principle to make these roles
redundant, to make space for something new and exciting. Bek and I
are most certainly enthused at the prospect of seeing something new
come out of all the hard work that we have been privileged to be a
part of these last many years. We have also very much been a part of
the strategic process of dreaming new dreams for our Circuit to
effectively impact the communities around us, and we ask that you
keep us, as well as our leaders, in your prayers as we now look to move
forward in bringing God’s kingdom to our world, in the area of mission
and community outreach.
As always, though, and focusing on the present, we have many
exciting things coming up this term…

YOUTH DIARY DATES
For more details of Circuit Youth events, see the Circuit website
www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk and click NBM Youth
November
Mon 13th

6.30pm Equip Christians in School event
- 8.30pm at Bromham Baptist Church

Tues 28th 9.00pm Prayer and Fasting Day
through until
Wed 29th 9.00pm (see page 7 for details)
December
Sun 3rd

4.00pm Circuit Advent Service led by MWiB
5.00pm Refreshments
6.00pm Youth-led service

}

These events
will all be held
at Putnoe Heights

May the joy of the Lord be your strength as you continue to share the
love of Jesus in your homes, churches and communities. And together,
let us ‘do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith’ (Galatians 6:10).
Much love and affection.

Mons and Bek xx
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Circuit Diary Dates
FOR DETAILS OF OTHER EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT PLEASE
SEE THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Prayer Group
2nd Monday of the month at 4.15pm at Putnoe Manse
( 12 Hartop Close Bedford MK41 8HE )
4th Monday of the month at 10.30am at Willington
Circuit Men’s Lunch
2nd Wednesday of the month, 12.15pm for 12.35pm at Priory
NOVEMBER
Thurs 9th

7.00pm

CSS Foundation Training at Willington

Mon 20th

7.30pm

Children’s and Young People’s Mission Stream meeting
at Willington

Tues 28th
9.00pm
through until
Wed 29th
9.00pm
DECEMBER
Sun 3rd

24-hour Circuit-wide day of Prayer and Fasting
(see page 7 for details)

}

4.00pm
5.00pm
6.00pm

Circuit Advent Service led by MWiB
Refreshments
Youth-led service

7.30pm

Circuit Stewards’ meeting at Priory

Tues 9th

9.45am

Worship Mission Stream meeting at Wootton manse

Mon 22nd

7.45pm

Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting
at Clapham (7.30pm for 7.45pm)

Tues 23rd

10.00am
- 1.00pm

Wed 6th

These events
will all be held
at Putnoe Heights

JANUARY

BELIEF : Queen’s Park Faith Tour
(see page 33 for details)

Mon 29th

7.30pm

Children’s and Young People’s Mission Stream meeting
at Willington

Tues 30th

7.30pm

Local Church Treasurers’ Meeting at London Road

7.30pm

Circuit Meeting at Putnoe Heights

FEBRUARY
Mon 12th
Sat 17th

10.00am
- 1.00pm

BELIEF : ‘Making Sense of Scripture’
(see page 33 for details)

10.00am

District Synod at St John’s Church, Colchester

7.45pm

Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting
at Beeston (7.30pm for 7.45pm)

7.30pm

Circuit Meeting at Clophill

APRIL
Sat 21st
Tues 24th
JUNE
Mon 4th
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Churches should send their dates for the next Plan
(with details of preachers they have booked) to their Minister by
Sunday 10th December
Preachers should send their dates for the next Plan to
Mrs Stephanie Field (Circuit Administrator), Circuit Office,
Willington Methodist Church, Station Road, Willington, MK44 3QH
Telephone 01234 831174
or email the Circuit Office: office.nthbedsmeth@btconnect.com
no later than Sunday 24th December
All Articles for the next edition of the Circuit Magazine to a
member of the editorial team
no later than Thursday 4th January 2018 please
Circuit office opening hours are:Wednesday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Visits at other times can be made by arrangement
Editorial Team:
Cheryl Benfield (Editor)
cheryl.benfield@ntlworld.com
John Caves
johncaves@btinternet.com
Shaun Endersby (Technical Editor) shaun@oddpost.com
Geoffrey Hutchings
( no email )
Jim Ragless
jamesr29@ntlworld.com
Janice Skerman
janiceskerman@btinternet.com

01234 851600
01234 831361
01767 220623
01234 214745
01462 812200
01234 343247

A meeting to discuss the content of the next issue will be on
Friday 17th November at 7.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME
(please contact an editorial team member to confirm location)
For the benefit of the blind or partially sighted,
this Circuit Magazine is also available on
Audio CD. If you know of someone who would
benefit from this FREE service, please contact
Amos Salisbury on 01234 855642
see also The Circuit website at www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
Circuit Charity Registration No. 1129523
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